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Samice klokanka krysiho (Potorous tridactylus) Prasivka se stala jednim z nejstarich zdokumentovanych jedinci svého druhu na svété, kdyz se dozila véku vice
nez 14 let

The female long-nosed potoroo (Potorous tridactylus) Prasivka (“Scabbers”) has become one of the oldest documented individuals of her species in the world when
she lived to be more than 14 years old
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Pomyslnou nejvyssi prickou na poli chovatelskych uspéchl roku 2023 v Zoo Praha a soucasné i jednim z nej-
vétsich Uspéchl v celé jeji historii se stal odchov prvniho mladéte luskouna v Evropé. Samicka luskouna krat-
koocasého (Manis pentadactyla) pojmenovana Sika se narodila 2. Ginora, necely rok po piichodu rodicii ze zoo
v Tchaj-peji. Prestoze jeji odchov nebyl bez problém0 a bylo ji zapotiebi uméle dokrmovat, podafilo se mladé
Uspésné odchovat. Zcela vyjimecnému, byt doufejme, Ze nikoliv ojedinélému, odchovu je vénovén jeden z hlav-
nich ¢lankd tohoto &isla Gazelly. Vyznam odchovu Sisky umochiuje skute¢nost, Ze se diky nému dafi upozorfiovat
na problematiku ochrany luskound, ktefi jsou zejména kvili svym Supindm, pouzivanym v tradi¢ni ¢inské medi-
ciné, nejvice nelegdlné obchodovanymi savci svéta.

V roce 2023, kdy branami Zoo Praha proslo celkem 1358 292 navstévnik(, se narodilo ¢i vylihlo celkem 1139
mladat 210 druh( savcd, ptakd a plazil (66 druht savcti, 103 druhd ptakd a 41 druhd plazd), v kategorii odchova-
nych bylo ke konci roku vedeno celkem 910 mladat 188 druhti (z toho 59 druhd savcd, 92 druh( ptakd a 37 druhl
plazl). Ke konci roku 2023 bylo chovano celkem 6 296 jedinci 703 druhd. V hlavnich kategoriich (savci, ptaci,
plazi) se jednalo 0 4 062 jedincti 596 druhd.

Prillomovym odchovem roku 2023 byl evropsky prvoodchov dvou mlddat Zelvy dlazdicovité (Manouria impressa), které byla pro svou citlivost a komplex Zivotnich
ndrok(i povazovéna za nechovatelnou v lidské péci

The breakthrough breeding of 2023 was the first European rearing of two juvenile impressed tortoises (Manouria impressa), a species previously considered
impossible to keep in human care due to its sensitivity and complex life requirements
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Detailni vypis chovanych druhl a narozenych mladat je uveden v tradi¢nich prehlednych tabulkéch v nasle-
dujici kapitole, zde je uveden vybér nejpodstatnéjsich udalosti v jednotlivych chovech i aktivit na poli ochranaf-
skych projektl in situ, vychazejici z text(l jednotlivych kuratord a vedoucich pro Vyrocni zpravu Zoo Praha 2023,
ktera je dostupna na webu Zoo Praha:
https://www.zoopraha.cz/documents/2024-082_Vyrocni-zprava-2023.pdf

V roce 2023 se vylihlo nebo narodilo 335 mladat 41 druh( plazli - Zelv, jestérG a hadl. Zasadnim a prdlomo-
vym odchovem roku pro nés byla dvé mladata zelvy dlazdicovité (Manouria impressa), tedy druhu, ktery dosud
74dnéd evropska zoo nerozmnozila. Jesté pied par lety byly Zelvy dlazdicovité pro svou citlivost a komplex zivot-
nich naroki povazovany za nechovatelné v lidské péci. Nasi chovnou skupinu tvoii ¢tyfi samice ziskané v roce
2010 jako mladata ze soukromého projektu pod patronaci basilejské univerzity a samec dovezeny po dlouhém
urednim procesu v listopadu 2022 ze zoo v Tchaj-peji.

Druhym nejvyznamnéjsim odchovem byla Zelva ostnita (Heosemys spinosa). Tyto zelvy stabilné rozmno-
Zujeme jako jedina evropska instituce, ackoli jejich chov byl zalozen v roce 2001 dostate¢nym poctem jedincl
z takzvaného hongkongského konfiskatu a jsou zafazeny do chovného programu EAZA. Jejich reprodukce je ov-
$em velmi nesnadnd, a to i proto, ze kladou po jednom vejci vyzadujicim velmi specifické inkubacni podminky.
Tim vice je potésitelné, ze se nam podatilo rozmnozit samici, ktera se vylihla jiz u nas, doslo tedy v samici linii
k prvnimu dosazeni druhé generace v Evropé.

U Zelv skalnich (Malacochersus tornieri) je situace v institucich sdruzenych v EAZA do té miry stabilni, ze ne-
bylo vydano doporuceni k mnozeni. Vyjimecné jsme v3ak jedno mladé vylihli, protoze se jedna o jedince tieti na-
sledné generace v nasi zoo, coz je u dlouhovékych suchozemskych Zelv mezi zoologickymi zahradami stéle zcela
ojedinélé. Velkou radost mame z jedné vylihlé Zzelvy amboinské (Cuora amboinensis), protoze u tohoto tradi¢niho
druhu nastaly v uplynulych nékolika letech obtize pfi inkubaci vajec.

Velmi vyznamnym odchovavanym druhem je agama malovana (Agama picticauda) s 24 mladaty. Jméno dru-
hu se v nasich materidlech objevuje poprvé v souvislosti s revizi dfive iroce rozsiteného druhového komplexu
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Zakladatel chovu leguéni kubanskych (Cyclura nubila nubila) — Pepino - Zil v Zoo Praha pres 31 let, pficem piiSel jako zcela dospély ve véku nejméné 10 let a jeho
geny jsou néjakym podilem zastoupeny u vétSiny mladat odchovanyich v Zoo Praha

The founder of the Cuban ground iguana (Cyclura nubila nubila) breeding line—Pepino—Ilived in Prague Zoo for over 31 years. He arrived as a fully grown adult,
at least ten years old, and his genes are somehow represented in most of the juveniles reared at the zoo
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agamy osadni, ktery se rozpadl na fadu lokalné omezenéjsich druh0. Jejich urceni bez znalosti mista plivodu je
nemozné bez analyzy DNA. Tu pro nés provedla odborna skupina z Pfirodovédecké fakulty Univerzity Karlovy.
Vysledkem analyzy bylo preurceni druhu agamy zapadoafrické na agamu malovanou.

Velmi vyrazného chovatelského vysledku se po nékolika letech podafilo docilit u poustniho legudna ¢ukvaly
zavalité (Sauromalus ater) - 17 mladat je nejvice v historii chovu. Poprvé se v Zoo Praha rozmnozily agamy limcové
(Chlamydosaurus kingii), které jsme zacali chovat v predeslém roce, obdobné jako nové pofizené druhy - lepojes-
tér pestry (Calotes versicolor) a mabuja vychodni (Mabuya multifasciata), umisténé ve vstupnim rondelu Indonéské
dzungle v tropické vegetaci nad vodni hladinou.

Zvlastni zminku zaslouzi chov leguant kubanskych (Cyclura nubila nubila). V roce 2023 v dUsledku vysokého
véku uhynul zakladatel chovu, samec Pepino. Tento rekordman Zil v Zoo Praha 31 let, 5 mésicti a 17 dni, pficemz
prisel jako zcela dospély ve véku nejméné 10 let.V fijnu se vylihlo 9 mladat, ktera se stala 25. ro¢nikem mladych le-
guan kubanskych v Zoo Praha. Celkové ¢islo za dobu chovu ¢ini Uctyhodnych 248 odchovanych mladat, pficemz
ve Vetsiné z nich jsou néjakym podilem zastoupeny Pepinovy geny. V expozi¢nim celku Terarium se nové objevili
mladi jedinci velmi vzacné chovanych a rovnéz velmi atraktivnich psohlavc(i Batesovych (Corallus batesii), kterym
jsme pfipravili expozici napodobujici stromové patro amazonského pralesa.

Nové druhy jsme poridili také do pfipravované mongolské expozice v aredlu u horni stanice lanovky, kde sice
budou dominovat koné Prevalského, ale vedle nich bude prostor i pro drobnéjsi mongolskou faunu véetné néko-
lika druhti plazd. Kromé hroznysk( tatarskych (Eryx tataricus), které jsme pofidili jako mladata z odchovu zoo v Ko-
liné nad Rynem a které chovame jiz nékolik let, jsme na podzim ziskali trojici druhdi drobnych jestérd typickych
pro Stiedni Asii. Jedna se o pajestérku Prevalského (Eremias przewalskii), agamku Prevalského (Phrynocephalus
przewalskii) a agamku rdznobarvou (Phrynocephalus helioscopus varius).

Uspésné rozmnozovani jsme zaznamenali u ti druhd obojzivelnikd. Béznéjsi létavku obecnou (Polypedates
leucomystax) pouzivdme v rlznych expozicich na doplnéni biotopu a k likvidaci prebyte¢ného hmyzu. Obtiz-
néji chovatelnou létavku usatou (Polypedates otilophus) vystavujeme spolu s pfedchozim druhem v akvariu ve

Foto/Photo Miroslav Bobek

Novym druhem v expozici Gobi je agamka riiznobarvé (Phrynocephalus helioscopus varius)
Anew species in the Gobi exhibit is the Mongolian sunwatcher agama (Phrynacephalus helioscopus varius)
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V zdzemi se podafilo rozmnofit rakosnicku béloskvrnou (Heterixalus alboguttatus), kterou je mozné pozorovat v pavilonu Afrika zblizka
The white-spotted reed frog (Heterixalus alboguttatus) was successfully bred in the off-exhibit areas and can be observed in the Africa up Close house

vstupnim rondelu v pavilonu Indonéska dzungle, ale pro jeji rozmnozovani je tfeba vytvofit zvlastni podminky
(destovou komoru) v zazemi. Podobnym zplsobem se v zdzemi podafrilo rozmnozit i rakosnicku béloskvrnnou
(Heterixalus alboguttatus), ktera mé svou expozici v pavilonu Afrika zblizka.

Ackoli u hromadné chovanych ryb vétsinou o rozmnozovani neusilujeme a stavy dopliiujeme odchovy z fa-
rem, na jednu charakteristickou skupinu ryb vystavovanych v pavilonu Indonéska dzungle klademe zvlastni ddraz
a snazime se je vytirat v zazemi. Touto skupinou jsou duhovky, u nichz se podafilo rozmnozit ¢tyfi druhy: duhovku
lososovou (Glossolepis incisus), diamantovou (Melanotaenis praecox), Bleherovu (Chilatherina bleheri) a duhovku
Boesemanovu (Melanotaenis boesemani). Dva druhy ryb jsou schopné rozmnoZovéni pfimo ve spole¢nych ex-
pozicich. Jedna se o parmicku Dawkinsia tambraparniei, ktera za dobu Uspésné existence v pavilonu Indonéska
dzungle ¢tyfikrat zménila védecké jméno ¢&i uréeni, a danio malabarské (Devario malabaricus) z pavilonu Cambal.

V chovu ptakd jsme v roce 2023 méli v potencialnich chovnych parech celkem 220 druhg, z nichz jich celkem
146 sneslo alespon jedno vejce. Prokazatelné oplozené snGsky byly ziskany od 112 druhd, u 103 druhti se vylihla
mladata, odchovat se podafilo mladata u 92 druha.

Historickou udalosti v chovu ptékd se stal fijnovy dovoz morcakl paranskych (Mergus octosetaceus), pficemz
se jednalo o prvni vyvoz mimo jejich domovinu. Pét parl jsme ziskali ze Zooparque Itatiba v Brazilii, s nimz spo-
lupracujeme na chovném programu. Ptaci se v zazemi sklenikového typu adaptovali velmi dobfe. Predstaveni
vefejnosti bylo naplanovano na zacatek navstévnické sezony 2024. Novym druhem se stala také nelétava kachyné
parnikova (Tachyeres pteneres) - jeden pér pochézejici z ptaciho parku Walsrode po absolvovéni predepsané ka-
rantény obyva od ledna 2024 expozici spolecné s tu¢naky Humboldtovymi.

Mezi vzacné odchovy roku 2023 se zafadilo pét mladat husovcl stracich (Anseranas semipalmata) a osm
pizmovek konzskych (Pteronetta hartlaubii). U pizmovek se jednd o tieti pfirozeny odchov v fadé, celkem bylo
odchovano jiz 15 mladat. Uspé&sné bylo hnizdéni australskych kormorant ¢éerobilych (Microcarbo melanoleucos),
jejichz evropska populace doznala obrovského tbytku. V soucasné dobé se v prazské zoo nachézi nejpocetnéjsi
kolonie mimo jejich plivodni domovinu. Do konce roku 2023 se podafilo odchovat 12 mladat, coz je doposud
nejvétsi Uspéch. Potésitelné byly odchovy viech chovanych druhi ibist: bilych (Eudocimus albus) - tii mladata,
slamokrkych (Threskiornis spinnicollis) - Ctyfi mladata, cernohlavych (Threskiornis melanocephalus) - dvé mladata,
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Historickou udalosti se stal dovoz péti parl morcaki paranskych (Mergus octosetaceus) ze Zooparque Itatiba v Brazilii, s nimz spolupracujeme na chovném programu.
Jednalo se o prvni vyvoz mimo jejich domovinu

Ahistoric event was the import of five pairs of Brazilian mergansers (Mergus octosetaceus) from Zooparque Itatiba in Brazil with whom we cooperate on the breeding
programme. This was the first export outside their homeland

Novym druhem do ptaci kolekce se také stala nelétava kachyné parnikova (Tachyeres pteneres) - jeden pér nyni obyvd expozici spolecné s tuctidky Humboldtovymi
A new species to the bird collection is the flightless Fuegian steamer duck (Tachyeres pteneres)—a pair now inhabits the Humboldt's penguin exhibit
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sedokiidlych (Theristicus melanopsis) - jedno mladé a poprvé v historii chovu také ibisG modrookych (Threskiornis
bernieri) - jedno mladé. Tento druh je ojedinéle chovanym endemitem Madagaskaru podobné jako ibis madagas-
karsky (Lophotibis cristata urschi), ktery odchoval pfirozené tii mladata, cozZ je skutecné raritni vysledek. Poprvé
v Zoo Praha i v Ceské republice jsme odchovali jedno mladé jihoamerického ibise béloliciho (Plegadis chihi). P¥i-
slusnou navstévnickou pozornost pfitahovalo gigantické hnizdo kladivousti africkych (Scopus umbretta) v priicho-
zi voliére, ve kterém par odchoval tii mladata.

Jedno odchované mladé supa mrchozravého (Neophron percnopterus) a 11 mladat postolek jiznich (Falco nau-
manni) jsme odeslali na posileni reintrodukéniho programu v Bulharsku, do adaptacnich voliér, ze kterych budou
na jaie vypusténa do pfirody. Pro reintrodukci byla poskytnuta také dvé mladata pustikd bélavych (Strix uralensis
macroura), v tomto pfipadé do Rakouska. Z hrabavych ptak{ si cenime péti mladat ohrozenych hokl cerveno-
lalo¢natych (Crax blumenbachii), které se stala prvnim odchovem tohoto druhu v rémci Ceské republiky. Poprvé
jsme odchovali bazanta vietnamského (Lophura hatinhensis) a tradi¢né jsme méli odchovy u bazanta Edwardsova
(Lophura edwardsi) - celkem pét mladat.

Doposud nejuispésnéjsi odchov (12 mlddat) byl v tomto roce zaznamenén u australskych kormorénd cemobilyich (Microcarbo melanoleucos), kterych je v Zoo Praha
nejpocetnéjsi kolonie mimo jejich pvodni domovinu
The most successful breeding so far (12 chicks) has been recorded in Australasian little pied cormorants (Microcarbo melanoleucos), which are the most numerous
colony in Prague Zoo outside their original homeland
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Mezi nejvyraznéjsi Uspéchy ptaci sekce zoo patfila dvé mladata nestor(i kea (Nestor notabilis), ktera byla na
zacatku roku odchovavana ru¢né chovateli, ale pozdéji adoptovana vlastnimi rodici. Mezi dalSimi odchovy pa-
pouskd jsou velkym Gspéchem Ctyii mladata lorickl rudobradych (Psittaculirostris edwardsii) od dvou pard. Dosud
se nikdy nepodafilo odchovat mlddata od dvou péri v jedné hnizdni sezoné. Zoo Praha je navic jedinou instituci,
kterd tento druh dlouhodobé odchovava. Potésitelny byl prvni prirozeny odchov v expozici Rdkosova pavilonu
u amazonand jamajskych (Amazona collaria), ktefi odchovali pét mladat.

V chovu sojkovctl vinkohtbetych (lanthocincla lunulata) se podafilo po deviti letech odchovat dvé mladata,
coz je velmi vyjimecné. Tato mlddata se v roce 2023 stala jedinymi odchovy v ramci svétovych zoologickych za-
hrad. Podobné vzacni jsou i sojkovci rezavousi (Garrulax castanotis), u nichz se podafilo odchovat dvé mladata.
Vylihla se v lihni a byla rozkrmena chovateli, nacez byla zpétné podsazena pod rodice. Opakované jsme vyuzili
metodiku ,péstounského” odchovu vlastnimi rodici. V lihni se po deseti letech vylihla tfi mlddata iren tyrkysovych
(Irena puella). Jedno z nich se podafilo odchovat ru¢né chovateli a jedno pod rodici, tieti mladé bohuzel uhynulo,
ale i tak je to v chovu pévci velky Uspéch.

V chovu savct se narodilo 398 mladat 66 druhlim. Nejzasadnéjsim narozenym savcem a v podstaté nejzasad-
néjsim mladétem roku v celé zoo se stala jiz vy$e zminénd samicka luskouna kratkoocasého, neméné vyznamny
byl ale i odchov mladéte jezury novoguinejské (Tachyglossus aculeatus lawesii). Mladé vylihlé v prvni poloviné
ledna dlouho prosperovalo, kriticka se vSak ukazala az doba odstavu, ktery nastava zhruba v osmi mésicich Zivota.
MI&dé nezacalo pfijimat potravu pro dospélé a jeho vaha klesala. Podobné to bylo i u mladat v jinych zoo, napfi-
klad v San Diegu. Zaznamenany pokles m(ize dosdhnout az desitek procent hmotnosti. V nasem pfipadé doslo
k poklesu ze zhruba 1 300 g na pouhych 870 g! Po konzultacich s kolegy ze San Diega jsme opakované provedli
krmeni mladéte sondou v anestezii, coz je narocné a riskantni. Zarover probéhla medikace proti kokcidiim. Na-
konec se podafilo zprichodnit mladéti stfeva a nastartovat chut k jidlu a ke konci roku jiz vazilo pres 1,5 kg (i pres
Uspésny odchov mlada jezura bohuzel uhynula kratce po dosazeni prvniho roku Zivota).

L NG SN LTSV R
Radost nam udélalo pét middat ohrozenyich hokd ervenolalocnatych (Crax blumenbachii), kterd se stala prunim odchovem tohoto druhu v ramci Ceské republiky
We were delighted with five chicks of the endangered red-billed curassow (Crax blumenbachii), the first breeding of this species in the Czech Republic
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Mezi vacnatci za vyznamny povazujeme odchov tfi mladat klokanG rodu Dorcopsis, dvou mladat klokanG
obrovskych tasmanskych (Macropus giganteus tasmaniensis), ktefi se Uspésné zabydleli v prichozim vybéhu,
a tif mladat klokan( horskych vychodnich (Osphranter robustus robustus). Tento druh se v Zoo Praha rozmnozuje
Uspésné do té miry, ze jsme z nasich odchovii zalozili chovy ¢i bakalaiské skupiny ve ¢tyfech dalsich zoologickych
zahradach. Zasadni udalosti byl ale dovoz samice vombata obecného tasmanského (Vombatus ursinus tasmanien-
sis). Samice Winkleigh se narodila v tasmanské Trowuné a je to zkusena matka, kterd jiz mladé odchovala. Kratce
poté, co se seznamila se samcem Cooperem, jsme registrovali prvni pafeni a na konci roku bylo evidentni, ze
pozdéjsi pafeni bylo Uspésné. Mezi vacnatci jsme ale byli svédky i nepfijemnych udélosti, jakymi byl thyn jednoho
ikonického jedince - ve véku vice nez 14 let uhynula samice klokanka krysiho (Potorous tridactylus) Prasivka, ktera
se stala jednim z nejstarsich zdokumentovanych klokankd krysich na svété.

Mladata se objevila u fady drobnych druht savcti, mezi jinymi se jednalo o dvojcata u komb Garnettovych
(Galago garnetti), jedno mladé dikobraza palawanského (Hystrix pumila) ¢i jedno mladé urzona kanadského
(Erethizon dorsatum).V piipadé urzond bylo potésitelné, Ze se jednalo po matce o mladé v druhé generaci. Vysoky
pocet 16 mladat jsme zaznamenali u nejmensich chovanych savcli v Zoo Praha - bélozubek nejmensich (Suncus
etruscus). Mezi nové prichozi i nové chované druhy patfili Ctyfi hrabosi sysli (Lasiopodomys brandtii), ktefi se hned
rozmnozili, a Sest pard piirodni formy piskomila mongolského (Meriones unguiculatus). Oba druhy byly planovany
do doprovodnych expozic v sousedstvi budovanych vybéhd pro koné Prevalského.

Kromé drobnych hlodavc( se do zoo vratili i ti nejvétsi. Pro kapybary (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris) byla uprave-
na ¢ast zazemi starého pavilonu slond. Par kapybar sdili vybéh s mravenecniky velkymi (Myrmecophaga tridactyla).
V chovu hrabacd (Orycteropus afer) jsme pfistoupili k vyméné zvifat a zméné dosud Uspésného chovného paru.
Samice Kvida, které bylo v kvétnu 18 let, béhem brezosti opakované trpéla problémy se zuby, coz komplikovalo
odchovy mladat a mélo to vliv na zhorSovani jejiho zdravotniho stavu. Jeji misto chovné samice proto prevezme
mlada Sabi, kterou jsme ziskali ze Zoo Plzen.

Radostné bylo prvni rozmnozeni nového paru pst pralesnich (Speothos venaticus), kterému se narodila dvé
mladata. Jihoamerické kuny tayry (Eira barbara) odchovaly dvé mladata (samce), po matce narozené u nds jiz ve
druhé generaci. Ne¢ekanou ztrdtou byl uhyn samice medvéda ledniho (Ursus maritimus) v nedozitych 20 letech,

Na konci roku se ukdzalo, Ze péieni nové dovezené samice vombata obecného tasmanského (Vombatus ursinus tasmaniensis) Winkleigh se samcem Cooperem byla
lispésna
At the end of the year, the mating of a newly imported female Tasmanian wombat (Vombatus ursinus tasmaniensis) Winkleigh with a male Cooper proved successful
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Uspéchem roku 2023 bylo i mlddé urzona kanadského (Erethizon dorsatum), narozené jiz v druhé generaci (po matce)
The success of 2023 was also a juvenile of the North American porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum), born in the second generation (after its mother)

Foto/Photo Petr Hamernik

The largest rodents have returned to Prague Zoo—capybaras (Hydrochaerus hydrochaeris) can now be seen by the old elephant pavilion
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Jedno ze dvou mlddat jihoamerické kuny tayry (Eira barbara) odchované v druhé generaci po matce narozené v Zoo Praha
One of two tayra (Eira barbara) cubs bred in second generation after mother born in Prague Zoo

tedy dfive, nez bychom ocekavali. Pricinou byla multiorgdnova rakovina. Také v chovu slonl indickych (Elephas
maximus) rezonovala smutna udalost. V zavéru ledna uhynula Amalee, jedna z mladych slonic narozenych v roce
2020. Pficinou byla prudka infekce slonim herpesvirem (EEHV), ktery je v chovu slonl nejvétsim rizikem. Ohrozena
jsou zejména mlddata starsi nez dva roky, coz se v tomto pfipadé potvrdilo. Proti EEHV dosud neexistuje U¢inna
|é¢ba, prabéh infekce byva nesmirné agresivni a rychly. Navzdory intenzivni snaze tymu chovatelt a veterinail se
mladou samicku zachranit nepodafilo.

Mezi kopytniky jsme zaznamenali tfi Uspésné odchovy u antilop vranych (Hippotragus niger), a to jiz zacatkem
roku. Po UspéSném spojeni celé skupiny tak mohli ndvstévnici od bfezna pozorovat pfi teplych dnech ve vybéhu
typickou skolku, kterou mladata tohoto druhu vytvareji, zatimco samice se stfidaji v jejich hlidani. Tii mladata
se narodila také u kriticky ohrozenych pralesnich antilop bongl horskych (Tragelaphus eurycerus isaaci), pricemz
u dvou matek bylo zabfeznuti vysledkem Uspésné stimulace reprodukéniho cyklu. Matka posledniho mladéte, jiz
zkusend samice, bohuzel v prvnim tydnu po porodu uhynula. Pristoupili jsme proto k unikétnimu zpisobu odcho-
vu, kdy jsme mladé pIné zaclenili do skupiny a vyuzili ochoty druhych dvou kojicich samic krmit i nevlastni mladé.
To bylo zéroven v prvnim mésici bezkontaktné dokrmovano mlé¢nou nahrazkou, coz mu pomohlo preklenout
nejisté tydny na zacatku Zivota.

U Ziraf severnich nubijskych (Giraffa camelopardalis camelopardalis) jsme sice ocekavali nékolik porodd, na-
konec vsak rodila jedind samice, prvorodic¢ka Anna. Anna je dcerou naseho samce Johana, a proto byla béhem
sezony 2022 umisténa v chovném stadé v Liberci s nepfibuznym samcem, abychom zajistili v¢asné zahdjeni
jeji reprodukce. Mladé se bohuzel z ddvodu nezkusenosti a zdravotnich komplikaci matky nepovedlo odchovat,
pro samici Annu to byla nicméné velmi cenna zkusenost pro budouci odchovy. Zacatkem jara jsme z dlivodu
absence dalSich porod(i pfistoupili k pfipousténi samic s chovnym samcem Johanem, pro kterého to byla jeho
posledni sezona. Na konci ¢ervence se jeho zdravotni stav zacal setrvale zhordovat a koncem €ervence uhynul
v pokrocilém véku 23 let.

Nejvyznamnéjsim mladétem na chovatelském oddéleni kopytniki se stala samicka anoa nizinného (Bubalus
depressicornis), nejmensiho zastupce turi v Zoo Praha. Tento endemicky druh ostrova Sulawesi je chovan v ne-
mnoha zoologickych zahradéch a jeho reprodukce v poslednim desetileti je na kriticky nizké urovni.
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Zacdtkem roku se narodila tfi mladata antilop vranych (Hippotragus niger), ktera pak mohli név3tévnici pozorovat ve vybéhu v pro tento druh typické Skolce, u které
se samice stfidaj v hlidani

At the beginning of the year, three calves of sable antelopes (Hippotragus niger) were born, which visitors could then observe in the enclosure in a nursery typical for
this species, where the females take turns to look after the young
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Tri mladata se narodila rovnéz u kriticky ohrozenych pralesnich antilop bongd horskych (Tragelaphus eurycerus isaaci). Po hynu matky se posledniho mladéte ujaly
druhé dvé kojici samice, coz byl unikdtni zpisob odchovu a za pomoci bezkontaktniho dokrmovani mléénou nahrazkou zviddlo mladé nérocné prvni tydny Zivota

Three calves were also born in the critically endangered eastern bongos (Tragelaphus eurycerus isaaci). The youngest calf, after its mother’s death, was taken in by

the other two lactating females—an exceptional rearing method. With the support of contactless bottle feeding using a milk substitute, it successfully navigated

the challenging first weeks of life




Na sezonu se vazou porody u vétsiny druh( jelenovitych s vyjimkou sambari ostrovnich (Rusa timorensis). Jedna
se o tropicky druh, u néhoz neni fije vazana na cyklus vymény paroZi, a kolousi se proto rodi kdykoliv v priibéhu roku.
V historii chovu se jednalo o zatim nejuspésné;jsi rok - porodily Ctyfi lané a viechna mladata se podafilo odchovat.

Ve skupiné pekariti Wagnerovych (Catagonus wagneri), které jiz nékolikatym rokem pravidelné odchovévame
jako jedna z méla zahrad, jsme zaznamenali Uspésny porod dvojcat. Jak se pozdéji ukazalo, v roce 2023 bylo v Ev-
ropé zaznamenano pouze pét Uspésnych vrha.

V rdmci chovu primatQ nelze opomenout stru¢ny komentat k chodu nejnovéjsiho pavilonu v Zoo Praha, kte-
rym je Rezervace Dja. Pavilon byl ke konci roku jiz kompletné obsazen viemi pldnovanymi druhy zvifat. Ve vnitf-
nich prostorach se zcela zabydleli stétkouni africti (Potamochoerus porcus) ve spolecné expozici s kockodany Braz-
zovymi (Cercopithecus neglectus). Jakmile to umoznilo pocasi, byly oba druhy vypustény i do venkovniho vybéhu.
Tam mohou $tétkouni dle libosti ryt v substratu a poskytnout tak navstévnikdm pohled na pfirozené chovani
téchto pestie zbarvenych zvitat. Také velkou expozici goril nizinnych (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) je mozno povazovat za
plné zabydlenou. Souziti goril a gueréz plastikovych (Colobus guereza) probiha diky dostatku prostoru a povaze
obou druhl naprosto bezproblémové. Pfinejmensim v pfipadé mladého samecka Ajabua a samce guerézy je
jejich vzéjemné postuchovani tim nejlepsim enrichmentem.

Uplny piehled chovanych druh( a narozenych mladat je uveden v seznamu na stranach 30-44.

Standardni naplni modernich zoologickych zahrad neni jen chov a péce o Zivocichy ex situ, ale téz realizace
a podpora ochranaiskych projekt( in situ, v mistech pdvodniho vyskytu ohrozenych druhd. Nejinak je tomu v Zoo
Praha.

Mezi kli¢ové in situ projekty patfi dlouhodobé Navrat divokych koni. Jeho novou néplni je zdmér reintroduk-
ce koné Prevalského na vychod Mongolska. Po procesu vybéru nejvhodnéjsi lokality, ktery zahrnoval metody
délkového prizkumu Zemé i cetné navstévy vytipovanych izemi a jejich botanicky, zoologicky a parazitologicky

e R : : 5 By SR = . o :
SouZiti goril nizinnych (Gorilla gorilla orilla) a queréz plastikovych (Colobus guereza) je vybornym enrichmentem. Nejvice si to uZiv gorili samecek Ajabu
The coexistence of lowland gorillas (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) and mantled guerezas (Colobus guereza) is an excellent enrichment. The young gorilla Ajabu enjoys it the most

Foto/Photo Petr Hamernik
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priizkum, bylo jako nejvhodnéjsi zvoleno Udoli kldterd (Siimin chéloj). Jednd se o Uzemi o plode pfiblizné
1700 km? které se z velké ¢asti nachazi uvnitf Pfisné chranéné oblasti (SPA) Némrdg. Na vybrané lokalité nadale
probiha Uzeji zaméfeny monitoring a v druhé poloviné roku se zde uskute¢nilo zaméreni budoucich ohrad pro
koné a mist, kde bude stat administrativni zakladna reintroduk¢niho centra.

V Mongolsku se kromé koni Prevalského Zoo Praha fadu let angazuje v ochrané kriticky ohrozenych velbloud?
divokych (Camelus ferus). Po nékolika letech zacala v letosnim roce nabyvat konkrétnéjsich obryst piiprava vystavby
nového chovného centra v lokalité Toli Bulag pfi severovychodnim okraji Pfisné chranéné oblasti Velka Gobi A, ktera
se bude realizovat za pIné finan¢ni podpory Zoo Praha. Jedn se o spolupréci s nevladni organizaci Nadace na ochra-
nu velblouda divokého (WCPF), ktera dlouhodobé provozuje dosud jediné chovné centrum v lokalité Zakhyn Us. Toto
centrum se vsak jiz postupné plni a také neumozriuje zapojeni vice nez jednoho chovného samce. Zékladem nového
centra bude cca 60 ha velka ohrada s pfistupem k trvalému vodnimu zdroji, potfebnymi pfistfesky, manipulacnimi
dvorky a dalsimi nezbytnymi prvky. Nedilnou soucasti komplexu bude drobnéa budova jako zézemi pro strazce, ktefi
budou na novou skupinu dohlizet. Predpoklad je, ze k pfesunu skupiny velbloudi dojde na podzim 2024.

V roce 2023 naplno pokracovaly pripravy na prvni transport koni Prevalského do Kazachstanu, naplanovany
na jaro nasledujiciho roku. Dalezitym milnikem této soucasti projektu Névrat divokych koni se stalo podepsa-
ni Memoranda o spolupraci mezi Zoo Praha a Vyborem pro lesnictvi a divokou pfirodu pii Ministerstvu ekolo-
gie a pfirodnich zdroji Republiky Kazachstan. K reintrodukci byla vybrana lokalita Altyn Dala (,Zlata step”) ve
stfednim Kazachsténu, kterd splfiuje pozadované podminky. Oblast mé dostatecnou rozlohu, vhodnou vegetaci,
dostatek vody, vhodny profil terénu a nejsou zde domaci zvifata. V dané lokalité je navic vybudovana zakladni
infrastruktura mimo jiné v souvislosti s jiz probihajici reintrodukci kulant (Equus hemionus kulan).V navaznosti na
pfipravu tohoto projektu se v srpnu konal v Zoo Praha mezinarodni workshop ohledné reintrodukéni metodiky
a detailniho naplanovani dilcich krokd potiebnych k prepravé prvnich koni v ¢ervnu 2024. Workshopu se zucast-
nili zastupci vsech partner(i - Asociace na ochranu biodiverzity Kazachstanu (ACBK), Vybor pro lesnictvi a divokou
pfirodu (Kazachstan), Tierpark Berlin, Zoo Norimberk, NP Hortobagy a Frankfurtské zoologicka spolecnost.

Pohled z dronu na lokalitu Udoli kidteri (Siimin chéloj) v pfisné chranéné oblasti (SPA) Nomrdg, vyhodnocenou jako nejvhodn&ji pro realizaci zaméru reintrodukce
koni Prevalského na vychodé Mongolska

A drone view of the Valley of Monasteries site in the Numrug Strictly Protected Area (SPA), assessed as the most suitable for the reintroduction of Przewalski’s horses
in eastern Mongolia
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Za (icasti premiérii Ceské republiky a Republiky Kazachstan podepsal feditel Zoo Praha Miroslav Bobek s pedsedou kazachstanského Vyboru pro lesnictvi a pfitodu
Nurlanem Kylyshajevem memorandum o spolupréci na nvratu koni Prevalského do Kazachstanu
In the presence of the Prime Ministers of the Czech Republic and the Republic of Kazakhstan, Miroslav Bobek, Director of Prague Zoo, signed the Memorandum of
Cooperation with Nurlan Kylyshbayev, Chairman of the Forestry and Wildlife Committee of Kazakhstan, on the return of the Przewalski's horses to Kazakhstan

Druhym z prioritnich in situ projekt( je Toulavy autobus v Kamerunu, zaméreny na osvétovou a vzdélava-
ci ¢innost na poli problematiky ochrany goril nizinnych a dalSich ohrozenych druh(i zvifat v souvislosti s Ubyt-
kem jejich pfirozeného prosttedi a vSudyptitomnym nelegalnim lovem. Cely projekt je cileny na déti a obyvatele
zokrajovych ¢asti Biosférické rezervace Dja. Pandemie covidu-19 sice projekt vyrazné ovlivnila, nicméné zacatkem
roku 2023 se ho podafilo znovu obnovit a zéroven i rozsifit. Do trasy autobusu byla zafazena zastavka na farmé
udrzitelného chovu larev nosatcti Rhynchophorus phoenicis, kterou provozuje partnerska organizace Living Fo-
rest Trust s cilem nabidnout mistnim komunitdm alternativni zdroj obZivy. Projekt Toulavého autobusu oslavil
v roce 2023 desaté vyroci své existence. S Biosférickou rezervaci Dja byla navazana spoluprace na novém projektu
environmentélniho vzdélavani, dojednana byla také dalsi podpora ve formé poskytnuti terénniho automobilu
pro efektivni vykonéavéni protipytldckych hlidek. Kromé rezervace Dja Zoo Praha podpofila také kamerunskou
rezervaci Ngoyla, a to poskytnutim prostiedkd na zékladni vybaveni pro strazce rezervace a rozvoj vzdélavaciho
projektu pro lokalni komunity.

V roce 2023 se podafilo navazat zcela novou spoluprdci s organizaci Mount Kenya Wildlife Conservancy
(MKWC) v Keni, ktera se mimo jiné soustfedi na chov a posilovani populace bongl horskych (Tragelaphus
eurycerus isaaci). Projekt probiha pod zastitou Kenyan Wildlife Service. MKWC se vénuje také vyzkumu a mo-
nitoringu, vzdélavani a ekologické osvété, provozu zachranné stanice a v neposledni fadé také rekultivaci
prostiedi formou obnovy lesa. Pravé tato aktivita se stala tématem spoluprace mezi MKWC a Zoo Praha, ktera
projekt obnovy lesa pIné financuje minimalné do Cervence 2024.

V Australii pokracovala podpora projektl zahdjenych v reakci na katastrofani pozary na prelomu let
2019/2020, tykajicich se mimo jiné paropuchy corroboree (Pseudophryne corroboree), jizni populace klokana skal-
niho (Petrogale penicillata) ¢i vakoplcht trpaslicich (Burammys parvus). Pokracovala také podpora projektl zamé-
fenych na strasilky humfi (Dryococelus australis) ¢i dably medvédovité (Sarcophilus harrisii) na Tasmanii. V pfipadé
dabli pokracujeme v podpofe managementu pojistné populace dabli medvédovitych na Mariiné ostrové, ktera
je prosta smrtelného infekéniho nadorového onemocnéni tvére. Nové jsme podpofili také chovné centrum Cressy,
odkud pochazela ¢tvefice prvnich dabld chovanych v Zoo Praha.
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Projekt Toulavy autobus v Kamerunu, ktery v roce 2023 oslavil desaté vyroi své existence, ma nové zastévku i na farmé udritelného chovu larev nosatcti Rhyncho-
phorus phoenicis, ktefi by se mohli stét mistnim komunitam alternativnim zdrojem obzivy

The Wandering Bus project in Cameroon, which celebrated its tenth anniversary in 2023, now also has a stop at a sustainable African palm weevils (Rhynchophorus
phoenicis) larvae farm, which could become an alternative source of livelihood for local communities

Foto/Photo Miroslav Bobek

Osvéta a vzdélavaci Cinnost se zaméfenim na ochranu ohrozenych druhdi zvifat v souvislosti s Gbytkem jejich prirozeného prostiedia nelegalnim lovem jsou cileny na
déti a obyvatele z okrajovych Casti Biosférické rezervace Dja
Awareness raising and educational activities focusing on the protection of endangered animal species in the context of habitat loss and illegal hunting are aimed at

children and residents from the edges of the Dja Biosphere Reserve
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Obdobné jako v minulych letech pokracovala spoluprace se zachrannou stanici vedenou Krélovskou spole¢-
nosti na ochranu pfirody v Bhutanu, kterd se vénuje zejména kriticky ohrozené volavce cisafské (Ardea insignis).
V tomto pfipadé pomoc spocivala v poskytnuti veterinarniho vybaveni, spotfebniho materidlu a veterindrniho
$koleni mistnich pracovniku.

V portfoliu ochranfskych aktivit in situ nezdstavaji stranou ani domaci projekty v Cesku. Jeden z kli¢ovych
projektd se tyka dfive hojné, ale nyni velice vzacné ryby zejména stojatych vod - karase obecného (Carassius
carassius). Projekt je realizovan ve spolupraci s Biologickym centrem AV CR, Ceskou zemédélskou univerzitou
a Ceskym rybéafskym svazem. Zakladni naplIni projektu je mnoZeni geneticky provéfenych cistych karasd a jejich
nasledné vypousténi do nadrzi se specifickym managementem, silné omezujicim riziko pfimiseni invazniho kara-
se stiibfitého (Carassius gibelio).

‘
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Jeden z nasich Klicovych in situ projektd v Cesku se tyka dFive hojného karase obecného (Carassius carassius). Jeho cilem je mnoZeni geneticky provéfenych Gistych
karas( a jejich nasledné vypousténi do nddrzi se specifickym managementem
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Taking the pole position in Prague Zoo's notional top ten of breeding successes for 2023, as well as one of the
biggest achievements in its history, was rearing of the first baby pangolin in Europe. The female Chinese pangolin
(Manis pentadactyla), named Siska (pronounced Shishka), was born on 2 February, just under a year after her
parents arrived from Taipei Zoo. Although there were issues whilst rearing her—she had to be artificially fed for
some time—the pangopup was successfully raised. One of the main articles in this issue of Gazella is dedicated
to this quite exceptional, though hopefully not singular, achievement. The significance of this rearing is further
enhanced since it has succeeded in drawing attention to the issue of pangolin conservation. They are the most
illegally traded mammals in the world, primarily because of their scales (used in traditional Chinese medicine).

In 2023, when 1,358,292 visitors passed through Prague Zoo's gates, a total of 1,139 young from 210 mammal,
bird and reptile species (66 mammal species, 103 bird species and 41 reptile species) were born or hatched, and a total
of 910 young from 188 species (of which there were 59 mammal species, 92 bird species and 37 reptile species) were
recorded as having been successfully reared at the end of the year. At the end of 2023, a total of 6,296 individuals from
703 species were kept. In the main categories (mammials, birds, reptiles), there were 4,062 individuals from 596 species.

A detailed list of the species kept and young born is given in the conventional tables in the following chapter.
This section provides a selection of the most important events in individual breeding programmes, as well as ac-
tivities within in-situ conservation projects. It is based on the texts written by the respective curators and section
heads for the Prague Zoo's 2023 Annual Report, which is available in Czech language on the Prague Zoo website:
https://www.zoopraha.cz/documents/2024-082_Vyrocni-zprava-2023.pdf

The year 2023 saw the birth or hatching of 335 young from 41 species of reptiles—turtles, lizards and snakes. One
of the major and groundbreaking events of the year was the hatching of two young impressed tortoises (Manouria
impressa), a species that no European zoo has ever managed to reproduce. Until a few years ago, it was thought that
keeping impressed tortoises in captivity was impossible due to their sensitivity and complex living requirements. Our
breeding group is made up of four females obtained in 2010 as hatchlings from a private project under the auspices
of the University of Basel, and a male imported in November 2022 from Taipei Zoo, following a long official process.

The second most important breeding success was the spiny turtle (Heosemys spinosa). We are the only Eu-
ropean institution to steadily breed these turtles. The reproduction programme was set up in 2001 with enough
individuals from the so-called “Hong Kong confiscation”and they are included in the EAZA breeding programme.
Nevertheless, it is very difficult to breed them because they only lay one egg at a time, requiring very specific
incubation conditions. Thus, it is even more gratifying that we have managed to breed from a female that hatched
in our zoo, achieving, for the first time in Europe, a second generation in the female line.

As concerns pancake tortoises (Malacochersus tornieri), the situation in institutions affiliated to EAZA is so
stable that no breeding recommendation has been issued. However, we did have an exception when one juvenile
hatched, making it the third subsequent generation in our zoo, which is still highly unusual achievement for long-
lived tortoises in zoological gardens. We are overjoyed to have one hatchling of the Southeast Asian box turtle
(Cuora amboinensis), as recently there have been difficulties incubating the eggs of this long-kept species.

A very notable breeding success was achieved with the Peter’s rock agama (Agama picticauda), with 24 hatch-
lings. This is the first time the species’' name has appeared in our materials. This is due to a taxonomic revision of
the previously widespread common agama species complex, which was split into several more locally restricted
species. If their place of origin is unknown, identifying them without a DNA analysis is impossible. This analysis
was done for us by an expert group from the Faculty of Science of the Charles University. The analysis resulted in
redesignating the West African rainbow agama as the Peter’s rock agama.

After several years Prague Zoo achieved an exceptional breeding result with the common chuckwalla (Sauromalus
ater), 17 young, the highest number ever recorded at the zoo. For the first time, the frilled lizard (Chlamydosaurus kingii),
which we added to our collection in the previous year, bred in Prague Zoo, as did some other newly acquired species—
the oriental garden lizard (Calotes versicolor) and the East Indian brown mabuya (Mabuya multifasciata). These had been
placed in the entrance rondel of the Indonesian Jungle, in tropical vegetation above the water surface.

A special mention should go to the Cuban ground iguanas (Cyclura nubila nubila). In 2023, the founder of the
breeding line, a male called Pepino, died of old age. This record-breaking male had lived at Prague Zoo for 31 years,
5 months and 17 days, having arrived as a fully grown adult at the age of at least 10 years. In October, 9 juveniles

23


https://www.zoopraha.cz/documents/2024-082_Vyrocni-zprava-2023.pdf

hatched, making it the 25% year of Cuban ground iguana young at Prague Zoo. The total number is a highly re-
spectable 248, with Pepino’s genes represented in most of them to some degree.

One exhibit in the Terrarium has recently been displaying young specimens of the very rarely kept, thus also
very attractive, Bates's tree boa (Corallus batesii). The exhibit has been prepared so that it imitates the tree canopy
of the Amazon rainforest.

New species have also been acquired for the upcoming Gobi exhibit in the grounds near the upper station of
the chairlift. Although the Przewalski's horses will dominate, there is also space for smaller Mongolian fauna, includ-
ing several reptile species. Apart from the Tartar sand boas (Eryx tataricus), which were acquired as juveniles from
Cologne Zoo, and which have been kept in our zoo for several years, autumn saw the acquisition of three species of
small lizards typical for Central Asia. These are the Gobi racerunner (Eremias przewalskii), the Przewalski's toadhead
agama (Phrynocephalus przewalskii) and the Mongolian sunwatcher agama (Phrynocephalus helioscopus varius).

Successful reproduction was recorded among three amphibian species. We use the common tree frog (Poly-
pedates leucomystax) in various exhibits to fill the habitat and to kill excess insects. The more difficult-to-breed file-
eared tree frog (Polypedates otilophus) is exhibited, along with the aforementioned species, in the aquarium in the
entrance rondel to the Indonesian Jungle house, however, for breeding it is necessary to create special conditions
(a rain chamber) in the rear facilities. The white-spotted reed frog (Heterixalus alboguttatus), which has a display in
the Africa up Close house, has also been bred using a similar technique in the rear facilities.

Although we do not generally attempt to breed communally kept fish, replenishing stocks with offspring
from farms, we put special emphasis on one characteristic group of fish exhibited in the Indonesian Jungle house
and try to breed them in the rear facilities. This group is the rainbowfish, and we have been able to breed four spe-
cies: the red rainbowfish (Glossolepis incisus), the dwarf neon rainbowfish (Melanotaenis praecox), the Bleher's rain-
bowfish (Chilatherina bleheri) and the Boeseman's rainbowfish (Melanotaenis boesemani). Two species of fish can
breed directly in the exhibits. These are the Arulius barb (Dawkinsia tambraparniei), which has had its scientific
name or taxonomic identification changed four times during its successful presence in the Indonesian Jungle
house, and the Malabar danio (Devario malabaricus) from the Chambal house.

As concerns the bird section, we had a total of 220 species in potential breeding pairs in 2023, of which a total
of 146 laid at least one egg. Demonstrably fertilised clutches were obtained from 112 species, 103 species hatched
chicks, and 92 species managed to rear them.

A historic event in aviculture came in October with the import of Brazilian mergansers (Mergus octosetaceus),
the first to be exported outside their homeland. Five pairs were obtained from Zooparque Itatiba in Brazil, with
whom we are collaborating on a breeding programme. The birds have adapted very well in a greenhouse-type
environment in the rear facilities. A new species was also introduced to the public—the flightless Fuegian steamer
duck (Tachyeres pteneres). Since January 2024, after completing the required quarantine period, a pair from the
Walsrode Bird Park has been inhabiting the exhibit alongside Humboldt's penguins.

Among the rare hatchlings reared in 2023 were five young magpie geese (Anseranas semipalmata) and eight
Hartlaub’s ducks (Pteronetta hartlaubii). This is the third time in a row the Hartlaub’s ducks have been reared nat-
urally, with 15 chicks reared so far. The nesting of Australasian little pied cormorants (Microcarbo melanoleucos),
whose European population has experienced a huge decline, was a success. Currently, the largest colony outside
their original home range can be found in Prague Zoo. By the end of 2023, a total of 12 chicks had been reared,
the biggest success to date. It was pleasing to see that all the ibis species kept were successfully reared: Amer-
ican white (Eudocimus albus)—three chicks, straw-necked (Theskiornis spinnicollis\—four chicks, black-headed
(Threskiornis melanocephalus)—two chicks, black-faced (Theristicus melanopsis)—one chick and, for the first time
in Prague Zoo, the Malagasy sacred ibis (Threskiornis bernieri)—one chick. This species is a rarely kept endemic
of Madagascar, similarly to the Madagascar crested ibis (Lophotibis cristata urschi), which naturally reared three
young, a truly rare result. For the first time in Prague Zoo and in the Czech Republic, we reared one chick of the
white-faced ibis (Plegadis chihi) from South America. The gigantic nest of the hamerkop (Scopus umbretta) built in
a walk-through aviary, where the pair raised three chicks, attracted quite a lot of the visitors' attention.

One juvenile Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) and seven juvenile lesser kestrels (Falco naumanni)
were sent to Bulgaria to strengthen the reintroduction programme. They are currently in adaptation aviaries from
which they will be released into the wild in spring. Two juvenile Ural owls (Strix uralensis macroura) were also
provided for reintroduction, in this case to Austria. Among the Galliformes, the five chicks of the endangered
red-billed curassow (Crax blumenbachii) are greatly appreciated as it was the first time this species had bred in
the Czech Republic. Another first was the successful rearing of a Vietnam pheasant (Lophura edwardsi) of the
hatinhensis type, while, as has now become, traditional, we also reared chicks of the edwardsi type—five in total.
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Duhovka Bleherova (Chilatherina bleheri) je jednim ze ¢ty druhd duhovek, které se podatilo rozmnofit v zdzemi. Expozicné jsou umistény v akvariu u vstupu do
pavilonu Indonéské dzungle

Bleher’s rainbowfish (Chilatherina bleheri) is one of four species of rainbowfish that have been successfully bred in the rear facilities. They are on display in an
aquarium at the entrance to the Indonesian Jungle house

Foto/Photo Petr Hamernik

Vizécné chovani a atraktivni psohlavci Batesovi (Corallus batesii) obohatili expozicni celek Terdria
Rarely kept and attractive Bates's tree boas (Corallus batesii) have enriched the Terrarium
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One of the most outstanding successes of the zoo's bird section were the two keas (Nestor notabilis) that were
hand-reared by the keepers at the beginning of the year, but were later adopted by their parents. Another great
success in parrot breeding were the four chicks obtained from two pairs of Edwards's fig parrots (Psittaculirostris
edwardsii). Before this, it had never been possible to raise chicks from two pairs in one breeding season. Moreover,
Prague Zoo is the only institution that has had long-term breeding success with this species. Highly gratifying was
the first parent-rearing of yellow billed amazons (Amazona collaria) in the Rdkos' House: five chicks.

In barred laughingthrushes (lanthocincla lunulata), two young were successfully reared after a nine-year
hiatus—an exceptional achievement. In 2023, these juveniles became the only offspring in the world to be reared
in a zoo. Just as rare are the rufous-cheeked laughingthrushes (Garrulax castanotis), which managed to rear two
chicks. They hatched in the hatchery and the keepers got them feeding successfully before returning them to
their parents. We have successfully applied this “parent fostering” method in multiple cases. After ten years, the
hatchery saw the hatching of three Asian fairy-bluebird (Irena puella) chicks. One was hand-reared by a keeper,
another by the parents, and the third unfortunately died. Nevertheless, it was still a significant breeding success.

In mammal breeding, 398 young were born to 66 species. The most important mammal to be born and, in
fact, the zoo's most important newborn this year, was the above-mentioned female Chinese pangolin. However,
equally important was the rearing of a young short-beaked echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus lawesii). The puggle,
hatched in the first half of January, thrived for a long time, however, the weaning period, which occurs at about
eight months of age, proved critical. The puggle did not take adult food and its weight dropped. This was like pug-
glesin other zoos, San Diego, for example. The observed decrease can reach up to tens of percent of the weight. In
our case, the drop was from about 1,300 g to just 870 g! After consulting our colleagues in San Diego, the puggle
was repeatedly fed with a probe under anaesthesia, which is both demanding and risky. At the same time, med-
ication against coccidia was administered. In the end, we managed to unblock the puggle’s intestines and start
its appetite. By the end of the year, it weighed over 1.5 kg (unfortunately, despite being successfully reared, the
young echidna died shortly after reaching its first year of life).

Among the marsupials, the rearing of three juvenile forest wallabies of the genus Dorcopsis, two juvenile east-
ern grey kangaroos (Macropus giganteus tasmaniensis), which have successfully settled down in the walk-through
enclosure, and three juvenile eastern wallaroos (Osphranter robustus robustus) were all significant events for us. The
latter species is reproducing so successfully at Prague Zoo that we have been able to establish breeding or bachelor
groups in four other zoos. A key event, however, was importing a female Tasmanian wombat (Vombatus ursinus
tasmaniensis). The female, Winkleigh, was born in Trowunna, Tasmania, and is a practiced mother who has already
reared young. Shortly after she met the male, Cooper, we noted the first mating and by the end of the year it was
evident that the later matings had been successful. However, we also bore witness to some sad events among
the marsupials, such as the death of an iconic individual—Prasivka (“Scabbers”), the female long-nosed potoroo
(Potorous tridactylus) that was one of the oldest documented potoroos in the world. She was over 14 when she died.

Several small mammal species reared young, including twin northern great galagos (Galago garnetti), one
juvenile Philippine porcupine (Hystrix pumila), and one juvenile North American porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum).
In the case of the North American porcupine, it was gratifying that the juvenile was the second generation after
its mother. The smallest mammal kept at Prague Zoo—the Etruscan shrew (Suncus etruscus)—had a high number
of young, 16 in all. Among the new arrivals and species to start breeding were four Brandt’s voles (Lasiopodomys
brandtii), which reproduced immediately, and six pairs of the wild form of the Mongolian gerbil (Meriones un-
guiculatus). Both species were planned to be placed in the accompanying exhibits next to the enclosures built
for the Przewalski’s horses.

Apart from the small rodents, the largest ones also made a return to the zoo. A part of the old elephant pa-
vilion was adapted for the capybaras (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris). The capybara pair share an enclosure with the
giant anteaters (Myrmecophaga tridactyla). As concerns aardvark (Orycteropus afer) breeding, we proceeded with
replacing the animals and changed the hitherto successful breeding pair. The female Kvida, who was 18 in May,
repeatedly suffered from problems with her teeth during her pregnancies, which made the rearing of the young
complicated and impacted her deteriorating health. She will be replaced by a young female called Sabi, which we
acquired from Pilsen Zoo.

The first reproduction of the new pair of bush dogs (Speothos venaticus) was a joyous occasion, with two pups
born. The South American tayras (Eira barbara) raised two cubs (males) from a second generation “Czech” mother.
An unexpected loss was the death of a female polar bear (Ursus maritimus) at just under 20 years, earlier than we
would have anticipated. The cause was multi-organ cancer. There was also a sad note for Asian elephant (Elephas
maximus) breeding. Amaleg, one of the young elephants born in 2020, died at the end of January. This was due to
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Jeden ze dvou odchovanyich nestor(i kea (Nestor notabilis) spolu s otcem pii hfe s enrichmentovym prvkem
One of the two keas (Nestor notabilis) reared in 2023, playing with an enrichment item alongside its father

Foto/Photo Oliver Le Que

Po prichodu nové samice psa pralesniho (Speothos venaticus) se podafilo po péti letech restartovat reprodukci. Otcem dvou odchovanych Stéfiat je navic posledni
odchované mladé, narozené v roce 2018

Following the arrival of a new female bush dog (Speathos venaticus), reproduction was successfully restarted after five years. The father of the two pups s the last
bush dog reared at the zoo, born in 2018
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a severe infection with elephant endotheliotropic herpesvirus (EEHV), which is the greatest risk in elephant breed-
ing. Juvenile elephants over two years are particularly at risk, which this case confirmed. There is still no effective
treatment against EEHV and the course of infection is extremely aggressive and rapid. Despite the team of keepers
and veterinarians investing a great deal of effort to save the baby elephant, the young female did not make it.

Among the ungulates, three sable antelopes (Hippotragus niger) were born at the beginning of the year. After the
whole group had been successfully reunited, visitors to the enclosure could observe the typical nursery, which the
young of this species form, with the females taking turns to look after the calves as they explored the exhibit on warm
days from March onwards. The critically endangered eastern bongos (Tragelaphus eurycerus isaaci) also had three calves.
For two of the mothers, the pregnancy resulted from the successful stimulation of the reproductive cycle. Unfortunate-
ly, the mother of the last calf, an experienced female, died in the first week after giving birth. We therefore resorted to
a unique rearing method, whereby the calf was fully integrated into the group and the willingness of the other two
lactating females to feed the foster calf was taken advantage of. Contactless bottle feeding with a milk replacement for
the first month helped the calf overcome the uncertain weeks at the beginning of its life.

Although several of the Nubian giraffes (Giraffa camelopardalis camelopardalis) were expected to give birth, in
the end only one female gave birth, the first-time mother Anna. Anna is the daughter of our male Johan; therefore
she was placed in a breeding herd in Liberec with an unrelated male during the 2022 season to ensure that her
reproduction could begin in a timely manner. Unfortunately, the mother’s inexperience and health complications
meant the calf could not be reared. Nevertheless, it was a very valuable experience for Anna and her future at-
tempts at breeding. At the beginning of spring, due to the absence of other births, we proceeded to release the
females with the breeding male Johan, for whom this was his last season. At the end of July his health started to
steadily deteriorate and he died at the advanced age of 23 years.

The ungulate department’s most important calf was the female lowland anoa (Bubalus depressicornis), the
smallest representative of the bovines kept at Prague Zoo. Only a few zoos keep this endemic species from Sulaw-
esi and in the last decade its reproduction has dropped to a critically low level.

Most cervid species give birth in relation to the season, the exception being the Javan rusa (Rusa timorensis).
This is a tropical species in which oestrus is not tied to the antler replacement cycle, so fawns are born at any time
of the year. This has been the most successful year for breeding so far—four does gave birth and all the fawns
were successfully reared.

We recorded the successful birth of twins in the group of Chacoan peccaries (Catagonus wagneri). We are
one of the few zoos to have regularly bred them over the last few years. It was one of just five successful litters
recorded in Europe in 2023.

As part of the primate breeding programme, we cannot omit a brief mention about the running of Prague
Zoo's newest pavilion, the Dja Reserve. All the planned animal species had fully occupied the pavilion by the end of
the year. The red river hogs (Potamochoerus porcus) had settled in nicely in the indoor areas that they shared with
de Brazza's monkeys (Cercopithecus neglectus). Once the weather permitted, both species were also released into
the outdoor enclosure. There, the hogs can root around in the substrate as they please, allowing visitors a glimpse
of the natural behaviour of these brightly coloured animals. The large exhibit of western lowland gorillas (Gorilla
gorilla gorilla) can also be considered fully populated. The gorillas and mantled guerezas (Colobus guereza) coexist
in complete harmony due to the ample space and the nature of both species. At the very least, when the young
gorilla male, Ajabu, and the male guerezas fool around with one another, it is the best possible enrichment for both.

A full list of kept species and reared juveniles is given on pages 30-44.

The standard role of modern zoos is not only to breed and care for animals ex situ but also to implement and
support conservation projects in situ, in the native habitats of endangered species. Prague Zoo is no exception.

One of the key in-situ projects is the Return of the Wild Horses. It is now focusing on reintroducing Przewal-
ski's horses to eastern Mongolia. After a process of selecting the most suitable location, which involved remote
sensing methods and numerous visits to potential sites to carry out botanical, zoological and parasitological
surveys, the Valley of Monasteries was ultimately chosen as the optimal site. This is an area of approximately
1,700 km?, most of it located within the Numrug Strictly Protected Area (SPA). More detailed monitoring was
carried out at the site, and in the second half of the year a survey was made focusing on future horse enclosures
and the site for the reintroduction centre’s administrative base.

In addition to Przewalski's horses, Prague Zoo's activities in Mongolia have also focused on protecting critical-
ly endangered wild camels (Camelus ferus). In 2023, after several years of research, the zoo began preparations for
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the construction of a new breeding centre in the Toli Bulag locality at the north-eastern edge of the Great Gobi A
Strictly Protected Area. This will be fully financed by Prague Zoo and has started to take on a more concrete form.
It is done in collaboration with the Wild Camel Protection Foundation (WCPF), a non-governmental organisation
that has been running the breeding centre in Zakhyn Us, the only one in the country, for many years. However,
this centre is gradually filling up, and it does not allow for more than one breeding male. The basis of the new
centre will be an enclosure of approximately 60 hectares with access to a permanent water source, the necessary
shelters, handling yards and other essential features. An important part of the complex will be a small building to
act as a base for the rangers who will tend to the new group. It is expected that the camel group will move there
in the autumn of 2024.

The year 2023 was marked by the ground work being laid for the first transport of Przewalski’s horses to
Kazakhstan, scheduled for the spring of the following year. An important milestone in this part of the Return of
the Wild Horses project was signing the Memorandum of Cooperation between Prague Zoo and the Forestry and
Wildlife Committee of the Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Altyn
Dala, the “Golden Steppe” in central Kazakhstan, was chosen for the reintroduction site, as it meets the requisite
conditions. The area offers sufficient space, suitable vegetation, an adequate water supply, favourable terrain, and
is free of livestock. What's more, the area already has the basic infrastructure as part of the ongoing reintroduction
of the Turkmenian kulan (Equus hemionus kulan). In connection with the preparations for this project, Prague Zoo
hosted an international workshop in August, focusing on the reintroduction methodology and the detailed plans
for the necessary steps to transport the first horses in June 2024. The workshop was attended by representatives
from all partners—the Association for the Conservation of Biodiversity of Kazakhstan (ACBK), the Forestry and
Wildlife Committee (Kazakhstan), Tierpark Berlin, Nuremberg Zoo, Hortobagy NP and Frankfurt Zoological Society.

The second high-priority in-situ project is the Wandering Bus in Cameroon. It focuses on educational activities
and raising awareness about the issues surrounding the conservation of endangered western lowland gorillas and
other species threatened by habitat loss and widespread illegal hunting. The entire project focuses on the children and
adults living on the edges of the Dja Biosphere Reserve. Although the covid-19 pandemic significantly affected the
project, it managed to bounce back and even expand in early 2023. The bus now stops at a sustainable farm for African
palm weevils (Rhynchophorus phoenicis) run by a partner organisation, the Living Forest Trust, which aims to offer local
communities an alternative livelihood. The Wandering Bus project celebrated its tenth anniversary in 2023. The Dja
Biosphere Reserve has started working with us on a new environmental education project, and additional support was
negotiated in the form of providing an all-terrain vehicle to make the anti-poaching patrols more effective. In addition
to the Dja Reserve, Prague Zoo has also supported Cameroon’s Ngoyla Faunal Reserve by providing funds to give the
reserve’s rangers basic equipment and for developing an educational project for local communities.

In 2023, entirely new cooperation also began with the Mount Kenya Wildlife Conservancy (MKWC) in Kenya.
One of its main focuses is the breeding and population reinforcement of eastern bongos (Tragelaphus eurycerus
isaaci). The project is run under the auspices of the Kenya Wildlife Service. The MKWC is also engaged in research
and monitoring, education and raising environmental awareness, it runs a wildlife sanctuary and, last but not least, it
works on ecosystem restoration through reforestation. It is this last activity that has become the focus of cooperation
between the MKWC and Prague Zoo, which is fully funding the reforestation project until July 2024 at the very least.

The support for projects in Australia, started in response to the catastrophic wildfires in 2019/2020, is ongoing.
These involve the southern corroboree frog (Pseudophryne corroboree), the southern population of the brush-
tailed rock-wallaby (Petrogale penicillata) and the mountain pygmy possum (Burammys parvus). Support also
continued for projects helping the Lord Howe Island stick insect (Dryococelus australis) and the Tasmanian devil
(Sarcophilus harrisii). As concerns the Tasmanian devils, we continue to support the management of an insurance
population on Maria Island that is free of the fatal devil facial tumour disease. We have also just started supporting
the breeding facility in Cressy, where the first four devils kept at Prague Zoo came from.

Similarly as in previous years, we continue to work with the conservation centre run by the Royal Society for Pro-
tection of Nature in Bhutan, which primarily focuses on the critically endangered white-bellied heron (Ardea insignis). In
this case, the assistance consisted of providing veterinary equipment, consumables and veterinary training for local staff.

The portfolio of in-situ conservation activities also has projects in the Czech Republic. One of the key ones in-
volves a fish that was once abundant, especially in standing water, but is now very rare, the crucian carp (Carassius
carassius). The project is in cooperation with the Biological Centre of the CAS, the Czech University of Life Sciences
and the Czech Anglers Union. The project’s focus is breeding crucian carp that have been proven to be genetically
pure and then releasing them into water bodies with a specific management that avoids, or at least strongly min-
imises, the risk of interbreeding with the invasive Prussian carp (Carassius gibelio).
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