Dospély Holodactylus africanus (region Arusha, Tanzanie)
Adult Holodactylus africanus (region Arusha, Tanzania) Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny
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Gekoncikoviti (Eublepharidae) jsou jednou ze skupin jestér(, patficich do taxonu Gekkota (Reptilia:
Squamata). Nejzfetelnéjsim znakem, kterym se gekoncici lisi od tzv. pravych gekon(, jsou pohybliva
o¢ni vicka, coz se odrézi napfiklad v anglickém pojmenovéni gekoncik(, Eyelash Gecko” i v némeckém
nazvu,Lidgecko”. Gekoncici se vyskytuji v subtropickych a tropickych oblastech severni polokoule.V Se-
verni a Stredni Americe Zije sedm druh(i gekon¢ikd rodu Coleonyx, v Asii bylo dosud popsano nejméné
pét druhti rodu Eublepharis, tfinact zastupcl rodu Goniurosaurus a jediny druh rodu Aeluroscalabotes.
V Africe Ziji gekoncici rodu Hemitheconyx, ktery zahrnuje zapadoafricky druh Hemitheconyx caudi-
cinctus a vychodoafricky druh Hemitheconyx taylori. Také u afrického rodu Holodactylus byly popsény
dva druhy - Holodactylus africanus a Holodactylus cornii. Druh Holodactylus africanus Zije v oblasti Af-
rického rohu - v Somélsku, Etiopii, Keni a také v Tanzénii, odkud se, ¢as od ¢asu, tito gekondici dovazeji
do Ceské republiky a dal3ich zemi.

Druh Holodactylus africanus popsal v roce 1893 némecky zoolog Oskar Boettger na zdkladé pouze je-
diného bohuzel $patné zachovalého jedince (Boettger 1893). Holotyp, mlada samice, je dnes uloZzen
ve sbirkdch muzea Senckenberg ve Frankfurtu n. M. (obr. 1).

Holodactylus africanus dor(ista velikosti az 110 mm, pfi¢emz na ocas pfipada asi 25% z celkové délky
téla (Parker 1932, Kone¢ny & Mazuch 2013). Maximdlni sitka ocasu je 10 mm (Scortecci 1931), ta se
vSak méni v dusledku kondice, ve které se jedinec nachdzi. Ocas, mimo jiné, slouzi k ukladani tuku pro
preckani nepfiznivého obdobi. Maximalnich rozmérd dorlstaji samice; podobné jako u jinych malych
druh(i gekon¢ikl jako napfiklad Coleonyx brevis &i Coleonyx variegatus jsou samci druhu H. africanus
mensi. Kratochvil a Frynta (2002) uvadéji hodnotu SSD (Sexual Size Dimorphism) indexu 0,93 na z&-
kladé méreni vice nez 60 jedincli obou pohlavi. Télesné proporce kazdého jedince jsou tak zavislé na
stafi, pohlavi a kondici konkrétniho zvitete.

Samci druhu Holodactylus africanus nemaji vyvinuté preanaini ani femoralni péry. Oblast hemipe-
nist maji vsak samci viditeIné zvétsenou (obr. 2) a je tak mozné obé pohlavi dobie rozlisit jak u dospé-
lych, tak zpravidla i u mladych zvifat.

109



Obr. 1 Holotyp druhu Holodactylus africanus (Senckenberg Museum ve Frankfurtu nad Mohanem)
Fig. 1 Holotypus of Holodactylus africanus (Senckenberg Museum in Frankfurt am Main) ~ Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny

Obr. 2 Samec (vlevo) ma oproti samici (vpravo) vyrazné zvétsenou oblast hemipenist
Fig. 2 Male (left) has visibly enlarged area of hemipenes comparing female (right) Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny
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Obr. 3 Dospély Holodactylus africanus
Fig. 3 Adult Holodactylus africanus Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny

Obr. 4 Rlizné tvary rostrainiho (¢enichového) stitku scutum rostrale
Fig. 4 Different shapes of the rostral (snout) scale scutum rostrale Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny
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Obr. 5 Polopoustni kiovinata savana typu Acacia - Commiphora (Republika Somaliland)
Obr. 5 Semi-desert savannas of the Acacia - Commiphora bushland type (Republic of Somaliland)
Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny

Zbarveni gekoncika Holodactylus africanus (obr. 3) je Sedohnédé s tmavsimi hnédymi skvrnami, které
tvofi nepfilis vyrazné pficné pruhy, které budi dojem hnédého, mramorovaného zbarveni. Od temene
hlavy k ocasu se tdhne vice ¢&i méné vyrazny, nékdy prerusovany svétly pruh. Casty je také par svétlych
skvrn za o¢ima na temeni hlavy. BFidni strana je také svétla, beze skvrn. Supiny jsou velice jemné, coz
podtrhuje dojem kfehkosti tohoto druhu.

Pocet a velikost Supin jsou také vyznamnymi morfologickymi znaky. Tvar rostralniho (¢enichového)
$titku scutum rostrale se u jedinc(i vzajemné lisi (obr. 4). Na rostréIni stitek navazuje 9 - 11 supralabial-
nich Supin. Pocet infralabidlii se pohybuje mezi 10 a 13. Mezi rostralnim $titkem a nozdrou jsou 1 - 3
Supiny a mezi nozdrami 3 - 5 Supin. Témito znaky se druh H. africanus odlisuje od pfibuzného druhu
H. cornii, ktery je druhym zéstupcem rodu Holodactylus (Scortecci 1931, Loveridge 1947, Kone¢ny & Ma-
zuch 2013, Konecny & Nistri 2015).

Rozsiteni

Druh Holodactylus africanus byl popsan v Etiopii (Boettger 1893, Loveridge 1947), v Somélsku (Scor-
tecci 1931, Parker 1932), Keni a Tanzanii (Drewes 1971). Podle dosavadnich vyzkum( je aredl rozsiteni
na severu a jihovychodé omezen hranici afrického kontinentu. Zapadni a severozapadni hranici vyskytu
tvofi oblast Vychodoafrické pfikopové propadliny. Tanzanie je v soucasné dobé jedina zemé, kterd tyto
gekon¢iky exportuje do obchodd s terarijnimi zvifaty v Evropé, véetné Ceské republiky. Zda se, Ze ge-
koncici jsou rozsiteni v oblastech polopoustnich kiovinatych savan typu Acacia - Commiphora s pis-
¢itou nebo piscito-kamenitou padou (obr. 5). Gekoncik Holodactylus africanus je, podobné jako vétsina
ostatnich gekoncik(, plaz s no¢ni aktivitou. Podle chovani jedincli v terariu Ize usuzovat, ze z Ukrytl
vylézaji za soumraku. Drewes (1971) popisuje odchyt subadultniho jedince v 8 hodin rdno po silnych
destich. Vétsina gekon¢ikl pozorovanych v pfirodé byla nalezena v blizkosti termitist. To, Ze se jedna
o druh Zivici se pfevazné termity, uvadéji Parker (1942) i Drewes (1971).

112



Vzhledem ke své velikosti a zpUsobu Zivota nevyzaduje tento druh mnoho prostoru. Plocha teraria
25x 25 cm je pro jednoho gekondika dostacujici, par gekocikU je Iépe chovat v terdriu vétsim. Vzhledem
k tomu, Ze gekoncici neumi [ézt po skle a ani nemaji tendenci Splhat, nehraje vyska terdria vyznamnou
roli.Vzdy je viak potieba mit na mysli adekvatni vyménu vzduchu, regulaci teploty a vihkosti s ohledem
na rozméry terdria! O co menéi jsou ndroky toho drobného jestéra na prostor, o to vétsi pozornost je po-
tfeba vénovat substratu. Do néj se Holodactylus africanus zahrabava a travi v ném vétsinu ¢asu. Substrat
by mél byt lehky, vzdusny a pfimérené vihky. Osvédcil se nejlépe pisek s pfimési materidlu zadrzujiciho
vlhkost, jako napfiklad expandovany jil Seramis ©. DUleZitd je také vyska substratu. Néktefi autofi (napt.
Saufer et al. 2005) doporucuji 15-20 cm pravé z divodu, Ze se tito gekoncici radi zahrabavaji a hloubi
si v pisku Ukryty a chodby. Vysoka vrstva také neni tak nachylna na preschnuti. Na druhé strané je ob-
tizné najit v tak vysoké vrstvé substratu drobné gekonciky, ktefi jsou schopni se zahrabat az na dno
terdria. Pro Uspésny chov dostacuje i 3 cm vrstva smési pisku, nutné je ale vybavit terarium mnoZstvim
Ukrytd napfiklad v podobé dnem vzhiru obracenych misek pod kvétinac.

Gekoncici Holodactylus africanus pochazi z tropickych oblasti vychodni Afriky, tomu odpovidaji
i naroky na teplotu a vihkost. V oblasti Afrického rohu se béhem roku stfidaji obdobi destl (od kvétna
do cervna a od zafi do listopadu) s obdobim sucha (od prosince do bfezna a v Cervenci a v srpnu). A¢-
koli denni teploty mohou dosahovat v pfibreznich oblastech az 40 °C, gekoncici, ktefi jsou béhem dne
schovani pod zemi, vyzaduji pfi chovu v terdriu teploty mezi 25 °C az 30 °C. Velké vykyvy teplot v pii-
rodé mohou gekoncici,regulovat” vyhledanim vhodného Ukrytu s optimalni teplotou. To v omezeném
prostoru terdria neni téméf mozné, proto jsou velké vykyvy teplot nezadouci. Vihkost substratu v terariu
Ize udrzovat pravidelnym rosenim a tim také simulovat obdobi sucha a obdobi destl. Nékolikadenni
vyschnuti substratu béhem ,obdobi sucha” necini gekoncikiim zadny problém, musi véak mit k dispo-
zici vodu v misce, ze které pravidelné a radi piji. Obecné Ize fici, Ze tento druh gekoncika snasi daleko
[épe sucho (pokud ma k dispozici vodu na piti) nez pfilisné vihko.

Jako vsichni gekoncici se také Holodactylus africanus Zivi vyhradné ¢lenovci, zejména hmyzem.V pfirodé,
jak uz bylo feceno, tvofi hlavni slozku jejich jidelni¢ku termiti. Pfi chovu v terériu je potieba nahradit
pfirozenou potravu dostupnym Zivym hmyzem. Vzhledem k velikosti gekon¢ikd se nejvice osvédcily
nymfy rGznych druhd cvrcka, larvy zavijece voskového (Galleria mellonella) a larvy potemnika mouc-
ného (Tenebrio molitor) tzv. moucni ¢ervi. Zésadnim problémem u importovanych jedincd tohoto druhu
gekoncika je prechod z pfirozené potravy na nahradni alternativu. Zvitata zimport( prichazeji po cesté
zpravidla vystresovana a ve zna¢né $patném stavu. Pokud do 24 hodin od umisténi do terdria zacnou
zvifata pit a samostatné pfijimat potravu, je Sance na preziti pomérné vysoka. Jestlize si cvrckd cerstvé
importovana zvifata pfilis nevsimaji, osvédcilo se rozkrmeni nejlépe larvami zavijece voskového, pfi-
padné moucnymi Cervy. DUleZité je, aby zvifata pfijimala potravu samostatné. Nasilné krmeni se neo-
svédcilo. Skutecnost, Ze zvife samo neZere, zpravidla znamend, Ze je jiz natolik apatické a vysilené, Ze
neni schopné potravu stravit a dfive ¢i pozdéji uhyne.

Samci, pfestoze byvaji mensi nez samice, pfi pareni prebiraji iniciativu. Nejdfive se ¢enichem zacnou
dotykat samice a pak se samici relativné jemné zakousnou do klze, obvykle v okoli krku. Dal3i prvky
sexualniho chovani jsou obdobné tomu, jak je u gekoncika no¢niho (Eublepharis macularius) popsal ve
své praci Rauner (2014). Po Uspésném zakousnuti zacne samec provadét trhavé pohyby. Pokud samice
neni na kopulaci pfipravena, samci se vysmekne, pfipadné na néj i zautoci.

V pfipadé receptivni (kladné) odezvy samice se samec pokusi dostat do vhodné polohy pro zapo-
ceti kopulace, kdy samec pfidrzuje samici zakousnutim v oblasti krku (obr. 6), télo ma paralelné se sa-
mici a jednim ze svych dvou erektilnich hemipenist pronikne do kloaky samice. Po skonceni kopulace
si samec jazykem ocisti pohlavni orgény (obr. 7). Samice snasi zpravidla dvé velice kiehka ovalnd vejce
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Obr. 6 Samec pidrzujici samici béhem kopulace
Obr. 6 Male holding the female’s neck during copulation Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny

Obr. 7 Ocisténi hemipenist po kopulaci
Obr. 7 Male licking his reproductive organs after copulation Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny
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s mékkou koZovitou skofapkou o rozmérech asi 23 x 15mm a hmotnosti pfiblizné 2 g (obr. 8). Samice
zahrabéva vejce do vlhkého substratu v terariu. Pro inkubaci jsou vajicka pfemisténa do inkubatoru
s moznosti regulace teploty a zahrabéna do substratu s konstantni vihkosti. Jako inkuba¢ni substrat je
vyuzivana smés Seramis ® a Perlit 1:1. Pfi teploté 29,5 °C a relativni vlhkosti 100% se z vajicek po 51 - 53
dnech vylihla mlddata (obr. 9), jejich hmotnost po vylihnuti byla 1,5g. Kolisani teploty a vihkosti v in-
kubdtoru je uvedeno na obr. 10. Mlddata zacala prijimat samostatné potravu (nymfy cvrékid pfiméfené
velikosti a larvy zavijeCe voskového) po 1-5 dnech.

Typ substratu v inkubatoru, primérna teplota, vihkost a délka inkubace jsou uvedeny v tabulce 1.

Tab. 1

substrat @ teplota [°C] relativni vihkost [%] datum kladeni délka inkubace
Seramis ® a Perlit 1:1 295 100 8.9.2013 51dni
Seramis ® a Perlit 1:1 29,5 100 8.9.2013 53 dni

Obr. 8 Vejce gekoncika Holo-
dactylus africanus

Obr. 8 Eggs of Holodactylus af-
ricanus

Foto/Photo by Pavel Konecny

Obr. 9 Cerstvé vylihla mlédata
Obr. 9 A freshly hatched young Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny

Zaver

NeUspéch v chovu vychodafrickych gekoncik(l Holodactylus africanus tkvi pfedevsim v nevhodnych
podminkach, ve kterych je mnohdy tento druh pfepravovén a nasledné chovan v terdriu. PFlis vysoka
vlhkost nebo dokonce promoceni gekonciklim $kodi a mize byt pficinou i jejich uhynuti. Naopak pre-
chodné sucho snasi zvifata velice dobfe, maji-li moznost se napit. V literatufe se také ¢asto uvadi, ze
se jedna o druh, ktery je mozné chovat ve skupinach, a to i s vétSim poctem samcU. Zdanliva,snasen-
livost” je vsak zpUsobena apatii importovanych zvifat. Zdravi samci jsou v{ci sobé velice agresivni. Je
ziejmé, Ze pfi zajisténi vhodnych podminek je mozno v zajeti gekonciky Holodactylus africanus nejen
chovat, ale i Uspé3né rozmnozovat.
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Obr. 10 Zéznam datalogeru ulozeného v inkubdtoru v obdobi 9.9.az 23.9. 2013
Fig. 10 The record of variations in temperature and humidity in incubator since 9/9/2013 to 23/9/2013
Foto/Photo by Pavel Kone¢ny
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The family Eublepharidae is one of the group of lizards belonging to the Gekkota taxon (Reptilia: Squa-
mata). The most significant feature that makes Eublepharid geckos different from the so-called true
geckos is their movable eyelids, which is also reflected in the English name ‘Eyelash Gecko' and the
German name ‘Lidgecko’

Eyelash geckos can be found in subtropical and tropical regions of the northern hemisphere. In Nor-
thern and Central America, there are seven species of geckos of the genus Coleonyx, while in Asia, at
least five species of the genus Eublepharis, thirteen representatives of the genus Goniurosaurus and
a single species of the genus Aeluroscalabotes have so far been described.

In Africa, there are eyelash geckos of the genus Hemitheconyx, which includes the West-African
Hemitheconyx caudicinctus and East-African Hemitheconyx taylori species. Two species have been also
described in the African genus Holodactylus — Holodactylus africanus and Holodactylus cornii. The Ho-
lodactylus africanus lives in the area of the Horn of Africa - in Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, as well as in
Tanzania, from where, from time to time, these lizards are imported to the Czech Republic and other
countries.

The Holodactylus africanus species was described by German zoologist Oskar Boettger in 1893 based on
just a single, unfortunately not well-preserved, animal (Boettger 1893). The holotype, a young female,
is deposited in the collections of the Senckenberg museum in Frankfurt, Germany (Fig. 1).

Holodactylus africanus can be up to 110 mm long, and the tail makes for about 25% of the ani-
mal’s total length (Parker 1932, Kone¢ny & Mazuch 2012). The tail is, at most, 10 mm wide (Scortecci,
1931), but this varies, depending on the condition of the animal. Among other things, the tail is used
for storing fat to enable the animal to survive adverse periods of time. The maximum size is reached
by females. Similarly to other small species of eyelash geckos, such as Coleonyx brevis or Coleonyx va-
riegatus, males of the Holodactylus africanus species are normally smaller than the females. Kratochvil
and Frynta (2002) report the SSD index value (Sexual Size Dimorphism) of 0.93 based on their measu-
rements of over 60 individuals of both sexes. The proportions of each specific individual depend on
its age, sex and condition.

In males of the Holodactylus africanus species, preanal and femoral pores are not developed. On
the other hand, the area of the hemipenes is visibly enlarged in males (Fig. 2) and thus it is easy to di-
stinguish between the two sexes, both in adult but also usually in young animals.

The colouring of the Holodactylus africanus (Fig. 3) is greyish brown with darker brown spots for-
ming not very distinctive horizontal bands, giving the impression of a brown marble pattern. A more
or less conspicuous - and in places interrupted - light-coloured band runs from the top of the head
down to the tail. It is quite frequent for the animal to have a couple of light spots on top of the head
behind the eyes. The ventral side is also light in colour, without any spots. The scales are really fine and
this accentuates the delicate look of this species.

One of the important morphological features is the number and size of the scales. The shape of the
rostral (snout) scale Scutum rostrale differs from animal to animal (Fig. 4). The number of supralabial
scales range from 9to 11 and infralabials range from 10 to 13.There are 1 - 3 scales between the rostral
scale and the nostril and 3 - 5 scales between the nostrils. These features make the H. africanus species
different from its related species of H. cornii, which is the other representative of the Holodactylus genus
(Scortecci 1931, Loveridge 1947, Kone¢ny & Mazuch 2012, Kone¢ny & Nistri 2015).

The Holodactylus africanus species was described in Ethiopia (Boettger, 1893, Loveridge 1947), Somalia
(Scortecci 1931, Parker 1932), Kenya and Tanzania (Drewes 1971).
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According to research so far, the area of the species distribution is bounded in the north and
south-east within the African continent. The west and north-west border is formed by the East African
Rift. Tanzania is currently the only country that exports these Eublepharids to shops selling terrarium
animals in Europe, including the Czech Republic.

It seems that Holodactylus africanus species is spread around semi-desert savannas of the
Acacia - Commiphora bushland type with sandy or sandy rocky soil (Fig. 5).

Similarly to most other eyelash geckos, the Holodactylus africanus is a nocturnal reptile. From ob-
servations of the behaviour of individuals in terrariums, we can conclude that they leave their hiding
places at dusk. Drewes (1971) noted the capture of a sub-adult individual at 8 a.m. following a period
of heavy rain.

Most individuals observed in the wild were found close to termite hills. The species was described
as feeding mostly on termites (Parker 1942, Drewes 1971).

Thanks to its size and way of living, the species does not require much space. A terrarium of 25 x 25 cm
area is quite sufficient for one individual, but pairs should be kept in larger terrariums. As Eublepharids
are unable to climb up glass and have no tendency to climb, it is not so important how high the ter-
rarium is. On the other hand, it is necessary to bear in mind they should have adequate air exchange,
regulated temperature and humidity.

The smaller the requirements an animal has for space the more attention should be paid to the sub-
strate. The Holodactylus africanus dig itself in the substrate and spends most of its time there. To keep
the substrate light, airy and reasonably moist, we found sand mixed with some material that retains
moisture, such as expanded clay - Seramis ® - most suitable. What is also important is the thickness of
the substrate layer. Some authors (Saufer et al. 2005) recommend 15 - 20 cm of substrate because Ho-
lodactylus like to dig and create hiding places and passages in the sand. Also, a layer of this thickness
is not so prone to becoming over dry. However, it is not easy to find little lizards, which can dig them-
selves right to the bottom of the terrarium, in such a thick layer of substrate. So, to raise these eyelash
geckos successfully, a 3 cm-thick layer of sand mixture should be sufficient, but it is necessary to furnish
the terrarium with many hiding places, such as flowerpot trays turned upside down.

Holodactylus africanus come from tropical regions of East Africa, thus they have special requirements
as to temperature and humidity. In the area of the Horn of Africa the rain seasons, from April to June and
September to November, are followed by dry seasons, in July and August and from December to March.
Although in coastal areas day temperatures may reach up to 40 °C, eyelash geckos that are buried un-
derground in daytime, need temperatures between 25 °C and 30 °C when kept in a terrarium. Geckos
are able to'regulate’ great differences in temperature in the wild by seeking suitable shelter that will
give them an optimum temperature. This is almost impossible in the limited space of a terrarium and
so great fluctuations in temperature are undesirable.

The substrate in the terrarium can be kept moist by sprinkling, simulating the dry and rain periods. It
is not a problem for Holodactylus africanus if the substrate is left dry for a number of days during a ‘dry
season’. However, they need a bow! of water at their disposal from which they are happy to drink fre-
quently. Generally, we can say that this kind of eyelash gecko survives better in dry conditions (if they
have a chance to drink at their will) than when kept in too wet conditions.

As with all eyelash geckos, Holodactylus africanus also feed on arthropods, especially insects. As we
have already mentioned, their diet in the wild consists chiefly of termites. When breeding in captivity
it is necessary to substitute their natural diet with available live insects. With regard to the size of these
lizards, nymphs of different kinds of crickets, waxworms (Galleria mellonella) and mealworms (Tenebrio
molitor) proved best.
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The key issue in imported individuals of this type of eyelash gecko is getting them adapted to
a diet that is different from the natural source of food. Imported animals are usually stressed after their
journey, often in a very bad condition. If these lizards start to drink and accept food within 24 hours after
arrival, there is a high chance they will survive. If freshly imported geckos do not show any interest in
crickets, it is best to try to offer them waxworms or, alternatively, mealworms, which proved successful
for us. It is important for the animals to feed themselves. It is not good to force-feed the animal, since
if the Holodactylus does not feed itself this usually means that it is so apathetic and exhausted that it
is unable to digest any food and will die sooner or later.

Although males are normally smaller than females, when mating they take the initiative. They first
nuzzle the female with their snout and then bite her, relatively gently, usually in the skin around the
neck. The rest of the sexual behaviour is similar to that of the leopard gecko (Eublepharis macularius),
as described by Rauner (2014). After getting his teeth into her skin, the male gecko begins making
jerky movements. If the female is not yet ready for mating, she slips away from the male or even at-
tacks him.

If the female is receptive (reacts favourably), the male tries to find a suitable position for copulation:
holding the female’s neck (Fig. 6), his body is parallel to that of the female and he inserts one of his ere-
ctile hemipenes into the female’s cloaca.

When mating is over, the male licks his reproductive organs to clean them (Fig. 7).

Usually, the female lays two very fragile oval eggs protected by a pliable parchment-like shell. They
measure about 23 x 15 mm and their approximate weight is 2 g (Fig. 8). The female buries the eggs
into the moist substrate of the terrarium. It is good to move the eggs into an incubator for incubation,
where the temperature can be controlled, and then place them into a substrate of constant humidity.
For this, a mixture of Seramis © and Perlite 1:1 has been used.

After 51 - 53 days, at a temperature of 29.5 °C and a relative humidity of 100%, young Holodactylus
are born (Fig. 9). Their weight is about 1.5 g. Variations in temperature and humidity in the incubator
is shown in Fig. 10. Young animals start to feed themselves (suitably sized nymphs of crickets and
waxworms) in 1-5 days.

Table 1 shows the kind of substrate used in the incubator, average temperature, humidity and du-
ration of incubation.

Tab. 1
substrate @ temperature [°C] relative humidity [%] date of laying length of incubation
Seramis ® a Perlit 1:1 29.5 100 8/9/2013 51 days
Seramis ® a Perlit 1:1 295 100 8/9/2013 53 days

The failure in breeding Holodactylus africanus lies mainly in unsuitable conditions of transportation
and/or in the terrarium. Having a substrate with very high moisture, which often results in the skin of
these lizards being soaked is very harmful and could result in death. On the other hand, they survive
a temporary period of drought very well if they are provided with the opportunity to drink.

It is also mentioned in the literature that Holodactylus africanus is a non-aggressive Eublepharid
and it is possible to keep several individuals in a terrarium. Apparent non-aggressive behaviour could
be caused by the apathy of freshly imported animals. Healthy males are very aggressive towards each
other.

It is obvious that it is possible to successfully keep and even breed Holodactylus africanus in good
and appropriate conditions in captivity.
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