Pokud jsou koné v letadle nervozni, je jim nabizeno seno, po kterém se vétsinou uklidni
If the horses get jittery on the plane, we offer them hay; in most cases this calms them down
Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka
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Mezinarodni projekt Navrat divokych koni, ktery organizuje Zoo Praha je zaméfeny na reintrodukci
koni Pfevalského do oblasti jejich pdvodniho vyskytu v zdpadnim Mongolsku. Byl zahdjen v roce 2011,
kdy byli z Ceské republiky do lokality Khomiin tal v zapadnim Mongolsku pfepraveni jeden hiebec
a tii klisny (Bobek et al., 2011). Od nasledujiciho roku se cilem kazdoroc¢nich transportd stala Pfisné
chranéna oblast (Strictly Protected Area — SPA) Velka Gobi B v jihozdpadnim Mongolsku, odkud jsou
znédma posledni pozorovéni koni Pfevalského v pfirodé (Paklina et Pozdnyakova, 1989). Do Mongolska
se prvni koné zacali vracet v roce 1992, a to soucasné do Narodniho parku Hustain Nuuru a Prisné chra-
néné oblasti Velka Gobi B (Kls 2000; Bobek et al., 2011; Bandi et Dorjaraa 2012). Do oblasti Gobi bylo
v obdobi do roku 2004, kdy se uskutecnil posledni transport koni z Evropy, dovezeno celkem 89 zvifat.
Béhem téméF dvaceti let populace postupné s drobnymi vykyvy narustala az do pfichodu tvrdé zimy
s nadpriimérnym mnozstvim snéhu na pielomu let 2009/2010. Tehdy doslo k vyraznému snizeni po-
¢etnosti na pfiblizné jednu tfetinu ptvodniho stavu (Enkhsaikhan 2010, Kaczensky et al., 2011). Pravé
tato udélost se stala hlavni motivaci projektu Navrat divokych koni. V letech 2012 az 2017 bylo do ob-
lasti Velkd Gobi B Uspésné prevezeno celkem 23 klisen z Evropy a jeden hiebec a tfi klisny zNarodniho
parku Hustain Nuuru. Pribéh téchto transport je popsan v predeslych zpravach (Bobek et al., 2013,
2015,2017; Simek et al,, 2012, 2014, 2016).

Organizatorem transportu v roce 2018 byla jako v pfedchozich letech Zoologicka zahrada hl. m.
Prahy spolu s hlavnim partnerem - Arméadou Ceské republiky, kterd poskytla letoun CASA C-295M,
a to pouze za Uhradu pfimych provoznich naklad(l spojenych s piepravou. Stalymi partnery pfiprav-
nych i realizacnich fazi projektu Navrat divokych koni jsou Mezinarodni organizace na ochranu koni
Prevalského - ITG (International Takhi Group) a jeji mongolska pobocka (ITG Mongolia), velvyslanectvi
Ceské republiky v Ulanbataru a v ramci Evropské asociace zoologickych zahrad a akvarii (EAZA) ev-
ropsky chovny program koni Pfevalského (EEPP). Financni zajisténi transportu bylo kryto primarné
z prostiedkl uvolnénych z dlouhodobého projektu Zoo Praha a Magistratu hl. m. Prahy ,Dvé koruny
ze vstupu’, umoznujiciho vyuzit dvé koruny z kazdého vstupu do zoo na podporu vybranych ochranéi-
skych in-situ projektd. Dal3i prostfedky pochazeji z dotaéniho titulu Ministerstva Zivotniho prostiedi CR
a z prispévkd chovatelskych instituci Tierpark Berlin a Zoo Taipei.

Pripravy transportu z Prahy probihaly obdobnym zpGsobem jako v minulych letech (Simek et al.,
2012). Prvni vybér koni pfichazejicich v Gvahu pro transport probéhl na zékladé doporuceni koordina-
tora Evropského chovného programu (EEPP). Vybrané klisny byly dovezeny na Dolni Dobiejov v roz-
mezi ¢tyf az ¢trndcti mésicl pred transportem. Zasadnimi kritérii vybéru vhodnych jedincti pro trans-
port je stafi, celkova kondice, zdravotni a fyziologicky stav (klisny nesméji byt brezi).V neposledni fadé
je dllezité, jak koné snaseji anestézii a pobyt v pirepravnim boxu. Vsechny vybrané klisny podstoupily
predepsanou tficetidenni pfedvyvozni karanténu béhem které probéhla viechna veterinarni vysetieni
stanovena mongolskymi Ufady, pficemz rozsah pozadovanych veterinarnich vykond z(istava v posled-
nich letech nezménén (Bobek et al., 2011). Kromé predepsanych vysetieni je béhem anestézie konim
také zkontrolovdn stav kopyt a posouzen celkovy zdravotni stav a kondice. Rozhodujicim faktorem pro
vyfazeni z transportu mGze byt i neadekvétni reakce jednotlivych koni na anestézii a stres z oddéleni
od stada. Pro transport v roce 2018 bylo pfipravovano celkem 6 klisen. Do Mongolska byly prepraveny
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Po vyfizeni vsech pottebnych procedur opousti ndkladni auta s korimi letisté v Bulganu

nasledujici klisny: Hanna (¢islo plemenné knihy 6627, nar. 29. 4. 2015) a Helmi (Cislo plemenné knihy
6684, nar. 2.6.2015) z Korkeasaari Zoo v Helsinkach, Yanja (¢islo plemenné knihy 6614, nar. 11. 4. 2015)
zWildnispark Zurich v Langenbergu a Spes (¢islo plemenné knihy 6484, nar. 26.7.2014) z némeckého
Wisentgehege Springe.

Pripravu viech pfislusnych povoleni a dokumentl potiebnych k pfistani v zapadomongolském Bul-
ganu zajistovali v leto3nim roce pracovnici Zoo Praha ve spolupraci s novym zaméstnancem ITG Mon-
golia a s velkou podporou zastupitelského Gfadu CR v Uldnbétaru. Zavérecné pripravy a kontroly viech
Ukon( potiebnych pro zdarny pribéh transportu v zavérecné etapé cesty probihaly v Mongolsku za
Ucasti dalsiho realiza¢niho tymu Zoo Praha, ktery byl na misté nékolik dn(i pted pfiletem letadla. Pra-
videlnou soucasti posledni faze pfiprav je mimo jiné kontrola stavu vypoustéci ohrady, mista vykladky
a vypousténi koni, kontrola trasy pozemniho transportu v Useku mimo asfaltovou silnici, personélni
zajisténi pozemniho transportu a zajisténi spolehlivych nékladnich aut. Pro pozemni piepravu byly pfi-
praveny tfi ndkladni vozy, dva byly urcené pro piepravu boxu z letisté a jeden jako nahradni, pficemz
kazdy z vozi byl v pfipadé nutnosti schopen pojmout viechny koné. Nepostradatelnym ¢lenem pii-
pravného tymu v Bulganu je pravidelné také pilot Armady CR, ktery na misté provéfuje aktualni stav
nezpevnéné pfistavaci drahy, vyhodnocuje meteorologické podminky a nasledné asistuje pfi komu-
nikaci mezi letistni vézi a letounem. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze letisté v Bulganu neni vybaveno modernim
navigacnim zafizenim a v blizkosti leti$té jsou vysoké hory, mize zde letadlo pfistat pouze za pfizni-
vych podminek. Pro pfipad nepfiznivého pocasi byla stejné jako v minulych letech zajisténa moznost
nahradniho pfistani a vyloZeni koni na vzdalenéjsim, ale |épe vybaveném letisti v Chovdu. MoZnost
vyuziti ndhradniho letisté v Chovdu byla v tomto roce vysoce aktudlni, vzhledem k intenzivnimu desti
den pied planovanym pfistanim a riziku rozmoknuti pfistavaci drahy. Stav drahy vsak nastésti zlstal
provozuschopny a letoun mohl pfistét jako vzdy.

Den odletu byl v roce 2018 stanoven na 19. ¢ervna, stejné jako v roce predeslém. Anestézie prvni
klisny zacala v Dolnim Dobfiejové v 6:40. Jako prvni byla naloZena klisna Yanja, nasledné finské klisny
Helmi a Hanna a jako posledni klisna Spes. Vzhledem k hladkému pribéhu jednotlivych krokd byly
vSechny klisny béhem 2,5 hodiny nalozeny v transportnich boxech na klimatizovanych nakladnich
autech. Moznost regulovat teplotu béhem pfepravy poméha konim prekonat jednu z nejrizikovéj-
Sich etap celé jejich cesty do Mongolska, kterou je pozemni transport pfed samotnym odletem z vo-
jenského letisté Praha Kbely. Jiz ¢tvrtym rokem nam s prejezdem na letisté pomahala Dopravni Po-
licie CR, jejiz hlidky doprovodily konvoj s koAmi na dvé hodiny trvajici cesté z Dolniho Dobfejova do
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After sorting out all the necessary procedures, the trucks loaded with the horses leave the airport in Bulgan
Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka

Kbel. S neklidem pfi této pocatecni fazi transportu se doprovodny tym potykal v tomto roce predevsim
u klisny Spes. Na letisti pfi prekladce koni do vojenského specialu bylo proto rozhodnuto, Ze pfepravni
box s klisnou Spes bude umistén jako predposledni, blize k ocasni ¢asti letadla. Dle pfedchozich zku-
$enosti se jednd o misto, kde lépe cirkuluje chladnéjsi vzduch z klimatizace, ale vyrazny pohyb koné
jesté nezatézuje stabilitu konce letadla.V 13:45, sedm a pdl hodiny poté co byl do bedny nalozen prvni
ki, letoun vzlétl. Diky pfiznivé vanoucimu vétru pfistalo letadlo na prvnim mezipfistani v Kazani o pdl
hodinu dfive v 19:50 a ve 2:00 nasledovalo druhé ruské mezipfistani v Novosibirsku. BEhem letu bylo
klisndm podéavéano seno jako osvédceny prostredek pro zklidnéni, vodu zvifata odmitala. BEéhem celé
cesty jsme museli vénovat zvysenou pozornost klisndm Spes a Helmi, které nesnésely let Gplné v klidu.
Na letisti v Bulgan Sumu dosedlo letadlo v 6:54 prazského ¢asu (10:54 mistniho ¢asu). Témér piesné
za hodinu byly vechny pfepravni boxy pfelozeny na pfipravend nakladni auta a minutu po poledni
konvoj opustil letisté. Vzhledem k desti, ktery den pfedem zaplavil obvyklou kratkou, ale nezpevnénou
cestu od letisté k asfaltové silnici, musel konvoj vyrazit opacnym smérem po silnici smérem k Cinské
hranici, coz vedlo k prodlouzeni cesty pfiblizné o 100 km. Zpozdéni na objizdné trase narostlo navic
i kvali velkému mnozstvi kamion( ¢ekajicich v nékolikakilometrové koloné na odbaveni na ¢inské hra-
nici. Béhem cesty probéhly tfi zastavky, béhem kterych byl kontrolovan stav koni, vzdy jim bylo nabi-
zeno seno a voda. V 18:45, tzn. necelych sedm hodin od odjezdu z letisté konvoj dorazil k vypoustéci
ohradé v Tachin talu, v blizkosti administrativniho centra Pfisné chranéné oblasti Velka Gobi B. Klisny
byly vypustény do aklimatizacni ohrady v Tachin talu o rozloze 1,7 ha, pfiblizné 32 hodin od naloZeni
prvni z nich v Dobfejové. Viechny klisny zvladly ndro¢nou cestu v dobré kondici, s vyjimkou béznych
povrchovych odfenin v oblasti nado¢nicovych obloukd. Klisna Helmi lehce kulhala na pravou hrudni
koncetinu, ale béhem nékolika dn(i se stav normalizoval. Vypusténi klisen probéhlo za tcasti ceského
velvyslance v Mongolsku Jifiho Brodského.

Klisny se rychle aklimatizovaly na nové prostfedi a zacaly pfijimat potravu. Po nékolika dnech byly
vypustény do hlavni aklimatizacni ohrady, kde stravi zimu pfed vypusténim do volnosti v pozdnim
jare ndsledujiciho roku.

V poradi osmym transportem v ramci projektu Navrat divokych koni se pocet koni pfepravenych
do oblasti Velkd Gobi B zvysil na 31. K okamziku pfichodu novych koni se v Gobi B pohybovalo celkem
dukce, minimalné 13 alespon jednou porodilo hfibé. Ke konci roku 2018 doséhl celkovy pocet v oblasti
Velké Gobi B 235 koni (Ganbaatar, pers.comm.).
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The international project “Return of the Wild Horses” is organized by Prague Zoo and focuses on rein-
troducing Przewalski's horses to their original area in western Mongolia. It started in 2011 when one
stallion and three mares were transported from the Czech Republic to Khomiin Tal in western Mongolia
(Bobek et al., 2011). From the following year onward, the annual transports have been to the Strictly
Protected Area (SPA) of the Great Gobi B in southwestern Mongolia, where Przewalski's horses were
last seen in the wild (Paklina et Pozdnyakova, 1989). The first horses were returned to Mongolia in 1992,
simultaneously to the Khustain Nuruu National Park and the Great Gobi B SPA (KUs 2000; Bobek et al.,
2011; Bandi and Dorjaraa 2012). In the period up to 2004, when the last horses from Europe were trans-
ported into the Gobi area, a total of 89 animals had been imported.

Over what was almost two decades, the population gradually increased, with minor fluctuations,
until the advent of the very harsh winter of 2009/2010 with above-average snow levels. This winter led
to a significant reduction in numbers to roughly a third of the original population (Enkhsaikhan 2010,
Kaczensky et al., 2011). This became one of the main triggers for the Return of the Wild Horse project.
Between 2012 and 2017, a total of 23 mares and one stallion from Europe and three mares from Khustain
Nuruu National Park were successfully transported to the Great Gobi B area. The course of these trans-
ports is described in previous reports (Bobek et al., 2013, 2015, 2017; Simek et al., 2012, 2014, 2016).

As in previous years, the organizer of the 2018 transport was Prague Zoo. Its main partner was the
Czech Army, which provided the CASA C-295M for just the direct operating costs associated with trans-
portation. Permanent partners for the preparatory and implementation phases of the Return of the Wild
Horses project are the International Takhi Group (ITG) and its Mongolian branch (ITG Mongolia), the
Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ulaanbaatar and the European Association of Zoos and Aquariums
(EAZA). European breeding programme for Przewalski's horse (EEPP). The financial support for this year's
transport was primarily covered from funds released from the long-term project organised by Prague
Zoo and Prague City Hall - Two Crowns from Entry - which allows two crowns from each entrance to the
200 to be used to support selected in-situ conservation projects, from a Czech Ministry of Environment
grant and from contributions by the breeding institutions Tierpark Berlin and Taipei Zoo.

The preparations for the transport from Prague proceeded in a similar way as in previous years
(Simek et al., 2012). The primary selection of transport candidates was based on the recommendation
of the European Breeding Programme (EEPP) coordinator. The mares were then brought in to Dolni Dob-
fejov four to fourteen months prior to transport. The basic criteria for selecting suitable individuals for
transport are age, general condition, health and physiological condition (mares cannot be pregnant).
Last but not least, the horses'reaction to anaesthesia and staying in a transport box is also very impor-
tant. All the pre-selected mares underwent the prescribed 30-day pre-export quarantine during which
all the veterinary examinations, as set by the Mongolian authorities, were carried out. The extent of the
veterinary procedures required has remained unchanged in recent years (Bobek et al., 2011).

Apart from the prescribed examinations, the horses are anaesthetised, and their hooves are checked
and their general health and fitness are assessed. If an individual horse responds poorly to anaesthesia
and the stress of being separated from the herd, this may also be a decisive factor in not including
them in the transport. A total of 6 mares were prepared for transport in 2018. The following mares
were transported to Mongolia: Hanna (studbook number 6627, born 29.4.2015) and Helmi (studbook
number 6684, born 2.6.2015) from Korkeasaari Zoo in Helsinki, Yanja (studbook number 6614, born
11.4.2015) from Wildnispark Zurich in Langenberg and Spes (studbook number 6484, born 26.7.2014)
from Wisentgehege Springe, Germany.

This year, the preparation of all relevant permits and documents required for landing in the Western
Mongolian town of Bulgan, was provided by Prague Zoo staff in cooperation with a new ITG Mongolia
employee and with fantastic support from the Czech Embassy in Ulan Bator. The final preparations
and checks of all the operations necessary so that the final stage of the journey would be successful
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Vypousténi klisen Yanja a Helmi v karanténni ohradé v Tachin talu
Releasing the mares Yanja and Helmi into the quarantine enclosure in Takhin Tal Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek

took place in Mongolia with the support of another project team from Prague Zoo. They had been sent
there a few days before the arrival of the aircraft. Some of the regular activities for the final stage of
preparation include, checking the release enclosure, the place for unloading and releasing the horses,
checking the terrestrial transport route in the off-road section, ensuring the lorry drivers and making
sure the lorries were reliable.

Three lorries were prepared for the overland transport, two to transport the boxes from the air-
port and one as a spare, whilst each lorry was able to take all the horses if necessary. An indispensable
member of the preparatory team in Bulgan is also the regular pilot from the Czech Army, who checks
the state of the unpaved runway, evaluates the meteorological conditions and then assists in commu-
nication between the air traffic control tower and the aircraft. Since Bulgan Airport is not equipped
with modern navigation equipment and there are high mountains near the airport, aircraft can only
land here under favourable conditions. If the weather is bad, as has been the case in previous years,
there is the option of landing and unloading horses at the more distant, but better equipped, airport
in Khovd. The possibility of using the replacement airport in Khovd was highly topical this year, due to
heavy rain the day before the planned landing and the risk of the runway becoming sodden. Fortuna-
tely, the runway remained operational and the aircraft could land as usual.

The day of departure fell on 19 June, 2018, as in the year before. The first mare was anaesthetised
in Dolni Dobiejov at 6:40. The first to be loaded was the mare Yanja, then the Finnish mares Helmi and
Hanna and the last was the mare Spes. Thanks to the smooth running of every step, all the mares were
loaded into the transport boxes and placed in air-conditioned trucks within 2 “hours. Being able to
regulate the temperature during transportation helps the horses overcome one of the riskiest stages
of their journey to Mongolia, which is the land route to the military airport at Prague Kbely prior to
departure.

For the fourth consecutive year, the Czech Traffic Police assisted us with the journey to the airport,
providing patrols that accompanied the horse convoy on its two-hour journey from Dolni Dobfejov
to Kbely airport. This year the accompanying team found that the mare Spes was particularly uneasy
during this initial phase of the transport. Therefore, upon arriving at the airport and transferring the
horses to the special military plane, it was decided that the transport box with Spes would be the pen-
ultimate to be loaded, as it would be closer to the tail of the aircraft. From previous experience, this is a
place where there is better circulation of cooler air from the air conditioning, but any sharp movement
by the horse does not affect the stability of the aircraft’s tail. At 13:45, seven and a half hours after the
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first horse had been loaded into the transport box, the aircraft took off. Thanks to a favourable wind,
the plane landed at the first stopover in Kazan, Russia, half an hour earlier than planned, at 19:50. This
was followed by the second stopover in Novosibirsk, Russia at 02:00.

Throughout the flight, the mares were given hay, a tried-and-tested means of calming them down.
The animals refused water. During the entire journey extra attention was paid to the mares Spes and
Helmi, who weren't completely calm during the flight. The plane landed at Bulgan Sum Airport at 6:54
Prague time (10:54 local time). AlImost exactly an hour later, all the shipping boxes had been loaded
onto the waiting trucks and one minute after noon the convoy left the airport.

Due to the previous day’s rain, which had flooded the short but unpaved road usually taken from
the airport to the asphalt road, the convoy had to head off in the opposite direction along the road to-
wards the Chinese border, representing an extension of about 100 km. moreover, there were further
delays on the detour due to the large number of trucks waiting in the several-kilometre long queue for
customs at the Chinese border. Three stops were made during the journey to check the horses’ condi-
tion and to give them hay and water. At 18:45, i.e. just under seven hours since leaving the airport, the
convoy arrived at the Takhin Tal release enclosure, near the administrative centre for the Great Gobi B
Strictly Protected Area. The mares were released into a 1.7 ha acclimatisation enclosure at Takhin Tal. It
was roughly 32 hours after having loaded the first mare Dobfejov. All the mares survived the deman-
ding journey in good condition, with the exception of the usual surface abrasions around the supra-
orbital ridges. The mare Helmi limped slightly on the right foreleg, but this had stopped by the time
of our departure. The mares were released with the participation of the Czech Ambassador to Mon-
golia, Jifi Brodsky.

The mares quickly acclimatized to the new environment and began to feed. After a few days they
were released into the main acclimatization enclosure, where they will spend the winter before being
released into the wild in late spring of next year.

With the eighth transport in the Return of the Wild Horses project, the number of horses trans-
ported to the Great Gobi B region has increased to 31 individuals. At the time the new horses arrived
there were a total of 16 offspring living in the Gobi B from previously imported mares. Of the 19 mares
that had had the opportunity to participate in reproduction, at least 13 had managed to give birth
to a foal at least once. The total number of horses in the Great Gobi B area at the end of 2018 was 235
(Ganbaatar, pers. comm.).

VSechny ¢tyfi klisny ndsledujici den po vypusténi v karanténni ohradé
All four mares the next day after being released into the quarantine enclosure Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka
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