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The transport at the beginning - immobilization
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Jiz devatym transportem pokracoval v roce 2019 mezindrodni projekt,Navrat divokych koni” organizo-
vany Zoo Praha, zaméreny na reintrodukci koni Pfevalského do oblasti jejich plivodniho vyskytu v za-
padnim Mongolsku. Projekt byl zahajen v roce 2011, kdy byli z Ceské republiky do lokality Khomiin Tal
v zadpadnim Mongolsku pfepraveni jeden hiebec a tfi klisny (Bobek et al, 2011). Nasledujici roky byli
koné v ramci projektu pfepravovéni do Pfisné chranéné oblasti (Strictly Protected Area — SPA) Velka
Gobi B v jihozadpadnim Mongolsku, odkud jsou znama posledni pozorovani koni Prevalského v pfirodé
(Paklina et Pozdnyakova, 1989). Prvni koné se do Mongolska zacali vracet v roce 1992, a to sou¢asné
do Narodniho parku Hustai Nuuru a Pfisné chranéné oblasti Velka Gobi B (Kiis 2000; Bobek et al, 2011;
Bandi a Dorjaraa 2012). Do oblasti Gobi bylo v obdobi do roku 2004, kdy byl realizovan posledni trans-
port z Evropy, dovezeno celkem 89 koni. BEhem téméF prvnich dvou dekéd populace s drobnymi vy-
kyvy postupné narlstala az do pfichodu tvrdé zimy s nadprimérnym mnozstvim snéhu na prelomu
let 2009/2010. Tehdy doslo k vyraznému snizeni pocetnosti na priblizné jednu tfetinu plvodniho stavu
(Enkhsaikhan 2010, Kaczensky et al, 2011). Tato udalost se stala jednim z hlavnich spoustécti projektu
Navrat divokych koni.V letech 2012 az 2018 bylo do oblasti Gobi B Gispésné pfevezeno celkem 27 klisen
z Evropy plus jeden hiebec a tfi klisny z Narodniho parku Hustai Nuuru. Priibéh téchto transportd je
popsén v predeslych zpravach (Bobek et al, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2018; Simek et al, 2012, 2014, 2016).

Zakladnim stavebnim kamenem projektu je od pocatku Uzka spolupréace hlavniho organizatora -
Zoologické zahrady hl. m. Prahy - s hlavnim partnerem Arméadou Ceské republiky, ktera pro transporty
poskytuje letoun CASA C-295M, a to pouze za Uhradu pfimych provoznich nakladd. Stélymi partnery
pripravnych i realizacnich fazi projektu Navrat divokych koni jsou dale Mezindrodni organizace na
ochranu koni Pfevalského - ITG (International Takhi Group) a jeji mongolska odnoz (ITG Mongolia), vel-
vyslanectvi Ceské republiky v Uldnbétaru a v rdmci Evropské asociace zoologickych zahrad a akvarii
(EAZA) evropsky chovny program koni Pfevalského (EEPP). Finan¢ni zajisténi leto3niho transportu bylo
kryto priméarné z prostiedkd uvolnénych z dlouhodobého projektu Zoo Praha a Magistratu hl. m. Prahy
i koruny ze vstupu’, umoznujiciho vyuZit tfi koruny z kazdého vstupu do zoo na podporu vybranych
ochranaiskych in-situ projekt, z dota¢niho titulu Ministerstva zivotniho prosttedi CR a z pFispévk{
chovatelskych instituci Tierpark Berlin a KéIner Zoo.

Pfipravy transportu z Prahy probihaly obdobnym zpGsobem jako v minulych letech (Simek et al.,
2012). Primarni vybér kandidatd pro transport probéhl na zakladé doporuceni koordinatora evropského
chovného programu (EEPP), pficemz jednotlivé klisny byly dovezeny na Dolni Dobiejov nejdéle pdl
roku pred transportem. V letodnim roce bylo na seznamu kandidatd i nékolik klisen z prazského chovu.
Zasadnimi kritérii vybéru vhodnych jedincl pro transport je vék, kondice, zdravotni a fyziologicky stav
(klisny nesméji byt biezi). V neposlednifadé je dilezité jak koné snaseji anestézii a toleruji pobyt v pre-
pravnim boxu. V3echny vybrané klisny podstoupily predepsanou tficetidenni pfedvyvozni karanténu
béhem které probéhla viechna veterindrni vysetfeni stanovena mongolskymi Gfady, pficemz rozsah
pozadovanych veterinarnich vykonu zdstava nezménén (Bobek et al, 2011). Kromé predepsanych vy-
Setfeni je béhem anestézie také kontrolovan stav kopyt a posouzen celkovy zdravotni stav a kondice.
Rozhodujicim faktorem pro vyrazeni z transportu mdze byt i neadekvétni reakce jednotlivych koni na
anestézii a stres z oddéleni od stada. Pro transport v roce 2019 bylo pfipravovéno celkem 8 klisen, pro
Mongolsko byli nakonec vybrani nasledujici jedinci: Spina (€. pl. k. 6483, nar. 25.7.2014) z Springe, Tara
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Chvilka odpocinku na palubé letounu CASA
Relaxation time on board a CASA airplane

‘}‘i‘ I..:

Prvni kroky v zemi predkd
First steps in the land of ancestors
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Transportni letoun CASA C - 295 M na letisti v Bulganu
Transport airplane CASA C - 295 M on the Bulgan airport Foto/Photo by Adam Dvorak

(€. pl. k. 6664, nar. 18. 5. 2015) z Dobrejova, Tarik (¢. pl. k. 6735, nar. 6. 11. 2015) z Prahy a Tania a Yara
(€. pl. k. 6630, nar. 30. 4. 2015) z Langenbergu. Jako prvni ndhradnik byla vybrana klisna Tania (¢. pl. k.
6690, nar. 13. 6. 2015) z Dobfejova.

Pripravu pfislusnych povoleni a dokumentd potfebnych k dovozu koni a pfistani letounu v zapado-
mongolském Bulganu zajistovali pracovnici Zoo Praha ve spolupraci se zaméstnancem ITG Mongolia
a s velkou podporou Zastupitelského dfadu CR v Ulanbataru. Finalni pfipravy a kontroly viech tkond
potfebnych pro zdarny priibéh transportu v zavérecné etapé cesty probihaly v Mongolsku za podpory
dalSiho realiza¢niho tymu Zoo Praha, ktery byl na misté nékolik dndi pred pfiletem letadla. Pravidelnou
soucasti posledni faze pfiprav je mimo jiné kontrola stavu vypoustéci ohrady, mista vykladky a vypou-
$téni koni, kontrola trasy pozemniho transportu v Useku mimo asfaltovou silnici, persondlni zajisténi
pozemniho transportu a zajisténi spolehlivych nakladnich aut. Pro pozemni pfepravu byly pfipraveny
tfi nakladni vozy, dva urcené pro piepravu boxu z letisté a jeden jako néhradni, pficemz kazdy z vozQ
byl v pfipadé nutnosti schopen pojmout viechny koné. Nepostradatelnym ¢lenem pfipravného tymu
v Bulganu je pravidelné také pilot Armady CR, ktery na misté provéfuje aktuéini stav nezpevnéné pfi-
stavaci drahy, vyhodnocuje povétrnostni podminky a nasledné asistuje pfi komunikaci mezi letistni
véZi a letounem. Letisté v Bulganu neni vybaveno modernim naviga¢nim zafizenim a v blizkosti letisté
jsou vysoké hory, proto zde letadlo mUize pfistat pouze za priznivych povétrnostnich podminek. Pro
pripad nepfiznivého pocasi byla jako v minulych letech zajisténa moznost nahradniho pfistani a vylo-
Zeni koni na vzdélenégjsim, ale Iépe vybaveném letisti v Khovdu.

Den odletu pfipadl v roce 2019 na 18. Cervna, o den dfive nez v roce predeslém. Anestézie prvni
klisny zacala v Dolnim Dobfejové v 7 hod. Jako prvni byla naloZena Ctyrleté klisna Yara ze Svycarského
Langenbergu. Kratce po nalozeni na ndkladni auto viak v pfepravnim boxu ulehla a proto bylo rozhod-
nuto o jejim vyloZeni. Nasledné byla nalozZena klisna Tara, ktera sice také méla tendence v boxu ulehat,
nicméné po chvili se zklidnila. NaloZeni dal3ich klisen v pofadi Tarik, Tania a Spina probéhlo bez vyraz-
néjsich komplikaci. V doprovodu policejniho auta zajistujiciho hladky priijezd dorazily dva klimatizo-
vané nakladni vozy s kormi na letisté v Praze-Kbelich okolo 13. hodiny. Dalsi komplikace nastaly ve
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Klisny dovezené do Gobi B v roce 2018 (zleva: Spes, Yanja a Helmi), vypusténé do volnosti na jare 2019
Mares transported to Gobi B area in 2018 (from left Spes, Yania and Helmi), released to the wild in spring 2019
Foto/Photo by Jaroslav Simek

chvili, kdy byly vSechny boxy nalozeny v letadle, které pozvolna zacinalo rolovat ke startovaci draze.
V tu chvili klisna Tania v boxu uklouzla a zaklinila si nohy pod télem tak, Ze nebyla schopna sama se
postavit. Pfiprava ke startu byla pferusena a box s Taniou byl vyloZen ven z letadla. Nasledné se ji po-
dafilo postavit zpét na nohy, nicméné riziko opétovného ulehnuti v pfepravnim boxu, spoleéné s jiz
vysokou stresovou zatéZi z pravé probéhlé situace, bylo vyhodnoceno jako neimérné vysoké a Tania
byla z transportu vylou¢ena a prevezena do volného vybéhu do zoologické zahrady, kde byla v pofadku
vylozena. Po nepldnovaném dvouhodinovém zdrzeniletadlo odstartovalo v 15:31 s tfemi klisnami na
palubé. BEhem letu pouze Spina vyZadovala opakovanou pozornost, v zavére¢né fazi letu ji musel ve-
terinaf aplikovat ztiSujici prostredek. Nejklidnéjsi byla naopak klisna Tara, se kterou byly komplikace
kratce po naloZeni do boxu na Dolnim Dobiejové. Zbylé dvé klisny jen obcas reagovaly na chvilkové za-
chvévy letadla. Obdobné jako v minulych letech byla trasa naplanovana pres dvé mezipfistani, v ruské
Kazani a Novosibirsku. Na letisti v zdpadomongolském Bulgan Sumu dosedlo letadlo v 6:54 prazského
¢asu (10:54 mistniho ¢asu). Téméf presné za hodinu byly viechny piepravni boxy pfeloZeny na pfipra-
vend nakladni auta a minutu po poledni konvoj opustil letisté. Oproti pfedeslému roku transport vyjel
z letisté nezvyklym smérem, kdy nové dostavénd asfaltova silnice spojujici Bulgan Sum s méstem Go-
vi-Altai usetfila Uvodnich 16 km cesty po nekvalitni prasné cesté mezi letistém a hlavni silnici. Pfiblizné
v poloviné cesty doslo k poruse jednoho z nékladnich aut s korimi a tak poprvé nastala situace, kdy
jsme byli nuceni dva koné preloZit na ndhradni automobil. BEhem cesty probéhly tfi zastavky, béhem
kterych byl kontrolovan stav koni a kdy jim bylo nabizeno seno a voda. Vylozeni koni do vypoustéci
ohrady v Tachin talu, v blizkosti administrativniho centra Pfisné chranéné oblasti Velké Gobi B, probéhlo
hladce kratce po 21. hodiné mistniho ¢asu. Po vypusténi z boxt zadny z koni nevykazoval jakékoliv lo-
komocni obtize. Pouze Spina v dlisledku neklidného chovani béhem prepravy méla drobné povrchové
odreniny na hlavé. Klisny byly vypustény do aklimatizacni ohrady o rozloze 1,7 ha, pfiblizné 32 hodin
od naloZeni prvni z nich na Dobfejové.
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Klisny se na nové prostfedi rychle aklimatizovaly a zacaly pfijimat potravu. Po nékolika dnech byly
vypustény do hlavni aklimatiza¢ni ohrady, kde dle zavedeného scénére stravi zimu pod dohledem
strazcU a odkud po jarni vakcinaci proti piroplazméze budou vypustény do volnosti.

V poradi devatym transportem v rdmci projektu Navrat divokych koni se pocet koni pfepravenych
do oblasti Velka Gobi B zvysil na 34 jedincl. K okamzZiku pfichodu novych koni se v Gobi B pohybovalo
celkem 18 Zijicich potomk( dfive dovezenych klisen, v jednom pfipadé se jiz narodilo hiibé v druhé
generaci (klisné dovezené v roce 2012). Celkovy pocet koni v oblasti Velké Gobi B ¢inil ke konci roku
2019 celkem 276 koni (Ganbaatar, pers. comm.).

Projekt Navrat divokych koni se nepoji pouze s pfepravou a vypousténim koni, jeho nedilnou sou-
Casti je podpora spravy Prisné chranéné oblasti Velka Gobi B.V roce 2019 byl pracovnikiim Gobi B
predan jeden novy terénni automobil a $est motocykll pro kazdodenni préci strdzcd pfi monitoringu
chranéné oblasti a volné Zijicich koni.
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The international project "The Return of the Wild Horses’, organized by Prague Zoo and focused
on reintroduction of Przewalski’s horse, continued in 2019 with the ninth transport to its original ho-
meland in western Mongolia. The project was launched in 2011, when one stallion and three mares
were transported from the Czech Republic to the Khomiin tal in western Mongolia (Bobek et al., 2011).
In the following years, the horses were transported to the Strictly Protected Area - Great Gobi B in
southwestern Mongolia, where the last known observations of Przewalski’s horses in the wild were
made in the late 1960s.

The first horses were returned to Mongolia in 1992, that being to both the Hustai Nuuru National
Park and the Great Gobi B SPA. A total of 89 horses were taken to the Great Gobi B area up until 2004,
when the last transport from Europe took place. During the first roughly twenty years, the population,
with small fluctuations, gradually increased until the arrival of the harsh winter of 2009/2010 with an
above-average amount of snow. This brought a significant drop in the numbers, to about one third
of the original size. This event became one of the main motives for the establishment of “The Return
of the Wild Horses” project. Between 2012 and 2018, a total of 27 mares from Europe and one stallion
and three mares from the Hustai Nuuru National Park near Ulaanbaatar were successfully transported
to the Gobi B area.

Right from the start the project was based on close cooperation between the organizer, Prague
Zoo, and the main partner - the Army of the Czech Republic, which transported the animals in its CASA
C-295M transport aircraft, at a price that covered just the direct operating costs. The International Takhi
Group (ITG) and its Mongolian counterpart (ITG Mongolia), the Embassy of the Czech Republicin Ulaan-
baatar and the European Breeding Programme for Przewalski's horses (EEPP), as part of the European
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (EAZA), are also permanent partners in the project’s preparatory
and implementation phases.

In 2019 transport was primarily financed from funds released from the long-term ‘Three Crowns
from Entrance Fee’ project run by Prague Zoo and the City of Prague. This project allows three Czech
crowns from each entry to the zoo to be used to support selected in-situ conservation projects. Other
funds came from a grant from the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic and from contri-
butions by Tierpark Berlin and Kélner Zoo.

Preparations for the transport from Prague were handled in a similar manner as in previous years.
The first selection of horses eligible for transport was based on a recommendation by the EEPP
coordinator. The chosen mares were then brought to the breeding station at Dolni Dobfejov no later
than half a year before transport. The main criteria for selecting suitable individuals for transport were
their age, condition, health and physiological condition (mares must not be pregnant).

Last but not least, it is important how the horses can tolerate anaesthesia and staying in the trans-
port box. All the chosen mares undertook the prescribed 30-day pre-export quarantine, during which
they underwent all the veterinary examinations set out by the Mongolian authorities. Apart from these
examinations, the condition of the hooves was also checked during anaesthesia as was their overall
health and body and condition. One of the key factors as to whether a horse could undergo the trans-
port was its response to anaesthesia and the stress of being separated from the herd. A total of 8 mares
were readied for transport in 2019.

The following mares were finally selected for transport to Mongolia: Spina (Stb. Nr. 6483, born 25. 7.
2014) from Springe, Tara (Stb. Nr. 6664, born 18. 5. 2015) from Dobiejov, Tarik (Stb. Nr. 6735, born 6. 11.
2015) in Prague and Yara (Stb. Nr. 6630, born 30. 4. 2015) in Langenberg, and the mare Tania (Stb. Nr.
6690, born 13. 6.2015) was chosen as one of the replacement mares, should it be necessary.

70



Klisna Spina po vypusténi
The mare Spina after release Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka

The preparation of the pertinent permits and documents required to import the horses and land
the aircraft in Bulgan, West Mongolia, was carried out by the staff of Prague Zoo in cooperation with
an ITG Mongolia employee and with the huge support of the Czech Embassy in Ulaanbaatar. The final
preparations and checks on all the activities necessary to ensure the transport would run smoothly
in the final stage took place in Mongolia with the support of another working team from Prague Zoo,
which had been sent to the site a few days before the aircraft arrived.

An indispensable member of the preparatory team in Bulgan is also the Czech Army pilot, who
checks the current status of the unpaved runway, assesses the weather conditions and then assists in
communications between the airport tower and the aircraft. The airport in Bulgan is not equipped with
modern navigation equipment and there are high mountains near the airport, so the plane can only
land here during favourable weather conditions. If the weather is inclement, it is possible to use an
alternative landing strip and unload the horses at the more distant but better equipped airport in
Khovd.

In 2019, the day of departure fell on 18 June. The first mare was anaesthetized in Dolni Dobiejov at
7 a. m. The first to be loaded was the four-year-old mare Yara from Langenberg, Switzerland. Shortly
after being loaded into the lorry, however, she laid down in the transport box, so it was decided to
unload her. Subsequently, the mare Tara was loaded, she also had a tendency to lie down in the box,
but after a while she calmed down. The other mares were loaded in the order of Tarik, Tania and Spina
without significant complications.

With a police escort to ensure a smooth drive, the two air-conditioned trucks carrying the horses
arrived at the airport in Prague-Kbely around 1 p. m.

Further complications occurred when all the boxes were loaded onto the plane and the plane began
to taxi to its starting position on the runway. At that moment, the mare Tania slipped in the box and
wedged her legs under her body so that she was unable to stand on her own. Preparations for takeoff
were interrupted and the box with Tania was unloaded from the plane. Subsequently, she was fortuna-
tely managed to stand up again.
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Projekt Navrat divokych koni se nepoji pouze s prepravou a vypousténim koni, jeho nedilnou soucasti je podpora
spravy Prisné chranéné oblasti Velka Gobi B.V roce 2019 byl pracovnikiim Gobi B predan jeden novy terénni automobil
a Sest motocykll pro kazdodenni préci strazctl pfi monitoringu chranéné oblasti a volné Zijicich koni.

The risk of lying down again in the transport box, together with the already high stress from the
current situation, was assessed as disproportionately high and Tania was excluded from the transport
and taken to the open paddock at the zoo, where she was set free without further complications. After
an unplanned two-hour delay, the plane took off at 3:31 p. m. with three mares on board.

During the flight, only Spina required repeated attention, in the final phase of the flight, the veteri-
narian had to administer a sedative. On the other hand, the mare Tara, who had had problems shortly
after being loaded into the box in Dolni Dobfejov, was the calmest. The other two mares only responded
now and then to the aircraft’s vibrations.

As in previous years, the route had been planned with two stopovers, in Kazan and Novosibirsk,
Russia. The plane landed at the airport in Bulgan Sum, West Mongolia, at 6:54 a. m. Prague time (10:54
a.m. local time). In almost exactly an hour, all the transport boxes had been transferred to the waiting
trucks and the convoy left the airport. About halfway into the journey one of the trucks with the horses
had a breakdown, and so for the first time we had a situation where we had to transfer two horses to
the standby vehicle.

The horses were released into the acclimatization enclosure at Tachin Tal, near the Great Gobi B
Strictly Protected Area administrative centre, shortly after 9 p. m. local time. After being released from
the boxes, none of the mares showed any locomotor difficulties. They were released into an enclosure
with an area of 1.7 ha approximately 32 hours after the first of them had been loaded in Dobfejov.
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An integral part of the project is ongoing support for the administration of the Great Gobi B SPA. In 2019, a new off-road
vehicle and six motorcycles were handed over to the rangers for their day-to-day work of monitoring the protected area

and the wild horses. Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek

The mares quickly acclimatized to the new environment and began to eat. After a few days, they
were released into the main acclimatization enclosure, where they would spend the winter under the
supervision of the rangers. After their spring vaccination against piroplasmosis, they will be released
into the wild in 2020.

The ninth transport in “The Return of the Wild Horses project” has increased the number of horses
transported to the Great Gobi B area to 34. At the time the new horses arrived in the SPA Gobi B there
were a total of 18 offspring from the mares brought earlier and in one case this concerned a second-
-generation foal (from a mare imported in 2012). At the end of 2019, the total number of horses in the
Great Gobi B area had reached 276 individuals. (Ganbaatar, pers. comm.).

"The Return of Wild Horses project”is not only concerned with transporting and releasing horses
into the wild. An integral part of this is ongoing support for the administration of the Great Gobi B SPA.
In 2019, a new off-road vehicle and six motorcycles were handed over to the rangers for their day-to-
-day work of monitoring the protected area and the wild horses.
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