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Koné Prevalského provézeli Jifiho Volfa témé¥ celym profesnim Zivotem
Przewalski's horses accompanied Jifi Volf throughout almost all his professional life
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7.btezna 2025 uplynulo 95 let od narozeni znamého zoologa Jifiho Volfa - byvalého pracovnika prazské zoo, dlou-
holetého vedouciho mezinarodni plemenné knihy koni Pievalského a uznavaného odbornika na lichokopytniky,
ktery ovlivnil nékolik generaci mladych zoologi i Sirokou vefejnost. | pies sviij vysoky vék je stale tvorivy, zvidavy,
s potfebou sdélovat svoje celozivotné nabyté zkusenosti v odborném tisku.

Jifi Volf pracoval v Zoo Praha v letech 1953-1994 postupné jako provozni zoolog, vedouci obchodniho a do-
kumentacniho oddéleni a samostatny védecky pracovnik. O jeho plsobeni v zoo podrobné informuji Jii Felix
(Felix 1994) pfi prilezitosti jeho odchodu do dlchodu a Evzen Kis (Kiis 2006) pfi dosazeni véku 75 let. K devadesa-
tindm pak vysel rozhovor Michala Machéacka s jubilantem v Tamtamech (Volf & Machacek 2020).

Jitiho Volfa jsem nejdfive na dalku poznal jako autora ¢léankd v Zivé, kterou jsem si jako stredogkolék predpla-
cel. Nazivo jsem ho poprvé spatfil na podzim roku 1966, kdyz jsem jako student Prirodovédecké fakulty Univer-
zity Karlovy dochazel do zoologické zahrady na pfednésku Zderika Veselovského ,Etologie a chov zvifat v zajeti”.
Osobné jsme se ale neseznamili. Tehdy jsem ovSem netusil, Ze se téméf 18 let (Unor 1971 - Cerven 1988) budu
s Jitim Volfem potkavat jako pracovnik prazské zoo. Prvni rok jako osetovatel zvifat a poté ve funkci provozniho
zoologa, ve které jsem Jifiho Volfa vystfidal, a on se stal vedoucim obchodniho a dokumenta¢niho oddélent. Se-
tkavali jsme se pak pravidelné na poradach u pana feditele Zderika Veselovského, na kterych se mimo novinek
u zvifat a provoznich problému projednavaly i vymény Ci prodeje a nakupy zvifat. Ve svych pocatcich jsem byl
Jitimu Volfovi vdé¢ny za jeho nezistné rady tykajici se jak chovu zvifat, tak organizace a realizace transport( zvifat.
Vyuzival jsem i jeho pocetné publikace, v kterych shrnul své poznatky a zkuSenosti s chovem nékterych z druhd,
které jsem mél na svéreném Useku na starosti. Kromé koni Prevalského to byli napf. zubfi, bizoni a dal3i. Jeho
publikace mi byly vzorem i pro vlastni publikacni ¢cinnost. Posledni fazi své kariéry v zoo (1979-1988) jsem prozil
jako podfizeny Jifiho Volfa na obchodnim a dokumentacnim oddéleni. To byla pfileZitost, jak se navzajem lépe
poznat. Spojovalo nas, ze jsme byli Zaky pana docenta Waltera Cerného (vyznaény ornitolog), a blizci jsme si byli
i nékterymi nazory nejen na fungovani zoologickych zahrad, ale i na vefejné déni. Imponovala mi jeho zarputilost
a piimocarost i zaniceni svou praci. Pfi pfipravé casopisu Gazella do tisku i psani ¢lank( prosazoval stru¢nost
a prednostni pouzivani cestiny tam, kde ji Ize nahradit cizi slova. To se mi vrylo pod kdZi natolik, Ze tento pfistup
budu dodrzovat az do konce Zivota. Obzvlasté mne tési, ze si spolupraci na Gazelle se mnou i po mém odchodu
ze zoo pochvaloval. Z nasi spoluprace vzesla i myslenka vydavat soupisy zvifat chovanych v ¢eskoslovenskych
zoologickych zahradéach, na jejichz sestavovani jsem pak v letech 1984-1987 pracoval s Evzenem Klsem. Mym
Ukolem byla rovnéz dokumentace chovanych zvifat, tehdy jesté v papirové podobé. | v dobé, kdy jsem uz v zoo
nepracoval, jsem s potésenim sledoval, Ze Jifi Volf ji stéle vyuziva ve svych publikacich.

| pies vysoky vék je Jifi Volf stale velice publikacné ¢inorody. Jeho bibliografie je obdivuhodnd, v letech 1953-
2023 obsahuje celkem 492 polozek. Pozornost nevénuje jen odbornému zpracovéni tdajli a poznatkd, které za
|éta pUsobeni v zoo nashromazdil, ale i popularizaci zoologické zahrady a jejich chovanci.

Zvlastni postaveni v zivoté Jifiho Volfa zaujima kin Prevalského. Byl u zrodu Mezinarodni plemenné knihy, jejimz
vedenim byla Zoo Praha povéfena na I. mezinarodnim sympoziu na zachranu koné Prevalského v zafi 1959 v Praze.
Vedl ji az do roku 1990. Ani po odchodu do dichodu se o tento druh nepfestal zajimat. Mél to Stésti, Ze se v roce 1998
mohl Gcastnit vypousténi skupiny koni z Evropy, véetné tii koni z Prahy, do volnosti v rezervaci Tachin Tal v mongolské
Gobi. Sam se zminil, Ze nevéfil, Ze by toho byl nékdy svédkem. Krasny pocit z takového mimoiadného zavrieni dlouho-
dobé prace vénované zachrané koné Prevalského mu ze srdce pfeji. Bibliografie Jifiho Volfa je velmi pestrd, obsahuje
celou fadu kniznich tituli, mnoho odbornych praci, ale i velké mnozstvi populérné nau¢nych ¢lankd jak pro odbornou,
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tak i pro Sirokou vefejnost. Je fazena chronologicky v kategoriich, které vychézeji z jeho osobniho soupisu. V oblasti
popularnich ¢lankd jsou tdaje nékdy nelipIné a obtizné dohledatelné, nicméné je pro Uplnost uvadime taktéz. Velké
podékovani pfi zpracovani bibliografie patii Janu Robovskému za peclivé precteni, opravy, pfipominky a cenné rady.

Foto/Photo Vladimir Motycka

Spole¢né s Hanou Herafiovou pfi névitévé Otakara Stépanka (vjznaénj zoolog) v Zoo Praha v roce 1993
Together with Hana Herariova during Otakar St&panek’s (eminent zoologist) visit to Praque Zoo in 1993

Foto/Photo Viadimir Motycka

V roce 1988 nad kartotékou koni Prevalského
In 1988 above the card catalogue of Przewalski’s horses
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On 7 March 2025, it was 95 years since the birth of the well-known zoologist Jifi Volf—a former employee of
Prague Zoo, long-time keeper of the International Studbook for Przewalski's horses, and a recognised expert on
perissodactyls, who has influenced several generations of young zoologists and the public alike. Despite his great
age, he is still creative, inquisitive, with a need to communicate the experience he has gained over his lifetime in
scientific journals.

Jifi Volf worked at Prague Zoo from 1953 to 1994, first as an operations zoologist, then as head of the Trade
and Documentation Department and as an independent researcher. His work at the zoo was reported in detail
by Jifi Felix (Felix 1994) to mark his retirement, and by Evzen Kis (Klis 2006) commemorating his 75® birthday.
Michal Machacek interviewed the jubilarian on his ninetieth birthday, which was published in Tamtamy (Volf &
Machécek 2020).

I first got to know Jifi Volf from afar as he was the author of articles in Ziva magazine, which | subscribed to
as a secondary school student. | first saw him in the autumn of 1966 when, as a student at the Faculty of Science,
Charles University, | attended a lecture by Zdenék Veselovsky (the then director of Prague Zoo) on “Ethology and
Breeding Animals in Captivity”. However, we did not meet in person. At that time, | had no idea that, as a Prague
Zoo employee for almost 18 years (February 1971 - June 1988), | would regularly meet him. In my first year, |
worked as a keeper before becoming an operations zoologist—a role | took over from him once he became the
head of the Trade and Documentation Department. We then met on a regular basis at meetings with the zoo's di-
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rector, Zdenék Veselovsky. It was here that we discussed what was new with the animals and operational prob-
lems, as well as the exchanges or sales and purchases of animals.

In my early days, | was grateful to him for his selfless advice on keeping animals, as well as on organising
and carrying out animal transports. | also made use of his numerous publications, in which he summarised his
knowledge and experience with breeding some of the species | had been entrusted with. Apart from Przewal-
ski's horses, these included American and European bison and others. His publications were also a model for my
own publishing activities. | spent the last phase of my career at the zoo (1979-1988) working under him at the
Trade and Documentation Department. This was a great opportunity to get to know each other better. We were
connected by the fact that we had both been students of Associate Professor Walter Cerny (eminent ornithologist),
and we had similar opinions on how to run zoos and on public affairs in general. | was impressed by his resolve and
directness as well as the enthusiasm he had for his work.

When preparing the Gazella magazine for print and when writing articles, he encouraged concise writing
and the preferential use of Czech rather than foreign words. This approach became so much a part of my nature
that | have kept it for the rest of my life. | am particularly pleased that he continued to relish working with me on
Gazella even after | left the zoo.

It was as we were working together that we came up with the idea of publishing inventories of the animals
kept in Czechoslovak zoos, on which | then collaborated with Evzen Kis from 1984 to 1987. My task was also
to document the animals, which at that time was still on paper. Even when | no longer worked at the zoo, | was
pleased to note that Jifi Volf was still using the inventory in his publications.

Despite his great age, he is still very vigorous in publishing. His bibliography is admirable, a total of 492
items published between 1953 and 2023. His attention focuses on both a professional processing of the data and
knowledge he has accumulated over the years of working at the zoo, as well as popularising the zoo and its wards.

The Przewalski's horse holds a special place in Jiti Volf's life. He was at the birth of the International Studbook
that Prague Zoo was entrusted with managing at the First International Symposium for the Rescue of the Przew-
alski‘s Horse, held in September 1959 in Prague. He managed it until 1990. Even upon retiring, he hasn't lost his
interest in this species. In 1998, he was fortunate enough to be there when a group of horses from Europe, includ-
ing three from Prague, were released into the wild at the Takhin Tal reserve in the Mongolian Gobi. He himself had
mentioned that he did not believe he would ever witness this. | know full-well just what a wonderful feeling he
must have from this extraordinary culmination of his long-term work to rescue the Przewalski's horse.

Jifi Volf's bibliography is very varied, containing a whole host of book titles, many scientific works, as well as
many popular science articles, both for the professional and public. It is arranged chronologically in categories
based on his personal inventory. As concerns the popular science articles, the data are sometimes lacking and
difficult to trace, nevertheless, we present them for completeness.

A great many thanks go to Jan Robovsky for his careful perusal, corrections, comments and valuable advice.

FELIX J., 1994. Jifi Volf - Ctyficet let prace nejen pro prazskou zoologickou zahradu. [Jifi Volf: Fourty years of work
not only for Prague Zoological Garden]. Gazella 21 (1994): 131-139.

KUS E., 2006. Zivot neni pfimocary (K 75. narozenindm dr. Jifiho Volfa). [Life is not always so straightforward (For
the 75% birthday of Dr Jifi Volf)]. Gazella 33 (2006): 167-173.

VOLF J. & MACHACEK M., 2020. At ze mne mluvi téch devadesat! Tamtamy 23(1-2): 18-21.
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