Duben 2014, Gobi. Prazska klisna Zeta se svym devatym hiibétem. Zeta Zije v Gobi od roku 1998 a je jedna ze dvou Ziji-

cich klisen z prvnich transportd, pieZila i zimni katastrofu na pocatku roku 2010. V roce 2015 porodila dalsi hiibé.

April 2014, Gobi. Prague mare Zeta and her ninth foal. Zeta has been living in the Gobi since 1998 and is one of the two

living mares from first shipments. She even survived the winter disaster of early 2010. In 2015 she gave birth to another

foal. Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek




MIROSLAV BOBEK, JAROSLAV SIMEK, ROMAN VODICKA, LUCIE VEJMELKOVA,
BARBORA DOBIASOVA, JAN MAREK
Zoologicka zahrada Praha

Projekt Zoo Praha,Névrat divokych koni” zaméfeny na reintrodukci koni Prevalského do jejich domoviny
v zapadnim Mongolsku a jejich ochranu in-situ byl zahajen v roce 2011, kdy byli z Ceské republiky do
lokality Khomiin Tal nedaleko zdpadomongolského mésta Khovdu prepraveni prvni ¢tyfi koné (Bobek
etal, 2011). Dal3i transporty v nasledujicich letech smérovaly do pfisné chranéné oblasti (Strictly Pro-
tected Area — SPA) Great Gobi B v jihozdpadnim Mongolsku, kde je posledni znamé refugium druhu
v pfirodé (Paklina et Pozdnyakova, 1989). Reintroduk¢ni aktivity v Gobi B zapocaly jiz v roce 1992 (Kls
2000; Bobek et al, 2011; Bandi a Dorjaraa 2012). Po Uspésném zacatku a postupném rdstu populace
vsak v dUsledku tuhé zimy s nadprdmérnym mnozstvim snéhu na prelomu let 2009/2010 doslo k vyraz-
nému snizeni pocetnosti reintrodukované populace (Enkhsaikhan 2010, Kaczensky et al, 2011). To byl
jeden z hlavnich dGvodi vzniku a realizace projektu Navrat divokych koni.V letech 2012 az 2014 bylo
do oblasti Gobi B Uispésné prevezeno ve tiech transportech celkem 11 klisen. Pribéh téchto transportd
je popsan v predeslych zpravach (Simek et al, 2012; Bobek et al, 2013; Simek et al, 2014).

V roce 2015 projekt pokracoval v pofadi jiz patym transportem, ktery probéhl ve dnech 4. - 5. Cer-
vence. DGvody pro realizaci tohoto transportu jsou stale stejné jako na zacatku projektu - posileni po-
cetni i genetické zékladny stavajici repatriované populace koni. Nosna kapacita prostfedi SPA Great
Gobi B neni zdaleka napInéna. Vzhledem k limitujicim podminkam prostfedi, do kterého se koné Pfe-
valského po vice nez Ctvrtstoleti absence vratili, je ziejmé, Ze zarukou dlouhodobého preZiti je nejen
odpovidajici péce ochranaiského managementu, ale pfedeviim dostatecné pocetné populace majici
pevny zéklad v silnych a reprodukce schopnych jedincich. Hlavnim organizatorem transportu v roce
2015 byla jako v pfedchozich letech Zoologicka zahrada hl. m. Prahy s hlavnim partnerem Armadou
Ceskeé republiky, kterd poskytla letoun CASA C-295M, a to pouze za Uhradu pfimych provoznich na-
kladl spojenych s prepravou. Stalymi partnery pfipravnych i realiza¢nich fazi projektu Navrat divokych
koni jsou organizace ITG (International Takhi Group) a jeji mongolska poboéka, velvyslanectvi Ceské re-
publiky v Uldnbataru a Evropsky chovny program koni Prevalského (EEPP). Finan¢ni zajisténi letosniho
transportu bylo kryto primarné z prostiedkd uvolnénych z dlouhodobého projektu Zoo Praha a Ma-
gistratu hl. m. Prahy,Dvé koruny ze vstupu’, umoziujiciho vyuzit dvé koruny z kazdého vstupu do zoo
na podporu vybranych ochranéiskych in-situ projektd, z dota¢niho titulu Ministerstva Zivotniho pro-
stfedi CR a z prispévk{ majiteld koni poskytnutych pro reintrodukci- Zoo Lipsko, Tierpark Hellabrunn-
-Mnichov a Wildpark Griinau.

Piipravy transportu probihaly obdobnym zptisobem jako v minulych letech (Simek et al., 2012),
s dil¢imi zménami reflektujicimi nové vzniklé okolnosti. Primarni vybér koni pro transport probéhl na
zékladé doporuceni Evropského chovného programu pro koné Prevalského (EEPP), pficemz néktefi
z koni byli v chovné stanici v Dolnim Dobfejové k dispozici jiz z pfedeslych let. Nové bylo dovezeno
5 klisen z 5 rGznych chovnych zafizeni (Dansko, Finsko, Némecko) v rozmezi listopadu az ledna, dalsi
2 klisny byly dovezeny v dubnu (Némecko). Poprvé od roku 2011 se objevili na seznamu kandidat( také
koné narozeni v prazské skupiné. Zésadnimi kritérii vybéru vhodnych jedincl pro transport je stafi, cel-
kova kondice a zdravotni stav vcetné biezosti (klisny nesméji byt biezi). V neposledni fadé je diilezita
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Pristani armadniho letounu CASA C-295M na jiz téméf ,pravidelné lince” Praha-Bulgan se ¢tyfmi klisnami na palubé.

i zkuSenost s reakci na anestézii a prevoz v pirepravnim boxu. V zavislosti na kompletnosti veterinarnich
vysetfeni v misté plivodu, koné byli bud'vylozeni pfimo v Dolnim Dobfejové (2x) nebo podstoupili po
dovozu izolaci v samostatném vybéhu v aredlu Zoo Praha, béhem které byly provedeny vstupni vete-
rindrni testy (5x). Teprve po ukonceni izolace mohli byt i tito koné prevezeni do aklimatiza¢ni stanice
v Dolnim Dobrejové, kterd je ndstupnim mistem pro transporty do Mongolska. Zde vybrani koné pod-
stupuji pfedepsanou tricetidenni pfedvyvozni izolaci a vsechna veterinarni vySetieni stanovena pi-
slusnymi mongolskymi urady. Rozsah pozadovanych veterinarnich tkon( z{istava v poslednich letech
nezménén (Bobek et al., 2011).

Vyfizovani a dohled nad priibéhem zajistovacich a schvalovacich procest vsech potiebnych doku-
mentl by nebylo myslitelné bez pfitomnosti externiho pracovnika Zoo Praha dlouhodobé pobyvaji-
ciho v Mongolsku, bez spolupréce s mongolskymi kolegy z partnerské organizace ITG a s pracovniky
Ceského zastupitelského Uradu v Uldnbataru. FindIni pfipravy a kontroly viech zéleZitosti potiebnych
pro zdarny priibéh transportu v zavérecné etapé cesty probihaly v Mongolsku za podpory dalsich
dvou pracovniki Zoo Praha, ktefi byli na misté nékolik dndi pred pfiletem transportu. Pravidelnou sou-
Casti posledni faze priprav je mimo jiné kontrola stavu vypoustéci ohrady, mista vykladky a vypous-
téni, kontrola trasy pozemniho transportu v ¢asti vedouci mimo asfaltovou silnici, persondlni zajisténi
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Landing of CASA C-295M military plane on its almost “regular flight” from Prague to Bulgan with four mares on board.
Foto/Photo by Krystof Bobek

pozemniho transportu a zajisténi spolehlivych nékladnich aut. Pro pozemni pfepravu byly pfipraveny
tfi ndkladni vozy, dva ur¢ené pro prepravu boxu z letisté a jeden jako néhradni, pficemz kazdy z voz(i
byl v pfipadé nutnosti schopen pojmout vsechny koné. Nepostradatelnym ¢lenem pfipravného tymu
je také pilot Armady CR, ktery na misté provéfuje aktualni stav pfistavaci dréhy, vyhodnocuje meteo-
rologické podminky a nasledné zajistuje komunikaci mezi letistni véZi a letounem. Vzhledem k tomu,
Ze letisté v Bulganu neni vybaveno modernim navigacnim zafizenim a v blizkosti letisté jsou vysoké
hory, mlize zde letadlo pfistat pouze za pfiznivych podminek. Pro pfipad nepfiznivého pocasi byla jako
v minulych letech zajisténa moznost nahradniho pfistani a vylozeni koni na vzdalenéjsim, ale Iépe vy-
baveném letisti v Khovdu.

Pfipravna faze v Mongolsku, zvIasté v poslednich dnech, byla v letodnim roce vyrazné ztizena kli-
matickymi podminkami. Oblast jihozapadniho Mongolska véetné oblasti Gobi B postihly silné lokalni
desté, které na mnoha mistech zpUsobily bleskové zaplavy.Voda ovlivnila jak situaci v Tachin Talu, v sidle
spravy SPA Gobi B, kde rozvodnéna ficka Bij strhla nékolik plot(i aklimatiza¢nich ohrad a na nékolik
dn0 odfizla stanici od stejnojmenné vesnice. Voda pfimo z destovych srazek ¢i pfitékajici z okolnich
svah(l na mnoha mistech poskodila pijezdové cesty, spojnice mezi asfaltovou silnici a Tachin Talem.
Komplikace se nevyhnuly ani dal$im mistdm. Méstim Bugat, odkud méli pfijet pfedstavitelé mistni
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Nezvykly pohled na aklimatiza¢ni ohrady v Tachin Talu a protékajici ficku Bij. Pocatek léta roku 2016 byl pro celou oblast
Gobi vyjimecny mnozstvim srazek. Proud vody strhl nebo vyrazné poskodil vsechny aklimatizacni ohrady.

An unusual view of the acclimatisation enclosure in Tachin Tal and the small river Bij passing through it. Early summer of
2016 was marked by exceptionally high rainfalls throughout the Gobi. A strong stream of water broke down or severely
damaged all the fencing and acclimatisation enclosures. Foto/Photo by Jaroslav Simek

veterinarni spravy, Govi-Altaj, kde se nachdzi pronajimané nakladni vozy, a samotnému Bulganu, kde
voda zaplavila okoli letisté a kratce i ¢ast pfistavaci plochy. Nejdiskutovanéjsimi tématy pred pfiletem
letadla s korimi tak byla pfedpovéd pocasi, ¢isténi letistni plochy od slabé vrstvy naplaveného bahna
a vybér sjizdné cesty v Usecich mimo asfaltovou silnici.

Pocasi v letosnim roce plsobilo obavy uz na za¢atku transportu, pfi nakladani na Dolnim Dobiejové.
Dlvodem byly tropické teploty, které jiz v brzkych dopolednich hodinach stoupaly pies 30 °C. Nakladani
koni 4. ervence zacalo s rozbieskem, tak aby byli alespor prvni z koni naloZeni za je$té snesitelnych
teplot. Klisny byly postupné uspany, probéhl odbér poslednich vzork( krve pro potieby mongolskych
veterinarnich autorit a aplikovany potfebné medikamenty. Po aplikaci antagonistd imobilizacni latky
byly jiz stojici klisny zatlaceny do pfepravnich boxd, které od loriského tspéSného transportu kromé
dil¢ich oprav nedoznaly Zadnych zmén (Simek et al. 2012). VSechny klisny byly naloZeny do pfepravnich
boxu a na nakladni automobil pred devatou hodinou. Vzhledem k vysoké teploté byli koné, ktefi se do-
stali na fadu az pozdéji, stinéni velkymi slune¢niky. Klisny byly naloZeny v pofadiKird, Querida, Paradise
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a jako posledni Rabea. Kira byla do boxu umisténa bez problém(, ale druha Querida dlouho odolavala
prvni ddvce anestetik, proto ji musela byt aplikovana davka druha. Naopak Rabeu, o jejiz nakladce pa-
novaly obavy, se podafilo naloZit bez sebemensich potizi, stejné jako v pfipadé ¢tvrté Paradise.

Patym ceskym transportem tak byly do SPA Great Gobi B prepraveny ctyfi klisny: Querida, stud-
book No. 6071, narozena 10. srpna 2012 v Zoo Praha, Kir4, ¢. pl. knihy 5210, nar. 6. srpna 2008 v NP
Hortobagy, Rabea, ¢. pl. knihy 5451 nar. 14. z4fi 2009 v Zoo Lipsko a Paradise, ¢. pl. knihy 5402, nar. 25.
kvétna 2009 v Zoo Paris.

Cestu na letisté v Praze - Kbelich a naloZeni na palubu letounu zvladli koné bez zdsadnich obtizi,
béhem cesty byl prostor ndkladniho vozu chlazen nainstalovanymi ventildtory. O spolupraci jsme po-
zadali také dopravni policii, pro pfipad uviznuti v silném provozu. Na letisti byly bedny nestandardné
prekladany v hangaru, kde byly ve srovnéni s venkovnim prostorem mimo pfimé slunce pfece jen
o trochu pfiznivéjsi podminky. Za Gcelem alespon ¢astecného ochlazeni prostoru skrapély plochu pred
hangarem a okolo letadla proudy vody z hasi¢skych cisteren. Letadlo odstartovalo podle planu kratce
po 14. hodiné. Teplota vzduchu na palubé byla od za¢4tku udrZzovéna na co nejnizi Grovni, postupné
byla snizovana az k 8 °C, coz mélo na fyziologicky stav koni jednoznacné pfiznivy vliv. BEhem letu byli
koné relativné klidni, jedinou, za to viak vyraznou komplikaci zptsobila Rabea, kterd kousnutim pora-
nila prst ¢lenovi tymu pecujiciho v priibéhu letu o koné. Po prvni pomoci poskytnuté na palubé byla
chovatelka v doprovodu kolegy radéji ponechana v Novosibirsku k odbornému o3etieni. Po kratkém
zpozdéni v Novosibirsku letoun s korimi Uspésné pfistal v Bulganu v 15:45 mistniho ¢asu. Konim bylo
béhem letu priibézné nabizeno seno, obcas mrkev a voda. Kazdé krmeni mélo vesmés pozitivni zklid-
nujici Gcinek. Veterinarni lékat opakované aplikoval zklidrujici feromonovy preparat v rozprasovaci,
ktery se osvédcil jiz pfi minulych transportech. Vzhledem k maximalni mozné pfipravé pfed vlastnim
priletem, probéhlo odbaveni a pfelozeni ndkladu na automobily v nejkratsim mozném ¢ase a v 17:08
konvoj vyrazil smérem do Gobi B. Nikoliv vak bohuzel nejkratsi cestou. V disledku silnych destd posled-
nich dnd misto 16 km prasné cesty mezi letistém a asfaltovou silnici bylo nezbytné jet oklikou v délce
100 km. V pribéhu cesty transport opakované stavél kv(ili pravidelné kontrole koni. Starosti délala Que-
rida, kterd kratce po odjezdu z letisté v bedné upadla, nicméné hned se sama postavila. V pul sedmé
vzhledem k pokracujicimu neklidu veterinar aplikoval Queridé zklidnujici injekci. Zatimco béhem za-
stavek Rabea a Paradise ochotné pfijimaly seno i vodu, Kird zdstavala jen u sena. Kratce po devété ho-
diné vecerni konvoj sjel z hlavni silnice a po tfech hodinach jizdy po prasnych cestach, presnéji v 1:05
mistniho ¢asu (béhem cesty z letisté se piejizdi casové pasmo), dorazil k ohraddm v Tachin Talu. Bedny
byly nasledné slozeny z aut a sefazeny smérem do prostoru aklimatiza¢ni ohrady tak aby po vybéh-
nuti mély pied sebou co nejvice volného prostoru. Plocha pred bednami byla osvicena reflektory aut,
podle metody vyzkousené v dfivéjsich letech. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze ohrada pdvodné vybrana pro akli-
matitzaci koni byla v délce mnoha poli strzena velkou vodou a do ur¢ité miry byly poskozeny ploty
véech ohrad pretinajici ficku Bij, byli koné tentokréat vypusténi do nejmensi z ohrad, o rozloze 1,7 ha.
Z prepravnich boxu jako prvni vybéhla v Praze narozend a cestu nejhife snasejici Querida, postupné
pak nasledovaly Rabea, Kira a jako posledni Paradise. V3echny klisny po vypusténi vypadaly v pofadku
a druhy den rano se spole¢né seznamovaly s novym prostiedim.

Cely transport, od naloZeni prvniho koné v Dobfejové po vypusténi viech Ctyr klisen do aklima-
tizacni ohrady, trval 36 hodin, coz bylo vzhledem ke komplikacim na cesté o nékolik hodin déle nez
v roce predeslém. Klisny stravily prvni dny ve stejné ohradé, nicméné nasledné byly po opravé viech
poskozenych plotd vypustény do sousedni ohrady o rozloze okolo 75 ha.

Vsechny ctyfi klisny stravily v aklimatiza¢ni ohradé spole¢né pouze prvni dva mésice. Klisny Kira
a Querida totiz neplanované opustily ohradu 10. zafi, kdy se probofily vijezdovou branou, a pfidaly se
k harému hrebce Mogoie, jehoz soucasti byly v té dobé klisny z transportu v roce 2013, Lotusz, Spange
a Barca. Klisny Rabea a Paradise zUstaly v ohradé, k nim naopak mistni strazci pfipojili nejprve dva mladé
hfebecky, které se zatoulali od rodi¢ovskych stad (ro¢ni Nachin za¢atkem zafi a tohoro¢ni Tsuut za-
catkem fijna) a v lednu pak témét triletého hiebce Soyomba. Na jaie byly ke skupiné z rGznych divod(
pripojeny jesté tii mladé klisny (Namuun, Odod a Zolushka), které zdstaly mimo sva stdda. Do volnosti
pak byla pocetnd skupina vedena hiebcem Soyombem vypusténa 20. ¢ervna 2016.

Paty rok projektu,Navrat divokych koni” byl Gspésné zavrsen a pocet koni pfepravenych do Gobi B
se zvysil na 15. Pro rok 2016 byl naplanovan transport Ctyf koni z Evropy, na ktery navéze pfesun dal-
Sich ctyi koni v rdmci Mongolska, z NP Khustain Nuuru. Podle vysledkd s¢itani na konci roku 2015 Zilo
na Uzemi SPA celkem 132 koni Pfevalského (Ganbaatar, pers. com.).
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Prvnim z vypusténych koni byla klisna Querida, kterd se narodila jako 218. hiibé v Zoo Praha.
The mare Querida, born in Zoo Prague as the 218" foal, was the first horse to be released. Foto/Photo by Filip Singer
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The“Return of the Wild Horse” project of the Prague Zoological Garden, aimed at reintroducing Przewal-
ski's horses into their homeland in western Mongolia and their in-situ protection, was launched in 2011
when the first four horses were shipped from the Czech Republic to the Khomiin Tal site, close to the
west Mongolian town of Khovd (Bobek et al, 2011). In the years that followed, other horses were trans-
ported to the Strictly Protected Area — SPA, Gobi B, in south-east Mongolia with the last known refuge
of species in the wild (Paklina et Pozdnyakova, 1989). The reintroduction activities in SPA Great Gobi B
started back in 1992 (Kds 2000; Bobek et al, 2011; Bandi and Dorjaraa 2012). However, following a very
good start and a steady increase in the numbers, the harsh winter of 2009/2010, with unusually great
amounts of snow, caused a substantial decrease in the number of the reintroduced population (Enkh-
saikhan 2010, Kaczensky et al, 2011). This was one of the chief reasons for launching and running the
Return of the Wild Horse project. During the years 2012 to 2014 14 mares altogether were successfully
brought in stages to the Gobi B area. Earlier reports give an account of the three shipments (Simek et
al, 2012; Bobek et al, 2013; Simek et al, 2014).

The project continued in 2015 and the fifth transport took place on the 4" and 5% of July. The rea-
sons for this transport remained the same as at the beginning of the project - to reinforce the num-
bers and genetic base of the existing reintroduced horse populations. The capacity of the SPA Great
Gobi B environment is far from full. In view of the restricting conditions which Przewalski’s horses have
returned to, after being absent for more than a quarter of a century, it is clear that long-term survival
can only be guaranteed by proper care provided by conservation management and, above all, by
a sufficient number of the population with a firm basis of strong individuals able to reproduce. As in
the previous years, the main organiser of the 2015 transport was the Zoological Garden of Prague with
its chief partner, the Czech Army, which provided its CASA C-295M aircraft just for the direct running
costs incurred by the transport. Permanent partners in the preparatory and implementation stages
of the Return of the Wild Horse project include the ITG (International Takhi Group) and its Mongo-
lian branch, the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ulan Bator and the EEPP (European Breeding Pro-
gramme of Przewalski's Horses). The 2015 shipment of horses was primarily covered by means from
along-term project of Prague Zoo and the Municipality of Prague called “Two Crowns from the Entrance
Fee", thanks to which two crowns from each entrance fee to the Zoo can be used to support selected
conservation in-situ projects; as well as from a subsidy from the Czech Ministry of the Environment and
from contributions from the initial owners of the reintroduced horses - the Zoo in Leipzig, the Zoo in
Munich and Wildpark Griinau.

Preparations for the shipment were similar to previous shipments (Simek et al., 2012), with some
small changes reflecting new circumstances. The primary selection of horses for the transport followed
recommendations of the European Breeding Programme of Przewalski’s Horses (EEPP). Some of the
horses had already been available in the breeding station in Dolni Dobfejov from earlier shipments.
Between November and January, five new mares were brought in from five establishments (Denmark,
Finland and Germany), and two more mares came in April (from Germany). It was the first time since
2011 that the candidates included horses born in the Prague group. Major selection criteria for horses
suitable for reintroduction include age, overall condition and health with view to gestation (mares
must not be pregnant). Finally, the way the animal reacts to anaesthesia and to the transport crate.
Depending on the completeness of a veterinary examination at the place of their origin, the horses
were either unloaded in Dolni Dobfejov (2x) or were placed in isolation in a paddock in the Prague Zoo
where they underwent vet examinations (5x). Only after that the horses were allowed to come to the
acclimatisation station in Dolni Dobiejov, the loading point for transports to Mongolia. There, selected
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Dovezené klisny (zleva - Rabea, Kira, Querida a Paradise) druhy den po pfiletu v malé aklimatiza¢ni ohradé, ktera jako je-
dina nebyla poskozena velkou vodou. V diisledku vysokych srazek méli koné ve vybéhu bohata zelenou pastvu.
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Newimported mares (from left - Rabea, Kira, Querida and Paradise ) the day after their arrival in a small acclimatisation
paddock, the only one not damaged by high waters. Thanks to surplus rainfall, there was a nice green pasture available.
Foto/Photo by Khalil Baalbaki
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horses are subjected to the customary thirty-day pre-export isolation and all the necessary veterinary
examinations required by Mongolian authorities. The extent of these essential veterinary tasks has re-
mained unchanged over the past few years (Bobek et al., 2011).

It would be unthinkable to take care of and supervise the process of obtaining and getting all the
necessary documents approved without having an external worker of the Prague Zoo staying in Mon-
golia, without the cooperation of Mongolian colleagues from our partner organisation ITG and the staff
of the Czech Embassy in Ulan Bator. Two more people from Prague Zoo went to Mongolia several days
before the shipment to help organise preparations for the final stage of the transport. This usually in-
volves checking the condition of the enclosure for horses, the place for unloading and the release of
horses, and also checking the route along dirt roads, as well as arranging personnel and reliable trucks
for land transport. Three trucks were ready for land transport, two to carry the crates from the airport
and one as a backup. On top of this, if necessary, each truck can carry all the horses. A Czech army pilot
is an indispensable member of the team as he inspects the condition of the landing strip, assesses the
weather conditions and then takes care of the communication between the air traffic control tower
and the aircraft. As the airfield in Bulgan is not furnished with a modern navigational system and there
are high mountains close to it, it is only possible to land under favourable weather conditions. Just as
in previous years, there was a possibility to use an alternative airport in case of adverse weather condi-
tions and unload the horses at the more distant but better equipped place, the Khovd airport.

Preparatory work in Mongolia in 2015 was difficult, especially in the last few days, due to bad climatic
conditions. Very heavy local rains hit south-west Mongolia, including Gobi B, and there were sudden
floods in many places. The rains affected the situation in Tachin Tal, as well as at the seat of the SPA
Gobi B administration, where swollen waters of the Bij river brought down some of the fences of the
acclimatisation enclosures and cut off the station from the neighbouring village for a number of days.
Rain water or water coming down the slopes damaged access roads, links between the bitumen road
and Tachin Tal, in many places. And there were complications elsewhere, too. In the towns of Bugat,
from which members of the local veterinary administration were to come, Govi-Altaj, where the trucks
were rented, and Bulgan itself, where water flooded the area next to the airport and, for a brief period,
part of the landing strip. Thus, it is understandable, that the most frequently discussed topics before
the arrival of the plane and the horses included the weather forecast, the removal of a thin layer of mud
from the airfield and finding a practicable road in sections without bitumen.

Even in Dolni Dobfejov, at the beginning of the transport, there were problems in 2015 due to the
weather. The reason were high temperatures which, in the early morning hours, had already reached
over 30 °C. Loading of the horses started on July 4" at dawn so that at least the first ones could be
placed in when the temperature was still bearable. One by one, the mares were put to sleep, final blood
samples were taken for the Mongolian veterinary authorities, and required medicines were adminis-
tered. After administering an antidote to the immobilizing drug, the mares that had awakened were
pushed into their respective transport crates, which, apart from some small repairs, had not been altered
since the previous successful transport (Simek et al. 2012). All the mares were placed in their transport
crates and loaded onto the truck by nine o'clock. As the temperature was high, large sunshades were
used to protect the horses whose turn came a bit later. Kird was the first to be loaded, followed by
Querida and Paradise, while Rabea came last. There were no problems placing Kira into her crate but
the second one in the row, Querida, had resisted the first dose of anaesthetics for a long time and had
to receive another. On the other hand, there had been some apprehensions about Rabea, but she was
loaded without any difficulties, just as the fourth mare, Paradise.

In the fifth Czech shipment, four mares were taken to the SPA Gobi B: Querida, studbook No. 6071,
born on 10™ August 2012 in Prague Zoo, Kira, studbook No. 5210, born on August 6%, 2008 in NP Hort-
obagy, Rabea, studbook No.5451 born on September 14%, 2009 in Leipzig Zoo, and Paradise, studbook
No. 5402, born on May 25™, 2009 in Paris Zoo.

The horses managed the way to the airport in Prague - Kbely and loading on board the aircraft wi-
thout any major difficulties. During the flight, the loading area was kept cool by fans and the air conditi-
oning system. We had also turned to the police for help in case of any traffic jams. Unlike other times, the
crates were reloaded inside a hangar where the conditions, away from direct sunlight, were at least a little
more favourable than the heat outside. To cool the area down a bit, fire-fighting tank trucks sprayed
water in front of the hangar and around the plane. The aircraft took off as planned just after 2 p.m. From
the very beginning, the temperature on board was kept as low as possible and was gradually reduced
to 8 °C, which had clearly a very positive effect on the physiological condition of the horses.
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The mares were relatively calm during the flight, the only complication, and a very unpleasant one,
was caused by Rabea who bit into a finger of one of the members of the team looking after the horses.
The keeper received first aid on board but in Novosibirsk she was accompanied by her colleague to get
proper medical treatment. After a short delay in Novosibirsk, the aircraft carrying the horses landed
successfully in Bulgan at 15:45 local time. During the flight, the mares received hay and from time to
time they were offered carrots and water. Each feeding had a positive calming effect. The vet repeatedly
sprayed some calming pheromone drug which seemed to have a good effect during previous trans-
ports. Thanks to the maximum possible preparatory work done in advance, the clearance and reloa-
ding of the cargo onto trucks was achieved in the shortest possible time. At 17:08 the convoy set off on
its journey to Gobi B. Unfortunately, it was impossible to take the shortest route. As a consequence of
the heavy rains in the past few days, 16 km of dirt roads between the airport and the nearest bitumen
road, turned into a detour of 100 km. The convoy stopped several times during the journey at regular
intervals to check the horses. There were some worries about Querida, who had a fall in her crate soon
after leaving the airport. However, she was soon back on her legs. As she was growing restless, the vet
gave Querida a calming injection at half past six. While Rabea and Paradise willingly accepted hay and
water during the stops, Kira only consumed hay. Shortly after nine in the evening, the convoy left the
main road and after driving along dirt roads for three hours, at 1:05 local time to be more precise (we
crossed into another time zone on the way), we reached the enclosures in Tachin Tal. The crates were
unloaded from the trucks and arranged to face the acclimatisation paddock so that the mares would
have as much free space as possible when they ran out of the crates. The truck headlights illuminated
the area in front of the crates, which proved well in the past. As long sections of the fencing of the pad-
dock originally meant for releasing the horses had been damaged by high waters and the fencing of
other enclosures running over the Bij river was also damaged at places, this time the mares had to be
released into the smallest enclosure (1.7 ha). The first to leave the crates was Prague-born Querida, who
had suffered the most during the journey. She was soon followed by Rabea and Kira, and the last one
out was Paradise. After their release, all the mares seemed in order and the next morning they started
to investigate their new environment.

The whole transport, from loading the first horse in Dobiejov to the release of the four horses into
their acclimatisation enclosure, took 36 hours which was, due to complications on the way, several
hours longer than the year before.

The mares spent the first days in the same enclosure. Nevertheless, when all the damaged fences
were repaired, they were let into a neighbouring enclosure, which is about 75 ha large.

The four mares spent only the first two months together in the acclimatisation enclosure. By chance,
Kira and Querida left the place on September 10™ when they broke through the entrance gate and
joined the harem of the stallion, Mogoie, whose members at the time were mares from the 2013 ship-
ment, Lotusz, Spange and Barca. Rabea and Paradise remained in the enclosure and, to start with, two
young stallions were placed in with them. They strayed from their native herds (the one-year old Na-
chin went astray in early September and Tsuut, born in early October, 2015). In January, local keepers
placed an almost three-year-old stallion Soyomb into the enclosure. In the spring, three more young
mares (Namuun, Odod and Zolushka), who had abandoned their herds for various reasons, joined the
group. This numerous group, led by stallion Soyomb, was released into the wild on June 20™, 2016.

The fifth year of the “Return of the Wild Horse” project was successful and the number of horses
shipped to Gobi B increased to 15. Four horses are planned to be shipped from Europe in 2016. Within
the activity, four other horses are to be transferred inside Mongolia, from the Khustain Nuuru National
Park. Based on the results of counts, at the end of 2015 a total of 132 Przewalski's horses were living on
the territory of the SPA (Ganbaatar, pers. com.).
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