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Dne 28. Cervence 2014 zemiel ve véku 88 let profesor Dr. Dr. h. c¢. mult. Heinz-Georg Kl6s, dlouholety
feditel Zoologické zahrady v Berliné. Narodil se 6. ledna 1926 ve Wuppertalu nedaleko tamni zoolo-
gické zahrady. jJeji ¢asté navstévy patrné podchytily zajem dospivajiciho mladika natolik, Ze po absol-
vovéani gymnasia pomahal v prvych valecnych létech jako o3etfovatel exotickych zvifat. Pfi rozhodo-
vani o dalsim studiu volil veterinarni lékafstvi, které slibovalo Sirsi uplatnéni. Presvédcil se o tom pfi
semestralnich stazich v rdznych némeckych zoologickych zahradach i pfi feseni rozséhlé parazitické
infekce cistokrevného zubiiho stada chovné stanice v Neandertalu.

Studium dokoncil s Uspéchem v r. 1953, ale jiz v 1été 1950 se stal dobrovolnikem Zoo Wuppertal.
Tehdejsi reditel dr. Miller mladého asistenta ocenil jako pilného a zodpovédného pracovnika a po-
véfoval jej nejriznéjsimi,vedlejsimi” tkoly, napf. vedenim kartotéky zvifat, privodcovskou sluzbou ¢i
Skolenim osetiovatel(.

Zjara 1954 byl dr. KI6s v pouhych 28 letech ustanoven feditelem Waldzoo Osnabriick. Pozdéji toto
plsobeni bral s humorem a fikal, Ze to byl, podnik jednoho muze”, kde se musil starat o v3e, od krmiva
pres stavby, oSetfovani zvifat, zahradni Upravy, finance, atd. Byla to pry $kola improvizace a publicity.
Za dva roky mél Osnabriick zoologickou zahradu nesrovnatelné lepsi Urovné, s dvojndsobnym po-
¢tem ndvstévnikd.

Vroce 1956, kdyz dlouholetd feditelka Zoo Berlin dr. Katharina Heinroth odchézela do penze, rada
mésta jednohlasné zvolila jejim nastupcem dr. Kldseho. Ve svych 30 |étech se tak stal osmym a ve své-
tovém méfitku nejmladsim feditelem renomované zoologické zahrady. Nejhorsi véle¢né rany byly jiz
zhojeny, presto ale berlinska zoo byla jen torzem kdysi nejvétsi a nejuspésnéjsi némecké zahrady. Vztah
nového feditele k jeji historii se, mimo jiné, odrazil i v tom, s jakou pietou zachrafoval nemnoho zby-
lych, stylové typickych pamétihodnosti - ubikace pro zubry, bizony ¢&i zebry.

Stéstim bylo, Ze generalni plan dal3i vystavby zoologické zahrady v r. 1960 schvalovali skute¢né
erudovani odbornici a zdjem na jeho realizaci bez vyhrad projevili i zastupitelé mésta. V roce 1958
byla zahéjena stavba tehdy nejmodernéjsiho pavilonu lidoopt a opic, pozdéji nosorozct, okapi a ta-
pird ¢abrakovych (1964), osm vybéhd pro velké medvédy, novy pavilon Selem (1974), z popela vstalo
kdysi slavné akvarium (1978 - 1983), postavena velkd voliéra vodniho ptactva (1986), novy pavilon pro
bonga a okapi, daldi pro nosorozce (1987), vybéh pro pstrosovité ptéky, atd.

Nova zafizeni s pfiméfenym zazemim se pozitivné promitly u samotnych zvifat; mnoho druh( se
podafilo odchovat prvné v lidské péci: dropy velké, anoa horské, ovce aljadské, guerézy, plamendky
andské, v Berliné prvni gorilu (1974), nosorozce indického (1972) a dvourohého (1981).

Pres viechnu péci, kterou dr. KI6s vénoval provozu zoologické zahrady, nalezl jesté dost ¢asu pro
publika¢ni ¢innost. S jeho pracemi se setkdvame zejména v periodikach jako je Zeitschrift fiir Sduge-
tierkunde, Zuchthygiene, International Zoo Yearbook, pfispél i do encyklopedie Grzimeks Tierleben.
Nejdulezitéjsim dilem je pak kniha o nemocech zoozvifat - Zootierkrankheiten, zr. 1976 ve spoluau-
torstvi s prof. Langem.

Neopomenutelnd je i pedagogicka ¢innost dr. KIéseho na veterinarné medicinské fakulté Svobodné
University Berlin (West), kde v roce 1970 obdrzel titul profesora.

Provoznim zoologdim a dokumentétoriim se dr. KI6s pfipominal kazdorocné jako vedouci Mezina-
rodnich knih a koordinator chovu nosorozcti dvourohych, tuponosych a gaurd.

213



Svij vztah k pavodni profesi demonstroval organizovanim mezinarodnich symposii 0 nemocech
zoozvifat a divokych zvifat, jakoZ i svolavanim veterinai némecky mluvicich zemi. Dlouha |éta byl dr.
Klgs presidentem Mezinérodni i Némecké unie fediteld zoologickych zahrad.

Za svoji dlouholetou a mnohostrannou odbornou ¢innost byl dr. KIés po zasluze vyznamenan mnoha
vysokymi némeckymi i zahrani¢nimi fFady a medailemi. Ti co jej blize poznali védi, Ze ty pocty si pIné
zaslouzil a to nejen z profesniho hlediska.

Rad bych vzpomnél piihodu, ktera stala na pocatku naseho upfimného piatelstvi.

Koncem srpna 1961 jsem pijel do zoologické zahrady v tehdejsim zapadnim Berliné a prvné se setkal
s mladym feditelem dr. KIésem. Pfi obédé, na ktery mne pozval, jsem se zminil, Ze zdpadonémecké zoo
nemohu, bohuzel, z politickych divodd navstivit.,Neni lehké Zit v rozdéleném svété”, pravil, ,co mate
nyni v planu?”. Odpovédél jsem, ze hodlam jesté navstivit Zoo v Rostocku.,Ach, Rostock! Tam jsem chtél
poslat plany nového pavilonu pro lidoopy, nyni ale nastaly komplikace. (Pozn. 12. srpna 1961 ,vyrostla“
berlinské zed.) Odpovédél jsem:, Jestli mné dlivéfujete, odvezu je tam osobné fediteli dr. Seifertovi.”
Po odpoledni spolecné prohlidce zoo byla v kanceldfi jiz pripravena thledné pievézana papirova roura
s plany. Pii lou¢eni mne dr. KIos prekvapil:,Jestli chcete, mizete u nas zdstat — misto odborného asis-
tenta je pro Vas v berlinské zoo volné.” Velkorysou nabidku jsem z rodinnych ddvodu s diky (a se skry-
vanym dojetim) odmitl; plany jsem o dva dny pozdéji v pofadku predal v rostocké zoo.

Tato pfihoda mize nezicastnénym dnes pfipadat jako nicotna epizoda, ale v tehdejsich souvislos-
tech jsem si uvédomil — a uvédomuiji si stéle, Ze jsem se setkal nejen se sympatickym feditelem, ale
i s nékym, komu byla déna vzacna vlastnost — dnes oznacovana jako empatie, odeddvna se ale zndma
jako lidstvi.

BLASZKIEWITZ, B., 1991: Heinz-Georg Kls 65 Jahre. Zool. Garten 61, 209 - 212.

BLASZKIEWITZ, B., 2012: Anmerkungen zur Geschichte des Verbandes Deutscher Zoodirektoren
(VDZ).Bongo 43, 23 - 38.

FRADRICH, H., KLOS, H.-G., 1988. Das Erweiterungsgelinde des Zoologischen Gartens Berlin. Zool.
Garten 58,209 - 221.

JAROFKE, D., 1984: Tiere der Vorzeit an der Fassade unseres Aquariums. Bongo, 8, 19 - 40.

JAROFKE, D., 1989: Veterindrmedizinische Dissertationen aus dem Zoologischen Garten Berlin.
Bongo 15,115-118.

KLOS, H.-G., REINHARD, R., 1991: Eine neue Grossvoliere im Zoo Berlin. Zool. Garten 61, 89 - 94.
MULLER, R., 1986: Heinz-Georg Klos 60 Jahre. Zool. Garten 56, 1 - 6.

Professor Dr. Dr. h. ¢. mult. Heinz-Georg Klds, long-standing director of Berlin Zoological Garden, died
on 28" July, 2014 at the age of 88. He was born in Wuppertal, close to the local zoo, on 6 January 1926.
Frequent visits to the zoo shaped the teenage boy. After leaving secondary school, he worked in the first
years of WWII as a keeper of exotic animals. Then he chose to study veterinary medicine which offered
more possibilities of work after graduation. His decision proved right when, during his studies, he did
some practical work in a number of German zoological gardens and also when tackling a widespread
parasitic infection in a purebred bison herd in a breeding station in Neandertal.

He graduated in 1953, but already in the summer of 1950 he became a voluntary worker of Zoo
Wuppertal. Its director, Dr. Miller, praised the young assistant as being diligent and responsible, and
entrusted him with various extra tasks, such as administering the animal register, working as a guide
or training keepers.
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In the spring of 1954, Dr. KI6s was appointed to the post of director of Waldzoo Osnabriick at the
age of mere 28. In later years, he laughed about the post saying that it was a “one-man business”as he
had to look after everything, from the feed to the buildings, tending animals, doing gardening jobs, lo-
oking after finances and a lot more. In two years, the Zoo in Osnabriick turned into a zoological garden
at a much higher level and the number of visitors doubled.

When in 1956, Dr. Katharina Heinroth, a long-standing director of Zoo Berlin, retired, the City Council
unanimously elected Dr. Klos to become her successor. The 30-year-old man thus became the eighth,
and globally the youngest, director of a renowned zoological garden. The worst war wounds had al-
ready been healed but Berlin Zoo still remained to be just a torso of what used to be the largest and
most successful of all German zoos. The new director’s perception of history was demonstrated, among
other things, in how he tried to save with piety the few remaining monuments, built in a special style
- the buffalo, bison or zebra houses.

It was lucky that the master development plan of 1960 was approved by really knowledgeable ex-
perts and also the City Councillors were interested and had no objections. In 1958, construction work
started on the most modern ape and monkey house of the time, and later houses for the rhinoceros,
okapi and Malayan tapir (1964), eight enclosures for large bears, a new beast house (1974), what used
be to a famous aquarium rose from the ashes (1978 - 1983), a large aviary for water birds was erected
(1986), there was a new bongo and okapi house, another one for rhinoceros (1987), a paddock for os-
triches, and more.

The new buildings and adequate facilities had a positive effect on the animals; some species were
reared by hand for the first time: great bustards , mountain anoa, Dall’s sheep, colobus monkeys, An-
dean flamingos, the first gorilla in Berlin (1974), Indian rhinoceros (1972) and African black rhinoceros
(1981).

On top of all the care Dr. KlIds gave to the running of the Zoo, he even found enough time to pu-
blicise. His articles can be found namely in periodicals, such as Zeitschrift fiir Sdugetierkunde, Zuch-
thygiene or the International Zoo Yearbook, and he also contributed to the Grzimeks Tierleben ency-
clopaedia. His major work, however, was a book, written together with co-author Prof. Lang, on zoo
animal illnesses - Zootierkrankheiten -, published in 1976.

Note need be made of the pedagogical work of Dr. KI9s at the Department of Veterinary Medicine
at Freie Universitdt Berlin (West), where he was awarded the title of Professor in 1970.

Every year, Dr. KI&s was in touch with zoologists and documentalists as head of International Books
department and coordinator of the breeding of the African black rhinoceros, square-lipped rhino-
ceros and gaurs .He reverted to his initial profession through organising international symposia on di-
seases of zoo animals and also by assembling veterinary surgeons from German speaking countries.
Dr. Klos was President of the International as well as German Union of Directors of Zoological Gardens
for many years.

He received many high German and international orders and medals in appreciation of his versatile
and long professional work. Those who knew Dr. KI6s more intimately knew that all the awards were
well deserved, not only due to his profession.

I would like to recall something that happened at the beginning of our sincere friendship.

In late August 1961 | came to the zoological garden in (what used to be) West Berlin and met young
director Dr. KI6s for the first time. He invited me to lunch and during the meal | mentioned that for
political reasons | could not, unfortunately, visit West German Zoos. “It is not easy to live in a divided
world," he observed and asked “What are your plans now?” | replied that | was going to visit the Zoo in
Rostock.“Oh, Rostock! That's where | wanted to send some designs for a new ape house. However, now
itis complicated.” (author’s note: on 12 August 1961, the Berlin wall was erected.) | responded: “If you
trust me, | will take them to director Dr. Seifert myself:" Following our afternoon tour of the zoological
garden, there was a nicely wrapped paper tube containing the drawings ready for me to take. When
saying our goodbyes, Dr. KIs surprised me:“If you like, you can stay with us - there is a vacancy for you
as fellow at the Berlin Zoo" For family reasons | declined the offer with many thanks (and unconcealed
emotions); two days later, | handed the plans in good order over to Rostock Zoo.

Nowadays this story might seem insignificant, but under the circumstances | realised - and still keep
itin mind - that not only | met a very nice person and director, but also someone who had a rare trait
- now known as empathy but until recently called humanity.
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