Narozeni dvou samicek slont indickych (Elephas maximus) bylo udélosti roku 2020.

Vlevo Amalee, vpravo Lakuna, 4. 8. 2020

The birth of two females of Asian elephants (Elephas maximus) was the event of the year 2020. .

On the left Amalee, on the right Lakuna, 4 August 2020 Foto/Photo by Vaclav Silha



JAROSLAV SIMEK
Zoologicka zahrada hl. m. Prahy, U Trojského zamku 120/3, 171 00 Praha 7

Po Uspésné sezdné roku 2019, kdy se podafilo pfekonat rekord navstévnosti (1 456 526 navstévnikad),
prisly neocekévané udélosti. Rok 2020, stejné jako rok nasledujici, byl poznamendn celosvétovou pan-
demii covid-19, ktera vyraznym zplisobem zaséhla do provozu zoologické zahrady. V dlsledku pfis-
nych protiepidemickych opatfeni byla zoo v priibéhu roku celkem na 114 dn( zcela uzaviena a branami
prazské zoo v roce 2020 proslo jen 851 623 navitévnikd. V dobé uzavieni zoologické zahrady vznikl vy-
jimecny projekt ,Kratce ze zoo", kdy chovatelé nataceli na chytré telefony krétka videa dokumentujici
Zivot zvifat ve ztichlé zoo. V priibéhu roku tak vzniklo vice nez 800 jedine¢nych videi, z nichz mnoha
vzbudila mimoradny zajem. Kromé zcela zdsadnich vypadk( pfijm( z dlvodu uzavieni zoo méla pro-
tiepidemicka opatfeni dopad i na vlastni provoz. Béhem vétsi ¢asti prvniho pololeti byli chovatelé roz-
déleni na nezavislé tymy a protiepidemicka opatfeni byla zavedena zejména u potencidlné vnimavych
skupin zvifat (priméti, Selmy). DUsledky méla situace v oblasti tykajici se pfesund zvifat, kdy bylo oproti
roku 2019 realizovano pfiblizné o ¢tvrtinu méné piipadu. Diky vsem zavedenym opatienim vsak v pri-
béhu roku v provozu nedoslo k citelnym personalnim ani chovatelskym vypadkdm.

Vyjimecna situace nepoznamenala mnoZzstvi chovanych zvifat, ani narozenych a odchovanych
mladat, jejichz pocty byly obdobné jako v roce predeslém.V roce 2020 se narodilo Ci vylihlo celkem
1 374 mladat 217 druhd savct, ptakd a plazh (79 druht savcd, 100 druhl ptak( a 38 druhd plazd),
v kategorii odchovanych bylo ke konci roku vedeno celkem 1 110 mladat 193 druh (z toho 73 druhd
savcl, 85 druh(i ptakd a 35 druh plaz).

Bezpochyby mezi nejocekavanéjsi a nejvyznamnéjsi mladata prvniho covidového roku patfila dvé
mladata slond indickych (Elaphas maximus). Obé slonice dovezené ze Sri Lanky, Tamara a Janita, poro-
dily na jare své jiz druhé mladé. Kromé toho, ze oba porody probéhly bez komplikaci, ddvodem k radosti
bylo i pohlavi mladat. V obou piipadech se jedna o samicky, které v pfipadé Uspésného odchovu zde
budou moci zlistat a vytvofit spole¢né se svymi matkami zéklad chovného stada pro nasledujici gene-
race. Prvni z nich, pozdéji pojmenovand Lakuna, se narodila 27. bifezna, druhd - Amalee - pak 9. kvétna.

Zatimco jaro bylo ve znameni slond, nejvyznamnéjsim pfirGstkem druhé poloviny roku se stalo
mladé orangutana sumaterského (Pongo abelii), které se narodilo 17. listopadu. Rodici jsou samice
Mawar a samec Pagy, potomek prvniho orangutana narozeného v Ceskoslovensku, legendarniho samce
Kamy. TrebaZe prazsky chov tohoto druhu ma jiz téméF Sedesatiletou tradici, jde tu teprve o tfeti oran-
gutani mladé, a nyni jediného pokracovatele této geneticky cenné linie. Jak se brzo potvrdilo, jednd
se o samecka. S nardzkou na dilo spisovatele a ochrance orangutan(i Terryho Pratchetta dostal jméno

Pustakawan, indonésky Knihovnik.

Rok 2020 byl diky neutuchajici kvalitni chovatelské praci ve znameni i fady dalsich vyznamnych
mladat napfi¢ chovatelskymi Useky. K nejcennéjsim odchoviim mezi plazy patfila jiz tietim rokem
po sobé mladata enigmatickych varanovcl bornejskych (Lanthanotus borneensis), pficemz do re-
produkce se zapojila jiz tfeti samice. Prvni ptaci druhy se v prvni sezoné po jeho otevieni v roce
2019 podafilo odchovat v Rdkosové pavilonu. Nejvyznamnéjsim se v tomto modernim pavilonu
stalo prvni odchované mladé nestora key (Nestor notabilis). Téz poprvé v historii Zoo Praha se po-
dafilo odchovat mladé i daldiho z druhli prezentovanych v Rékosové pavilonu - trichy orliho (Psittri-
chas fulgidus), byt v tomto pfipadé bylo umélého odchovu dosazeno u druhého paru v chovatelském
zazemi. Historického odchovu jsme dosahli u dvojzoborozcli nosorozcich (Buceros rhinoceros silves-
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MIadé orangutana sumaterského (Pongo abelii) pojmenované Pustakawan (zkracené Kawi), na snimku ze 17. 3.2021
Sumatran orangutan baby (Pongo abelii) named Pustakawan (Kawi for short), pictured on 17 March 2021
Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek

tris), kdyz samice jménem Markéta vyvedla své 16.a 17. mladé a zapsala se tak do historie jako nej-
vice mladat. Vyse zminény trojlistek vyjimecnych savcich mladat doplnil dalsi chovatelsky vyznamny
prirdstek, a to druhy v prazské zoo odchovany tapir ¢abrakovy (Tapirus indicus), ktery pfisel na svét
v poloviné dubna. Podle mladéci kresby srsti tvorené bilymi teckami a ¢arkami na tmavém podkladé
byl pojmenovéan Morse.

| pres vyrazné omezeni na poli mezinarodni pfepravy, byl i rok 2020 ve znameni pfichodid novych
zvifat, a to nejen pro standardni dopliiovani chovnych skupin nebo pard.V priibéhu roku se v Zoo Praha
v souladu s dlouhodobymi plany objevilo nékolik novych, diive nechovanych, taxond. Mezi nejvyznam-
néjsi patfil prichod tii rajek volavych (Paradisaea raggiana), ziskanych diky spolupraci se Zoo San Diego.
Pribyly viak i dal3i pozoruhodné druhy, napfiklad uZovka urartskd (Elaphe urartica), trnorep somalsky
(Uromastyx princeps), ibis bélolici (Plegadis chihi), trogon limcovy (Trogon collaris) ¢i bércoun Peterstiv
(Rhynchocyon petersi). Z nové piichozich jedincl tradi¢né chovanych druhl uvedme alespon samici
pandy cervené (Ailurus fulgens) nebo nového samce bonga horského (Tragelaphus euryceros isaaci).

Dlouho ocekdvanou udalosti bylo z divodu uzaviené zoo odlozené otevieni velkého expozi¢niho
komplexu DarwinQv krater — Australie a Tasmanie, kde navstévnici mohli poprvé obdivovat nékolik
novych druhd. Jiz na konci predeslého roku pfisli z Tasmanie Ctyfi dabli medvédoviti (Sarcophillus
harrisii) - samec a tfi samice. VSichni se na nové prostredi velmi dobfe adaptovali a v druhé poloviné
roku vsichni Ctyfi perfektné ovladli cely prostor expozic, nechali se chovatelem krmit z ruky a snaseli
i veterinarni prohlidku. V roce 2020 pfibyly do expozi¢niho celku dalsi druhy: klokani obrovsti tasmansti
(Macropus giganteus tasmaniensis), ktefi odchovali prvni mladé jesté béhem podovozni karantény,
a klokénci krysi (Potorous tridactylus). Do Darwinova kréteru se pfesunuly také nékteré tradi¢ni druhy -
klokan parma (Notamacropus parma), klokan rudokrky tasmansky (Notamacropus rufogriseus rufogri-
seus) a jezura australska (Tachyglossus aculeatus). Kromé savc(i Darwin(iv krater predstavil i vzacné krajty
kylnaté (Morelia carinata), velmi charakteristického australského hada smrtono3e zmijiho (Acanthophis
antarcticus) a ve dvou voliérach nékolik druhti ptakd obyvajicich prostiedi australskych mokradd, jako
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Nutmeg - samicka dabla medvédovitého (Sarcophilus harrisii) v nové expozici DarwinGv krater
Nutmeg - a female Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) in the new exhibit Darwin’s Crater
Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

DA

Hroch obojzivelny (Hippopotamus amphibius) Tchéco ve znovuotevieném pavilonu po rekonstrukci technologie ¢isténi
vody

Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius) Tchéco in the reopened house after the reconstruction of water purification
technology Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik
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je napf. kormoran cernobily (Phalacrocorax melanoleucos), poldk hnédavy (Aythya australis) &i ledndk
modrokfidly (Dacelo leachii), a suché australské buse, jejiz dominantou je velké chovné hejno vzacné
chovanych papouskl vinkovanych (Melopsittacus undulatus) ptvodni volné Zijici formy.

Kromé Darwinova krateru byla na jafe zprovoznéna novd expozice pro kotuly veverovité (Saimiri
sciureus) v ramci expozi¢niho celku Opici ostrovy. BEhem léta byla dokoncena vystavba nového za-
zemi pro krokodyly kubanské (Crocodylus rhombifer), kde byl zérover zahdjen program komercnich
komentovanych prohlidek, pficemz takto ziskané prostredky jsou urceny na podporu ochranéiského
projektu na Kubé. Pfi vyro¢ni slavnosti dne 28. zéfi byl po velkych stavebnich tpravéch tykajicich se
technologie ¢isténi vody znovu otevien Pavilon hrochtl. Nejzésadnéjsi stavebni aktivitou prvniho co-
vidového roku byla pokracujici vystavba nového pavilonu goril, jehoZ zakladni kdmen byl slavnostné
poloZen v listopadu 2019.

V pribéhu roku neutichly ani aktivity tykajici se klicovych in situ projekt(i. Dlouho ocekévana zprava
pfisla z chranéné oblasti Velka Gobi B, kde i diky projektu Zoo Praha,Navrat divokych koni”, celkovy
pocet volné Zijicich koni Pfevalského (Equus przewalskii) poprvé preséhl 300 jedincd. Pfestoze posledni
planovany transport koni z evropského chovu jiz v diisledku omezeni souvisejicich s pandemii covid-19
neprobéhl, materidlni a finan¢ni podpora Zoo Praha pokracovala. Podobné pokracoval i druhy ze sté-
Zejnich in situ projektd, a to environmentalné-vzdélavaci projekt,Toulavy autobus” v Kamerunu. Prostor
zlistal i pro podporu dalsich in situ projektd, dlouhodobé podporovanych Zoo Praha. Rliznou formou
podpory a zapojeni tak pokracovaly projekty na ochranu gavialG indickych (Gavialis gangeticus) na fece
Cambal, supti mrchozravych (Neophron percnopterus) na Balkang, pekariti Wagnerovych (Catagonus
wagneri) v Paraguayi, volavky cisai'ské (Ardea insignis) v Bhutanu i saoly (Pseudoryx ngethinhensis) na
pomezi Laosu a Vietnamu. Dale pokracovala také nové navézana spoluprace na ochrané kriticky ohro-
zenych mor¢akd paranskych (Mergus octosetaceus) v Brazilii. Pozornost Zoo Praha si dlouhodobé zaslu-
huji nejen ohrozené druhy ve vzdalenych destinacich, ale i druhy mistni fauny. Nadale tak pokracoval
v aredlu zoo mimo jiné cileny pastevni management vzacné stepni lokality okolo usedlosti Sklenarka
nebo taktéZ v aredlu monitoring a management ploch pro jestérku zelenou (Lacerta viridis). Dohled na
revitalizované piirodni celky v zoo byl inspiraci pro zahajeni projektu ustaveni co nejptvodnéjsi rybi
obsadky mlynského nahonu s dGrazem na kriticky ohroZzeného karase obecného (Carrasius carrasius).
Koncem roku tento projekt zapocal vypusténim ndhonu a vylovenim stavajici rybi osadky.

Zcela nové a dopfedu neplanované aktivity souvisejici s ochranu in situ byly spustény v reakci na
katastrofalni pozary, jez vypukly v fadé oblasti Australie na podzim 2019 a zcela neustaly az do jara
2020, a které postihly jak tamni obyvatele, tak jedine¢nou pfirodu. To vyvolalo mimofadnou vinu soli-
darity i v Ceskeé republice. Na zékladé podnétti vefejnosti zfidila Zoo Praha sbirku na pomoc australské
fauné, kdy se i diky mediélni podpore Ceské televize podafilo vybrat neuvéfitelnych 23 miliond Ké! Cast
téchto prostfedki byla poskytnuta na lé¢eni zvitat bezprostiedné postizenych pozary, zejména koall
(Phascolarctos cinereus), ¢ast na ochranu ohrozenych druhd plivodni fauny, jejichZ situaci pozZary jesté
zhor3ily, napfiklad paropuch corroboree (Pseudophryne corroboree) a vakoplchi trpasli¢ich (Burramys
parvus), ¢i na podporu vybranych chranénych dzemi.

Pandemie covidu-19 nepfiznivé poznamenala chod Zoo Praha i v roce 2021. Po prvnich 101 dn0
roku byla zcela uzaviena, v dalSich tydnech a mésicich se musela vyporadavat s riznymi omezenimi
a dlouhodobé ji chybéli zahranicni turisté. Diky velkému zéjmu ceskych ndvstévnikl béhem léta se
viak podafilo pfibliZit hranici milionu ndvstévnikl - pfislo jich 987 962. Zejména z hlediska covidu
v exponovanéjsi prvni ¢asti roku byl maximalni dliraz kladen na zachovani chovatelského provozu
i pres rostouci pocet karantén a izolaci, které se dotkly fady zaméstnanc(i. Na nékterych chovatelskych
pracovistich byla v 1. pololeti opétovné zavedena prace v rezimu dvou stfidajicich se tymd (napiiklad
v Udoli slon(). Specificka Fedeni k zajisténi provozu si vyzadala mimofadna veterinarni opatfeni tyka-
jici se objektt Pavilonu Selem a plazi a Pavilonu goril, kterd byla vyhlasena v disledku pozitivnich pfi-
padd covidu-19 u goril (Gorilla gorilla gorilla), v indickych (Panthera leo persica) a dalsich kockovitych
Selem. Podstatné omezeni chovatelské prace se tykalo i ruseni ¢i odloZeni nékterych naplanovanych
pfesund zvitat. Ke konci roku se ale situace stabilizovala a chovatelsky provoz zoo jiz nebyl zésadni
mérou ovlivnén. V platnosti zlistavala jen pfislusna hygienicka a protiepidemicka opatreni. Symbo-
lickym spojenim mezi uzavienou zoo a jejimi fanousky se stala obrazova publikace Ztichla zoo, ktera

10



Prostfedky z vefejné sbirky na pomoc Australii byly mimo jiné smérovany na zachranu zvifat pfimo postizenych pozary,
jako byl tento koala (Phascolarctos cinereus)

Funds from the public collection to help Australia were directed, among other things, to the rescue of

animals directly hit by the fires, such as this koala (Phascolarctos cinereus)

Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek

rekapitulovala obdobi od zacatku bifezna 2020 do konce Ginora 2021. O tuto publikaci byl mimoradny
zéjem - mimo jiné i proto, Ze se zdjemcum prodavala s podpisy chovatell Zoo Praha. | pres viechna
omezeni byl rok 2021 v Zoo Praha mimoradné bohaty.

V druhém covidovém roce se narodilo ¢i vylihlo celkem 1 038 mlddat 200 druhd savc(, ptaku a plazt
(81 druht savcd, 86 druht ptakd a 33 druhi plazd), v kategorii odchovanych bylo ke konci roku vedeno
celkem 839 mladat 177 druhd (z toho 75 druh( savc(, 70 druht ptak{ a 32 druhd plazh). Pocet cho-
vanych zvifat cinil ke konci roku celkem 5 469 jedincti 685 druhd. V hlavnich kategoriich (savci, ptéci,
plazi) to bylo 3 812 jedinc(i 590 druhd.

Mezi pocetnou skupinou chovanych plazl zaujalo z hlediska ddleZitosti odchovu nejvyznamnéjsi
misto vylihnuti deviti mladat druhé generace zelv Smithovych (Pangshura smithii). Ta se po ndhodném
Uhynu dvou chovnych samcd stala pojistkou pokracovani chovu tohoto druhu, ktery jsme v roce 2009
rozmnozZili jako prvni zoo na svété. Zasadnim rozmnoZenym druhem byla také Zelva ostnité (Heosemys
spinosa), kterou nyni pravidelné mnozime jako jedina zoo v Evropé navzdory znaénému mnozstvi chova-
nych jedinct, pochazejicich z konfiskatu v roce 2001. Dlouhodobé vysoky chovatelsky standard pfinesl
fadu Uspéchl v chovu ptak(. Zacatkem fijna se vylihlo mladé trichy orliho (Psittrichas fulgidus), které se
stalo prvnim pfirozené odchovanym mladétem tohoto druhu v evropskych zoologickych zahradach.
Predeslé mladé, které se vylihlo na jafe, bylo odchovano uméle. Uspéchem skonéil také prvni piiro-
zeny odchov dvou mladat nestord kea (Nestor notabilis) a v pofadi jiz 4. pfirozené odchované mladé
kakadu palmovych (Probosciger aterrimus). Poprvé v Zoo Praha a poprvé po dvaceti letech v rdmci Ev-
ropy se podafilo rozmnozit vzacné chovanou kachnu pizmovku konzskou (Pteronetta hartlaubii), které
se vylihlo 7 mladat. Mezi historicky prvni odchovy patfil také bazant Salvadoriho (Lophura inornata)
a papousek Zlutoramenny (Psephotus chrysopterygius). Ve vech tfech pfipadech se zaroven jednalo
0 jediné odchovy danych druh(i v evropskych zoo. Papousek Zlutoramenny byl dokonce prvnim od-
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Prirozené odchované mladé trichy orliho (Psitrichas fulgidus) s rodici, na snimku z 1. 2. 2022
A parent reared young of Pesquet’s parrot (Psitrichas fulgidus) with its parents, pictured on 1 February 2022
Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

MIadeé jezury australské (Tachyglossus aculeatus) ve stéafi 62 dnli
A puggle of short-beaked echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus) at the age of 62 days Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek
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Vombat obecny (Vombatus ursinus tasmaniensis) Cooper se rychle stal jednou z hvézd Darwinova krateru
Common wombat (Vombatus ursinus tasmaniensis) Cooper quickly became one of the stars of the Darwin Crater
Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

chovem v zoologické zahradé na evropském kontinentu. Dvé mlédata se podafilo odchovat u supd
mrchozravych (Neophron percnopterus), pficemz jedno z nich bylo pozdéji odeslano do reintroduck-
niho projektu v jiznim Bulharsku.

Nejvyznamnéjsim mladétem narozenym v roce 2021 viak byla bezpochyby jeZura australska (Tachy-
glossus aculeatus). Prvni mladé tohoto vyjimecného ptakofitného savce se u nés vylihlo po 67 letech
chovu a zaroven jsme se stali teprve 7. evropskou instituci, ve které viibec k rozmnoZzeni doslo. Odchov
jezur je ale velmi zdlouhavy a riskantni. MIadé se stdvé samostatnym teprve ve staii 9 mésicl a do té
doby je vysledek stale nejisty. To se bohuzel potvrdilo, mladé uhynulo na akutni infekci ve véku 8 mésicd.

Mezi savci byl cenny odchov samicky tapira jihoamerického (Tapirus terrestris), ktera je prvnim po-
tomkem samice Taluen dovezené z Francouzské Guyany. Prekvapenim byl nezvykle velky vrh ¢tyf
mladat kunovité Selmy tayry (Eira barbara). Neobvykla byla i dvojcata pand cervenych (Ailurus ful-
gens), ktera se narodila jako prvni mladata nové pfichozi mladé samici hned v prvni rozmnozovaci se-
zoné. Patrné nejvétsi pozornost vefejnosti viak v roce 2021 vyvolalo narozeni v pofadi tfetiho mlddéte
gibona stfibrného (Hylobates moloch) v Zoo Praha. Samecek se narodil 20. listopadu. Velmi zajimavym
mladétem byl také bércoun africky (Macroscelides proboscideus), ktery se v nasem chovu opakované roz-
mnozoval, nicméné odchov se dosud nikdy nepodafilo dokoncit. Poprvé se podafilo odchovat mladata
u nové chovaného noséla bélohubého (Nasua narica), ktery v expozici nahradil invazni nosaly ¢ervené
(Nasua nasua). Po ¢astecné obméné skupiny se po nékolika letech narodilo mladé u bong horskych
(Tragelaphus eurycerus isaaci) a dlouho oc¢ekavanym pfiriistkem v sekci chovu kopytnik{ byla v kvétnu
narozena samicka primorozce beisy (Oryx beisa). Po péti letech se jednalo o Zivotaschopny prirGistek
samiciho pohlavi, ktery je vyznamny nejen pro generacni obmeénu prazské skupiny, ale i v kontextu
celé evropské populace trpici nedostatkem chovnych samic.

Rok 2021 byl ve znameni i nékolika vyznamnych piichod(i novych zvifat, jak jedinct druhd jiz cho-
vanych, tak druh( zcela novych. V samotném zavéru roku na zékladé doporuceni koordinatora EAZA
ex situ programu (EEP) probéhl pfichod vombata obecného (Vombatus ursinus tasmaniensis) do Darwi-
nova krateru, kde se tak po dvou letech zaplnily viechny expozice podle plvodniho zaméru. Mlady
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Nové pfichozi batagufi bengalsti (Batagur baska) v pavilonu Cambal
Newly arrived northern river terrapins (Batagur baska) in the Chambal house Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

samec vombata Cooper se narodil v Zoo Hannover zhruba v poloviné ¢ervence 2020 a stal se jedinym
vombatem chovanym na uzemi Ceské republiky. Navstévnici jej mohli spatfit ale aZ po uplynuti pfede-
psané doby karantény pocatkem ledna 2022.V dobé jeho pfichodu tento druh vacnatce chovalo pouze
osm evropskych zoologickych zahrad. Z dal3ich vyznamnych pfichodl novych druhti Ize uvést kakadu
havraniho (Calyptorhynchus banksii), hoko ¢ervenolalo¢natého (Crax blumenbachii) nebo rajku kralov-
skou (Cicinnurus regius). Zcela ojedinélym druhem, jak z taxonomického tak chovatelského hlediska,
ktery se vratil do zoo téméf po Sedesati letech, je kamis r(izkaty (Anhima cornuta). Mezi novinkami roku
nesmi chybét dilezita chovatelsko-expozi¢ni udalost, kterou se v srpnu stala vyména zdsadnich druh
vodnich Zelv chovanych v rdmci pavilonu Cambal. Dosud zde byli batagurové tuntong (Batagur affinis),
které chovdme dlouhodobé a ktefi z konfiskovanych mladat vyspéli v mohutné dospélé jedince. Jejich
naroky, zejména v zimnim obdobi, se viak bezvyhradné nekryly s naroky gavialt indickych (Gavialis
gangeticus) a proto je nahradil blizce pfibuzny batagur bengalsky (Batagur baska), jehoz aredl se his-
toricky s aredlem gaviéla prekryval.

| pfes pokracujici komplikace spojené s covidem-19 pokracovala v priibéhu roku vystavba nového
pavilonu goril, ktery byl koncem roku stavebné témér dokoncen. V souvislosti s blizici se dostavbou
pavilonu a ndvazného stéhovani goril, probihal po cely rok jejich trénink na pfesun do novych prostor.
Kromé tréninku na zachazeni do transportnich beden byl realizovan i veterinarni trénink pro injekéni
aplikaci 1&civ.

Vedle mnoha drobnéjsich akci pokracovaly pfipravy projektu Arktidy, nového domova pro medvédy
ledni (Ursus maritimus) a zacala prestavba tzv. Plani v horni ¢asti arealu zoo, a to demolici staré ubikace
koni Prevalského (Equus przewalskii), kterd byla jiz nevyhovujici a zchatrala (historickd budova slouzila
od padesatych let minulého stoleti). Aby v mezidobi ndvstévnici o ikonicky druh Zoo Praha nepfisli,
byl v minulych letech ve spolupraci s Prahou 5 postupné zbudovan v lokalité Divci hrady externi vybéh
o rozloze témér 20 ha. Misto se nachdzi v blizkosti pfirodni rezervace Prokopské tdoli. V dubnu 2021
byly do tohoto nového prostoru vypustény k volné pastvé prvni Ctyfi klisny. Na nové zatravnéné plose,
kterd byla v minulosti dlouhodobé zemédélsky vyuzivana, probiha védecky monitoring zaméfujici se
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na Uroven biodiverzity a jejiho rozvoje. Koné Pievalského v tomto prostoru totiz nemaji jen Cisté expo-
zi¢ni roli, ale selektivnim vypasanim vegetace budou pfirozené napoméhat ke zvyseni diverzity vege-
ta¢niho porostu. V ndvaznosti na zménu struktury a diverzity vegetace se da o¢ekavat vznik vhodnych
stanovist pro celou fadu cennych plvodnich druht hmyzu.

Aktivity tykajici se ochranaiskych in situ projektd se béhem celého roku 2021, stejné jako v minulych
letech, soustiedily predevsim na stéZejni projekty, kterymi jsou,Navrat divokych koni” (zejména pod-
pora infrastruktury a managementu Pfisné chranéné oblasti Velké Gobi B), ,Toulavy autobus” v Kame-
runu, ochrana gavialG indickych na fece Cambal, ochrana supl mrchozravych na Balkané ¢i v loriském
roce nové zavedené australské projekty dlouhodobé ochrany ohrozenych Zivocisnych druh(. V do-
moviné koni Prevalského v Mongolsku se prioritou postupné stavé projekt nového reintroduckniho
mista v oblasti vychodniho Mongolska. Ve spolupréci s ¢eskymi i mongolskymi odborniky probihalo
v priibéhu roku nékolik studii s cilem zUzit vybér izemi potencidlné vhodného pro vypousténi koni.

S projektem ochrany koni Prevalského souvisela na mezindrodnim poli ochrany pfirody velka uda-
lost. V dtery 12. fijna 2021 Zoo Praha obdrZela béhem Vyrocni konference Svétové asociace zoologic-
kych zahrad a akvarii ocenéni WAZA Conservation Award. Slo teprve o esté toto vyznamenani, které
bylo doposud udéleno. Zoo Praha je ziskala za projekt,Navrat divokych koni”. Pod timto oznacenim
viak nelze vnimat,jen” aktivity posledni dekady, tedy prepravu koni Prevalského do Mongolska, ale
veskeré zasluhy Zoo Praha a jejich pracovniki na zachrané koné Prevalského a jeho navratu do pfirody
v priibéhu téméf celé jeji historie.

V Mongolsku pokracovala spoluprace také na ochrané velbloudd divokych (Camelus ferus), a to ze-
jména na managementu stavajici chovné stanice v lokalité Zachyn Us a na pfipravach k vytvoreni dru-
hého chovného centra pfi severovychodnim okraji chranéné oblasti Velkd Gobi A.V roce 2021 byl také
podporen projekt reintrodukce zubra (Bison bonasus) do Narodniho parku Shahdag v Azerbajdzanu.
Mlada samice Prixi narozena v Zoo Praha byla nejprve pfevezena do Tierparku Berlin, odkud dale po-
kracovala na misto urceni, obdobné jako v roce 2019 samice Prtka.

Klisny koné Prevalského (Equus przewalskii) se v novém vybéhu na Divcich hradech rychle aklimatizovaly
The mares of the Przewalski's horse (Equus przewalskii) acclimatized quickly in the new paddock at Div¢i hrady
Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik
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Reditel Zoo Praha Miroslav Bobek s prestizni cenou WAZA Conservation Award udélenou Zoo Praha za projekt Navrat
divokych koni

Director of Prague Zoo Miroslav Bobek with the prestigious WAZA Conservation Award which Prague Zoo obtained for
the project Return of Wild Horses Foto/Photo by Monika Dolejsova

V aredlu zoo pokracoval v pfedeslém roce zahajeny projekt na ochranu karase obecného (Carassius
carrasius). Do revitalizovaného mlynského ndhonu zbaveného nezadouci rybi konkurence bylo v bieznu
vypusténo 130 karasU, soustfedovanim genetickych vzorkl a refundaci jejich analyzy s cilem nalézt
vhodné populace karase obecného pro nasledné reintrodukce pokracovala spoluprace s Biologickym
centrem AV CR, Ceskou zemédélskou univerzitou a Ceskym rybaiskym svazem.

Ve vyctu vyznamnych udalosti roku 2021 nesmi chybét ta nejpodstatné;jsi, a to sice datum 28. zaii
2021, kdy uplynulo devadeséat let od ,zpfistupnéni stavenisté” Zoo Praha prvnim navstévnikdm. Jiz drive
se v souvislosti s timto vyroc¢im uskutecnila v Praze - kv(li covidu bohuZel pouze virtualné - vyroc¢ni
konference Evropské asociace zoologickych zahrad a akvérii. BEhem samotnych oslav, které se nesly
v duchu tficatych let, byla pokiténa obsahla kniha Hany Heranové Zoo pro hlavni mésto mapuijici de-
sitky let pfiprav na vybudovani prazské zoologické zahrady a prvni léta jeji existence. Jde o prvni sys-
tematicky zpracovanou knizni publikaci, jeZ je vénovéna historii Zoo Praha do roku 1945.

Obdobi let 2020 a 2021 nepatfilo v devadesétileté historii Zoo Praha k tém nejjednodussim, nicméné
zejména diky viem opatienim, podpofe zfizovatele hl. m. Prahy, navstévnikd, sponzor a pratel zoo,
a predevsim diky odpovédnému pfistupu a obétavosti vsech jejich zaméstnancti se podafilo prazské
zoologické zahradé toto slozité Udobi zvlddnout, aniz by se to projevilo na kvalité poskytované péce
viem zvifecim obyvatellm, na druhovém zastoupeni, poctu chovanych zvifat ¢i Uspésnosti odchova.
To ostatné doklada i celkovy vycet chovanych druh( a zmén ve stavech v priibéhu pfislusného roku
na nasledujicich strankach tohoto cisla sborniku Gazella.



After a successful season in 2019, when a new attendance record was set (1,456,526 visitors), unex-
pected events occurred. The year 2020, as well as the following year, was marked by the global covid-19
pandemic, which seriously affected the zoo's operations. As a result of strict anti-epidemic measures,
the zoo was completely closed for a total of 114 days during the year and footfall through the zoo's
gates dropped to just 851,623 in 2020.

The closure saw the creation of an exceptional project called “Zoo Shorts". This involved keepers
making short videos on smartphones documenting the life of animals in the silent zoo. Over the year,
more than 800 videos were produced, many of which attracted a great deal of interest.

Apart from the very substantial drop in income from the closure of the zoo, the anti-epidemic mea-
sures also impacted the zoo's running. For most of the first half of the year, keepers were divided into
independent teams and anti-epidemic measures were introduced, especially for groups of animals
(primates, carnivores) that were potentially highly susceptible.

As concerns animal movements, the situation meant there were approximately a quarter fewer such
cases compared to 2019. However, thanks to all the measures put in place, there were no appreciable
disruptions to the number of staff or operations during the year.

The exceptional situation did not affect the number of animals kept or the number of young born
and reared, which were similar to the previous year. In 2020, a total of 1,374 young were born or hatched
from 217 mammal, bird and reptile species (79 mammal species, 100 bird species and 38 reptile species).
As concerns rearing them, a total of 1,110 young of 193 species (of which 73 mammal species, 85 bird
species and 35 reptile species) were recorded as having been successfully reared at the end of the year.

Undoubtedly, one of the most highly anticipated and most important young of the first covid year
were two baby Asian elephants (Elaphas maximus). Both female elephants imported from Sri Lanka,
Tamara and Janita, gave birth to their second calf in the spring. On top of the fact that both births went
without complications, the calves’ sex was also a reason to rejoice. In both cases, they are females that,
if successfully reared, will be able to stay here with their mothers and form the basis of the breeding
stock for future generations. The first one, later named Lakuna, was born on 27 March, the second -
Amalee - on 9 May.

While the spring was dominated by elephants, the most important addition in the second half of
the year was a baby Sumatran orangutan (Pongo abelii), which was born on 17 November. The parents
are the female Mawar and the male Pagy, a direct descendant of the first orangutan born in Czecho-
slovakia, the legendary male Kama. Although this species has been bred at Prague for almost 60 years,
this is only the third orangutan baby, and currently the only continuation of this genetically valuable
lineage. As was soon confirmed, it is a male. In an allusion to the work of writer and orangutan conser-
vationist Terry Pratchett, he has been named Pustakawan, Indonesian for Librarian.

Thanks to the relentless quality of the breeding work, 2020 was also marked by a number of other
notable young across the zoo's breeding divisions. One of the most valuable offspring among reptiles
was the third consecutive clutch of the enigmatic earless monitor lizard (Lanthanotus borneensis) to
hatch. This time a third female was involved in reproduction.

Rakos’ House saw the first bird species to be successfully bred, that being in the very first season
after its opening in 2019. Most notably, the first nestling of the kea (Nestor notabilis) was raised in this
modern avian house. Another first in the history of Prague Zoo saw the Pesquet’s parrot (Psittrichas
fulgidus), one of many bird species that is on display at Rédkos’ House, successfully hand rearing one
chick, although in this case it was the second pair in the background facilities that had the offspring.
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A historic breeding success was achieved in the case of the rhinoceros hornbill (Buceros rhinoceros
silvestris), when a female named Markéta produced her 16 and 17% offspring, thus making history
as the most successful hornbill of her species in the world, as never before has a single parent reared
higher number of offspring in captivity.

The aforementioned triplet of exceptional mammal young was complemented by another signi-
ficant addition as concerns breeding, namely the second Malayan tapir (Tapirus indicus) to be bred in
Prague Zoo, which was born in mid-April. He was named Morse because of his coat pattern of white
dots and dashes on a dark background.

Despite the substantial restrictions on international transport, 2020 was also a year marked by the
arrival of new animals, and not simply as a standard replenishment of breeding groups or pairs. During
the year, in line with the zoo's long-term plans, several new, previously unkept, taxa were brought in.
Among the most significant was the arrival of three Raggiana birds of paradise (Paradisaea raggiana),
acquired thanks to cooperation with San Diego Zoo. However, other notable species were also added,
such as the Urartian rat snake (Elaphe urartica), the princely mastigure (Uromastyx princeps), the white-
faced ibis (Plegadis chihi), the collared trogon (Trogon collaris), and the black and rufous elephant shrew
(Rhynchocyon petersi). Among the new arrivals of traditionally bred species, it's possible to mention at
least the female red panda (Ailurus fulgens) or the new male mountain bongo (Tragelaphus euryceros
isaaci).

A long-awaited event was the opening of the Darwin Crater, a large exhibit complex showcasing
fauna from Australia and Tasmania, which had been postponed due to the zoo's closure. Here visitors
can admire several new species for the first time. At the end of the previous year, four Tasmanian devils
(Sarcophillus harrisii) - a male and three females - had arrived from Tasmania. They adapted very well
to their new environment and in the second half of the year all four of them took complete control of
the whole exhibit area. They let the keeper hand-feed them, and even tolerated the veterinary inspec-
tion. In 2020, other species were added to the exhibit complex: eastern forester kangaroos (Macropus
giganteus tasmaniensis), which raised their first joey while still in quarantine, and long-nosed potoroos
(Potorous tridactylus). Some traditional species - the parma wallaby (Notamacropus parma), the red-
-necked wallaby (Notamacropus r. rufogriseus) and the short-beaked echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus)
- have also moved into the Darwin Crater. Apart from mammals, Darwin Crater also introduced the
rare rough-scaled python (Morelia carinata), the common death adder (Acanthophis antarcticus), a very
distinctive Australian snake, and, in two aviaries, several bird species that inhabit Australian wetland
environments, such as the little pied cormorant (Phalacrocorax melanoleucos), the hardhead (Aythya
australis) or the blue-winged kookaburra (Dacelo leachii), and the dry Australian bush, which is domi-
nated by a large breeding flock of the rarely kept budgerigar (Melopsittacus undulatus) that belong to
the original wild form.

Apart from Darwin Crater, a new exhibit for Guianan squirrel monkeys (Saimiri sciureus) was opened
in the spring as part of the Monkey Islands exhibit complex. During the summer, the construction of
a new facility for Cuban crocodiles (Crocodylus rhombifer) was completed and a programme of commer-
cial commented tours was launched, with the funds raised going to support a conservation project
in Cuba. During the annual celebration of the zoo's establishment on 28 September, the Hippo House
was reopened after major structural modifications to the water purification technology. The most sig-
nificant construction activity of the first year of covid was the ongoing construction of the new Gorilla
House, the foundation stone of which was laid in November 2019.

Over the year there was no let-up in activities related to key in situ projects. Some long-awaited
news came from the Great Gobi B Strictly Protected Area, where, thanks to Prague Zoo's “Return of The
Wild Horses” project, the total number of Przewalski's horses (Equus przewalskii) living in the wild ex-
ceeded 300 for the first time. Although the last planned transport of horses from European breeding
centres did not take place, due to restrictions related to the covid-19 pandemic, Prague Zoo's material
and financial support continued.

Similarly, the second of the pivotal in situ projects, the “Wandering Bus’, an environmental-education
project in Cameroon, continued. There was also room to support Prague Zoo's other long-term in situ
projects. Thus, the projects for the conservation of gharials (Gavialis gangeticus) on the Chambal River,
Egyptian vultures (Neophron percnopterus) in the Balkans, Chacoan peccaries (Catagonus wagneri) in
Paraguay, white-bellied herons (Ardea insignis) in Bhutan and the saola (Pseudoryx ngethinhensis) on
the border of Laos and Vietnam continued with various forms of support and involvement. The newly
set up cooperation in Brazil to protect the critically endangered Brazilian merganser (Mergus octose-
taceus) also continued.
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Prague Zoo's attention was focused not just on endangered species in far-off lands, but also
on local fauna. Thus, some of the things the zoo has continued to target in its grounds are grazing
management for the rare steppe site around the Sklenafka homestead or monitoring and managing
those areas in its grounds suitable for the European green lizard (Lacerta viridis). Monitoring of the re-
vitalised natural areas in the zoo was the inspiration for launching a project to establish indigenous fish
stock in the millrace with an emphasis on the critically endangered crucian carp (Carrasius carrasius). By
the end of the year, this project kicked off by draining the millrace and collecting the existing fish stock.

As an immediate reaction to the devastating fires that broke out in many areas of Australia in autumn
2019, Prague Zoo launched several completely new and unplanned in situ conservation activities. These
fires raged until spring 2020 and affected both the local people and the unique wildlife. This incident
sparked an extraordinary wave of solidarity in the Czech Republic. After receiving many suggestions
from the public, Prague Zoo set up a collection to help Australian fauna. Thanks to the media support
of Czech Television, an incredible CZK 23 million was raised! Part of these funds went to treat those ani-
mals directly affected by the fires, especially koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus), and part went to protect
endangered species of native fauna whose situation was worsened by the fires, such as the southern
corroboree frog (Pseudophryne corroboree) and the mountain pygmy possum (Burramys parvus), or to
support selected protected areas.

The covid-19 pandemic continued in 2021 and likewise adversely affected the running of Prague Zoo.
The zoo was completely closed for the first 101 days of the year. On top of that, various restrictions
were imposed in the weeks and months of closure, and, for a long time, there were no foreign tourists.
However, thanks to the upswell of interest among Czech visitors during the summer, it managed to
approach the million visitor mark - 962,987 to be precise. During the first part of the year, when covid
exposure was a particular priority, as much emphasis as possible was placed on keeping the zoo run-
ning on a basic level, despite the increasing number of quarantines and isolations that affected many
staff. This meant that in the first half of the year the work was once again divided into two rotating
teams for some of the areas (e.g. Elephant Valley).

Specific solutions to safeguard operations required emergency veterinary measures concerning
the Feline and Reptile House and the Gorilla House. These were due to outbreaks of covid-19 in go-
rillas (Gorilla gorilla gorilla), Asiatic lions (Panthera leo persica) and other felids. Substantial restrictions
on the keepers'work were also brought about by the cancellation or postponement of some scheduled
animal transfers. By the end of the year, however, the situation had stabilized, and the zoo's breeding
operations were no longer affected to any significant degree. Only the necessary hygiene and anti-
epidemic measures remained in force.

A symbolic link between the closed zoo and its fans was The Silent Zoo. This book used words and
pictures to summarize the period from the beginning of March 2020 to the end of February 2021.
There was a great deal of interest in this publication, in part because it was possible to buy it with the
signatures of Prague Zoo's keepers. Despite all the restrictions, 2021 was a particularly prolific year at
Prague Zoo.

In the second year of covid, a total of 1,038 young were born or hatched to 200 mammal, bird and
reptile species (81 mammals, 86 birds and 33 reptiles). Of these, a total of 839 young from 177 species
(75 mammals, 70 birds and 32 reptiles) had been successfully reared by the end of the year. The number
of animals kept at the end of the year totalled 5,469 individuals from 685 species. In the main catego-
ries (mammals, birds, reptiles), this came to 3,812 individuals from 590 species.

Of the numerous breeding reptiles, the nine hatchlings of the second generation of brown roofed
turtles (Pangshura smithii) were the most significant in terms of their importance for breeding. After the
accidental death of two breeding males, these insured this species could continue to be bred, Prague
Zoo having been the first zoo in the world to successfully breed them in 2009. The spiny turtle (Heo-
semys spinosa) was also a very important breeding species, and we are now the only zoo in Europe
to regularly breed it, despite the significant number of individuals in captivity from the 2001 seizure.
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High standards in keeping the animals have brought long-term successes in bird breeding. At the
beginning of October, a Pesquet’s parrot (Psittrichas fulgidus) chick hatched, becoming the first na-
turally reared chick of this species in a European zoo. The previous chick, which hatched in spring,
was hand reared. The first natural rearing of two kea (Nestor notabilis) chicks and the 4" naturally
reared palm cockatoo (Probosciger aterrimus) chick were also great achievements.

For the first time in Prague Zoo, and for the first time after twenty years in Europe, the rarely bred
Hartlaub’s duck (Pteronetta hartlaubii) from Africa was successfully bred, with 7 chicks hatching. The
first ever offspring were also recorded for the Salvadori’s pheasant (Lophura inornata) and the golden-
-shouldered parrot (Psephotus chrysopterygius). In all three cases, these were the only hatchlings of these
species in European zoos. The golden-shouldered parrot was even the first ever to be reared in a zoo
on the European continent. Two Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) hatchlings were successfully
reared, one of which was later sent to a reintroduction project in southern Bulgaria.

However, the mostimportant hatchling in 2021 was undoubtedly the short-beaked echidna (Tachy-
glossus aculeatus). The first puggle of this exceptional monotreme mammal hatched at the zoo after
67 years of keeping the species, and we became only the 7% European institution where it has ever
reproduced. However, rearing echidnas takes a long time and is risky. The puggle only becomes inde-
pendent at the age of 9 months and until then the outcome is uncertain. This was, unfortunately, con-
firmed, the puggle died of an acute infection at the age of 8 months.

Among the mammals, the female South American tapir (Tapirus terrestris) calf, the first offspring
from the female Taluen imported from French Guiana, was important. The unusually large litter of four
young of the tayra (Eira barbara), a South American mustelid, came as a surprise. Also unusual were
the twin red pandas (Ailurus fulgens), the first cubs born to the newly arrived young female in her first
breeding season. However, probably the most public attention in 2021 was generated by the third sil-
very gibbon (Hylobates moloch) baby to be born in Prague Zoo. The male was born on 20 November.
The young of the round-eared elephant shrew (Macroscelides proboscideus) was also a very interes-
ting development. This species has repeatedly bred at the zoo, but has yet to be successfully reared.

The recently arrived white-nosed coati (Nasua narica), which replaced the invasive South Ame-
rican coati (Nasua nasua) in the exhibit, managed to successfully rear its young. After several years of
no young, a partial modification to the group resulted in a mountain bongo (Tragelaphus eurycerus
isaaci) calf and a long-awaited addition to the ungulate breeding section was the female beisa oryx
(Oryx beisa) born in May. After five years, this was a viable female addition, which is significant not only
for the generational diversification of the Prague group, but also in the context of the entire European
population, which is suffering from a lack of breeding females.

The year 2021 also recorded several significant arrivals of new animals, both individuals of species
already kept and completely new species. The close of the year saw the arrival of the common wombat
(Vombatus ursinus tasmaniensis) to the Darwin Crater exhibit on the recommendation of the EAZA Ex
Situ Programme (EEP) coordinator. Thus, after two years, all the exhibits were completed as originally
intended. Cooper, the young male wombat, was born at Hannover Zoo around mid-July 2020 and be-
came the only wombat kept in the Czech Republic. However, visitors were only able to see him in early
January 2022, after the prescribed quarantine period had expired. At the time of his arrival, only eight
European zoos kept this marsupial species.

Other notable arrivals of new species included the red-tailed black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus
banksii), the red-billed curassow (Crax blumenbachii), and the king bird-of-paradise (Cicinnurus regius).
A completely unique species, both from a taxonomic and a breeding point of view, which has returned
to the zoo after almost sixty years, is the horned screamer (Anhima cornuta).

One of the year’s new introductions that should not be overlooked was an important change to
one of the exhibits. This occurred in August with the exchange of the main species of turtles kept in
the Chambal House. Until then, it housed the southern river terrapin (Batagur affinis), which has been
kept for a long time and which grew from confiscated hatchlings into vigorous adults. However, their
demands, especially in winter, did not fully match those of the gharials (Gavialis gangeticus) and hence
they were replaced by the closely related northern river terrapin (Batagur baska), whose range has his-
torically overlapped with that of the gharials.

Despite the ongoing complications associated with covid-19, construction of the new gorilla house
continued during the year and was almost completed by the end of the year. With the imminent com-
pletion of the house he new premises. In addition to training for being handled in transport crates,
they also had veterinary training so medicines could be administered by injection.
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Beside the many smaller projects, preparations continued for the Arctic project, a new home for
polar bears (Ursus maritimus), and the reconstruction of the “Plains”in the upper part of the zoo grounds
began with the demolition of the old Przewalski's horse stable, which had become unsuitable and di-
lapidated (the building had been in use since the 1950s). So that visitors did not miss one of Prague
Zoo's iconic species, an outdoor enclosure of almost 20 hectares was gradually built over several years
in the Div¢i hrady area in cooperation with Prague 5. The site is located near the Prokopské udoli
nature reserve. In April 2021, the first four mares were let out to graze freely in this new area. The newly
grassed area, which had formerly been used for agriculture for many years, is undergoing scientific
monitoring to assess the level of biodiversity and its development. The Przewalski's horses’ role in this
area is not purely for display, through selective grazing they will naturally help to increase the diver-
sity of the vegetation cover. This change in the structure and diversity of the vegetation is expected to
lead to suitable habitats for a number of valuable native insect species.

Activities related to in situ conservation projects throughout 2021, as in previous years, focused
mainly on flagship projects such as the “Return of the Wild Horses” (in particular supporting the infra-
structure and management of the Great Gobi B Strictly Protected Area), the “Wandering Bus”in Came-
roon, the conservation of gharials on the Chambal River, the conservation of Egyptian vultures in the
Balkans and the newly established long-term conservation projects for endangered species in Aus-
tralia. In the Przewalski's horse’s Mongolian homeland, a project for a new reintroduction site in the
Eastern Mongolia region is gradually taking on priority. Working with Czech and Mongolian experts,
several studies were conducted over the year to narrow down the areas potentially suitable for relea-
sing the horses.

The project to protect the Przewalski’s horse was connected to a major event in the international
field of nature conservation. On Tuesday, 12 October 2021, Prague Zoo received the WAZA Conservation
Award during the Annual Conference of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums. It was only the
sixth such award to be given to date. Prague Zoo received it for the “Return of the Wild Horses” project.
However, this title doesn’t “just” cover the activities of the last decade, i.e. transporting the Przewal-
ski's horses to Mongolia, it also covers all the conservation work Prague Zoo and its staff have done for
almost its entire history so the Przewalski's horse can return to the wild.

In Mongolia, the cooperation to protect wild camels (Camelus ferus) also continued, in particular
work on the management of the existing breeding centre at the Zakhyn Us site and on preparations for
establishing a second breeding centre at the north-eastern edge of the Great Gobi A Strictly Protected
Area. A project to reintroduce European bison (Bison bonasus) to the Shahdag National Park in Azer-
baijan was also supported in 2021. The young female Prixi, born at Prague Zoo, was first transported
to Tierpark Berlin, from where she continued on to her destination, similar to the female Prtka in 2019.

The crucian carp (Carassius carrasius) conservation project, which started in the zoo's grounds the
previous year, continued. In March, 130 crucian carp were released into the revitalised millrace that had
been freed of unwanted fish competition. Cooperation with the Biology Centre CAS, the Czech Univer-
sity of Life Sciences and the Czech Anglers Union continued by collecting genetic samples and paying
for their analysis to find suitable crucian carp populations for subsequent reintroductions.

A listing of significant events in 2021 cannot leave out the most important one, namely the date
of 28 September 2021, when it was ninety years to the day since the “construction site” of Prague Zoo
opened to its first visitors. Earlier, the annual conference of the European Association of Zoos and Aqua-
riums had been held in Prague - unfortunately only virtually, due to covid. During the celebrations,
which were held in the spirit of the Thirties, a comprehensive book by Hana Herarnova, A Zoo for the
Capital, was christened. This publication mapped the decades of preparation that went into the con-
struction of Prague Zoo and the first years of its existence. It is the first book to take a systematic look
at Prague Zoo's history up to 1945.

The period of 2020 and 2021 was not the easiest in Prague Zoo's ninety year history, nonetheless,
thanks to all the measures taken, the support of the zoo's founder, the City of Prague, its visitors, spon-
sors and friends, and, above all, thanks to the responsible approach and selflessness of all its staff, Prague
Zoo managed this difficult period without affecting the quality of the care provided to all its animal
inhabitants, its species diversity, the number of animals kept or the success of its breeding. This is evi-
denced by the list of all the species kept and the changes in their numbers over the year in question,
which can be found on the following pages of this issue of Gazella.
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