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Shanti a Gulab se smrcky,




ZBYNEK SISA
Zoologicka zahrada hl. m. Prahy, U Trojského zamku 120/3, 171 00 Praha 7

Proboscidea, captivity, forest elephant, Elephas maximus, Loxodonta africana, Loxodonta cyclotis

Sloni patii k ikonickym, ale také k nejnaro¢néjsim druhiim zvitat chovanych v zoologickych zahradach.
Prazskd zoologicka zahrada se také fadi k tém zahradam, které vystavuji a dnes uz i chovaji slony dlou-
hodobé. Ve vice jak devadesatilété historii Zoo Praha to je v letosnim roce (17.7.2022) 89 let. V pri-
béhu téchto let jsme vystavovali vsechny druhy slon(i a dokonce jako jediné vychodoevropska zoo
jsme méli v obdobi 1972-1976 afrického slona pralesniho. Historii slon(i v Zoo Praha bychom mohli
rozdélit na tfi etapy. Prvni etapou bylo obdobi od r. 1933 az do r. 1965 (Baby az odchod Petra I), druha
zacala pfrichodem slonice Gulab 5. 6. 1966 a trvala do 25. 4. 2012, kdy byli sloni pfemisténi do nového
pavilonu. Treti etapou je soucasny chov v pavilonu v Udoli slond. V pribéhu téchto let byli sloni drzeni
ve tfech pavilonech postupné na trech mistech v aredlu zoo. Uplné prvni prazsky slon Baby byl provi-
zorné ubytovan v drevéné ubikaci na severni strané expozice koni s malym vybéhem k tehdejsi hlavni
cesté - tj. z dnesniho pohledu v misté bazantnice. Do svého prvniho pavilonu, postaveného podle
navrhu architekta K. Muzika, se stéhoval 6. 12. 1933. Pavilon stal tam, co je dnes ostrov lemurd. Tento
pavilon byl pak na stejném misté prestavén - rozsifen zacatkem 40. let podle projektu z dubna 1940.

Druhym prazskym slonincem byl Pavilon velkych savc(, slavnostné otevieny 4. 5. 1973, ktery do-
dnes stoji mezi bazantnici a strouhou. Dnes je vnitiek pavilonu vefejnosti uzavien a ve vybézich jsou
tapifi (byvala expozice pro nosorozce), détsky aredl Bororo (dFive velky vybéh slon(i) a v byvalém vy-
béhu hroch( je expozice mravenecnikd. Treti, soucasny pavilon v Udoli slonG, byl vystaven v horni ¢asti
aredlu v disledku katastrofalni povodné v srpnu 2002 a byl slavnostné otevien pro vefejnost 30.3.2013.

Prvnim slonem se mohla prazskd zoo pochlubit necelé dva roky po svém otevieni pro vefejnost.
A byla to udélost prvofadého vyznamu, protoZe tento slon byl i prvnim zastupcem svého druhu v his-
torii ¢eskoslovenskych zoo. Timto slonem byl slon cejlonsky Baby, ktery do prazské zoo pfisel dne
17.7.1933 prostiednictvim firmy Wilhelm Hagenbeck z Némecka. Slon pochézel z odchytu na Cejlonu
(dnes Sri Lanka) a byl zakoupen za 51 000 K¢s. V dobé svého pFichodu do Prahy mu bylo podle udajd
dovozce 15 mésicl, vazil 400 kg a méfil v maximalni vysce téla 125 cm. Jeho prvnim osetfovatelem
byl pozdéjsi inspektor zvéie Milos Krinert. Sliinéti bylo vénovano hodné pozornosti jak ze strany za-
méstnancd, tak i médii a vefejnosti, o éemz svédci mnohé ¢lanky z dobového tisku, zaznamy o krmeni,
hmotnostnich pfirlistcich, zdravotnim stavu atp. Z téchto zaznam( stoji za pozornost zejména dva. Dne
23.5.1936 Babymu vypadla stolicka vazici 75 g a 25. 1. 1937 si ulomil pravy kel o délce 25 cm az na pulpu.
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S timto, pro slony velmi nepfijemnym zranénim, se vyrovnal bez nasledkd. V roce 1937 pfinesl tisk mimo
jiné také zpravu o tom, Ze osetfovatel Babyho je vyzbrojen revolverem pro pfipad ohroZeni, nicméné mu
zabiti nehrozi, protoZe je posluiny. To se viak postupem doby ponékud zménilo. Vyrostl z néj totiz statny
samec, ktery prerostl sv(ij pavilon a zacal byt nebezpecny i pro personal, prestoze byl cvi¢en a svého
osetfovatele Josefa Krdle stale respektoval. Baby byl v nasi zoo az do 28. 8. 1951, kdy byl po 18 letech
a jednom mésici pobytu odprodén sovétské obchodni organizaci Zoocentrum Moskva (Turek 1953).
Z korespondence tykajici se prodeje a transportu Babyho z ¢ervence 1951 Ize napf. vycist v pokynech
k chovu, Ze Baby"... nenavidi koné, povozy i motorova vozidla. Nema rad zelené uniformy a bilé plasté”.
0d 10.9. 1951 do 5. 9. 1954 byl v Zoo Leningrad, odkud byl pfevezen do zoo v Kyjevé, kde Zil az do
30. 6. 1960. Dozil se tedy 28 let.

Druhym prazskym slonem byla indicka slonice Jumba, kterd byla ziskana jesté pfed odchodem Ba-
byho do SSSR, ale do té doby byla umisténa oddélené. Pfisla do zoo 8. 3. 1951 od némecké firmy Ju-
lius Mohr (UIm). Podle zprav z tehdejsiho tisku pfijela do Prahy plivodné na Hlavni nadrazi, ale odmitla
prestoupit na nakladni auto, a proto byla pfesunuta na nddrazi v Bubenci, odkud do zoo dosla pésky za
traktorem. PFisla z Marseille, ale pochéazela z Indie. V Evropé se aklimatizovala nékolik mésici a teprve
potom pfisla k ndm. Méla byt ctyfi roky stard, na nadrazi byla zvézena a jeji hmotnost byla 880 kg. O3et-
fovatel Josef Kral odhadl maximalni vysku téla na 180 cm. Byla to ucenliva a pfitulna slonice, dalo se na
ni jezdit.V Praze Zila pouze dva roky a ¢tyfi mésice. Uhynula 14.7. 1953 podle dvou pamétnik(i na pre-
krmeni cukrem, a v rodiné jejiho osetiovatele Josef Krale se traduje, Ze zemfela steskem po svém oset-
fovateli po jeho pfeloZeni na jiné pracovisté v zoo. Pozdéji objeveny pitevni nalez viak hovofi o akutni
enteritis a gastritidé (zaZivaci potize). Po kratkou dobu byla jeji spole¢nici slonice Duna.

Indicka slonice Duna byla tfetim prazskym slonem. Byla zakoupena 18. 12. 1952 od némecké firmy
Ruhe za 19 000 DM. Méla byt Gidajné 3,5 roku stard, ale néktefi pamétnici tvrdili, Ze byla starsi. Pocha-
zela pry z néjakého francouzského cirkusu, kde se neosvédcila v drezlife. V nasi zoo byla cvi¢ena stejné
jako i Jumba, ale byla bazliva, nervézni a nedalo se na ni jezdit. Kratce byla chovana spole¢né s nasim
prvnim africkym slonem Petrem |, ktery ji ale postupem ¢asu zacal obtézovat, a jak zacal dospivat, jeho
obtézovani kly zacalo byt pro Dunu nebezpecné. Proto byla dne 3. 10. 1960 odprodana firmé Zoocen-
trum Moskva. Méla pry skoncit také v Kyjevé, ale mezinarodni databdze to nepotvrzuje a tak o jejim
dal$im osudu dnes nevime nic.

V poradi ¢tvrtym slonem - a také prvnim slonem africkym - byl samec jménem Petr. Pozdéji mu
byl ke jménu pfipojen pfidomek prvni. Pfisel do Prahy 5. 11. 1953 a stejné jako Baby byl zakoupen od
némecké firmy Hagenbeck. Pochazel z odchytu v Tanganice a byl asi tfilety. Také on byl velmi popu-
[&rnim zvitetem, byl cvi¢en a kromé jinych kouskd, jako pocitani, sbirani drobnych predmétl - zejména
minci z pisku, umél i hrat na harmoniku. Protoze béznou harminku snadno piefoukl, obrétilo se vedeni
zoo na n. p. Harmonika v Hofovicich a ten pro Petra vyrobil specidlni harmoniku, kterou zaslal do zoo
s prlivodnim dopisem dne 15. 2. 1957. Jak jiz bylo feceno, byl do roku 1960 spole¢nikem slonici Duné,
kterou od podzimu 1959 napadal kly. Kdyz si Petr dne 3. 10. 1959 ulomil levy kel, situace ve vztahu
k Duné se jesté zhorsila. Ulomeni klu s otevienim pulpy vedlo ke komplikacim s nesnadnym o3etfo-
vanim rany. Bolestivost vyvolavala ob¢asné stavy zvysené agresivity, nespolehlivost a dokonce vedla
k opakovanému poskozovéni ubikace. Proto bylo dohodnuto umisténi Petra v Zoo Ostrava, kterd méla
v té dobé jako jedina vhodny a zérover volny pavilon pro tak mohutné zvife. Transport probéhl 28. 7.
1965 a stal se opravdu velkou udélosti. Pro Petra byla v Narodnich hutich Klementa Gottwalda Ostrava
zhotovena specialni transportni bedna s kostrou z ocelovych profilQ, ktera byla umisténa do vybéhu ke
vratdm stdje starého pavilonu a protoZe do ni Petr sam nevlezl ani na krmeni a pamlsky, musel tam byt
vtaZzen pomoci kladkostroje. Vzapéti viak pravym klem prorazil vydievu v pravém hornim rohu predni
¢asti transportky a ulomil si i ¢ast tohoto klu. Pak byl kupodivu pomérné klidny a nechal persondl bez
problémd opravit poskozenou ¢ast zeleznymi traverzami. Teprve potom mohl byt pfevezen na nadrazi
a dale do ostravské zoo. Po celou dobu transportu a nékolik dni v ostravské zoo ho doprovazel jeho
tehdejsi oSetfovatel Zdenék Vagner. Jeho lé¢eni nebylo bez potizi, bylo velmi nakladné a pres viechnu
snahu Petr po 2,5 letech pobytu v Ostravé dne 5. 1. 1968 v 6 hodin rano uhynul. Pitva prokazala akutni
dekompenzaci srdecni ¢innosti na zékladé dystrofickych zmén myokardu (Kunc & Stehlik 1958). Dozil
se tedy asi 18 let.

Mezitim byl v prazské zoo dals$im slonem Pepik, ktery zde byl po dobu 3 mésic(i v roce 1956. Pepik
byl mlady asi 8 mési¢ni indicky slon, plivodem z Vietnamu, odkud byl dovezen jako dar vietnamské
vlddy dne 25. 6. 1956. Jeho matku pry zastfelil na lovu velvyslanec. ProtoZe v3ak v Praze v té dobé jiz
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Novostavba prvniho pavilonu pro slona v prazské zoo z roku 1933
The newly constructed first elephant house in Prague Zoo from 1933 Archiv Zoo Praha/ Prague Zoo Archive

dva sloni byli a jednim z nich byl dor(stajici Petr, byl Pepik pfedan do Zoo Ostrava. Tam uhynul v lednu
1964 ve véku necelych 9 let. Traduje se - a to jak v Ostravé, tak u nds - Ze spad| do pfikopu a na né-
sledky toho uhynul. U nas jsem dokonce slysel vzpominku, Ze pfi tom utrhl trubku topeni a opafil se.
To se ale, na rozdil od prostého padu, nepodafilo ovéfit.

Téchto pét slond tvofi 1. etapu historie chovu slontl v Zoo Praha. Po odchodu Petra | byl vybéh slon(i
u starého pavilonu po 10 mésicl zcela prazdny. Pfichodem Gulab pak zacala druha etapa.

Sestym slonem byla Indicka slonice Gulab, coz v pfekladu znamena rlize. Pficestovala dne 5. 6. 1966
v 9 hodin rano v transportni bedné na kamionu CSAD z tehdy jugoslavského pfistavu Rijeka. Gulab se
k ném dostala prostiednictvim PZO Metalimex jako dar pana M. M. Sharmy, majitele firmy Ram Ba-
hadur Thakur a Co., New Delhi, India, ktery v té dobé ¢ile obchodoval s Ceskoslovenskem. Skute¢nost
jejiho ziskani ale byla ponékud pikantnéjsi. Pan Sharma v rdmci svych obchodnich stykd obcas pfi-
jizdél do Prahy i s manzelkou a jeji pobyt v Praze méla na starosti sekretarka generalniho reditele Me-
talimexu pani Kostinkova, shodou okolnosti maminka jednoho naseho o3etfovatele. Pan Sharma byl
s péci o svou Zenu velmi spokojen a chtél pani Kostinkové dat jako podékovani néjaky darek. To viak
pani Kostinkova odmitala i pfes Sharmovo naléhani a nakonec, aby dohadovéni ukondila, fekla v Zertu
,tak mi pfivezte tfeba slona” A tim to povazovali vsichni jako Zert za vyfizené. Ale po néjaké dobé pfisel
do kanceldfe telegram od pana Sharmy, Ze je slon pfipraven na cestu. A vznikl problém, kam s nim.
Slon byl nabidnut Zoo Praha, ale tehdejsi feditel prof. Z. Veselovsky ho nechtél, protoze novy pavilon
pro velké savce byl teprve ve stadiu zrodu a zoo neméla ani penize na jeho transport. Transport na-
konec zaplatil pan Sharma a slonice mohla vyjet na cestu do Prahy. Na nakladnim auté dorazila do
pristavu v Bombaji, tady byla pfelozena jefdbem na lod Ceskoslovenské ndmoini plavby “Jiskra’, kde
jina palubé postavili pfistiesek a po celou dobu se o ni starali ndmornici z lodi, zejména pan Klein. Po
14 dnech plavby piistéla v Rijece, kam pro ni pfijelo nakladni auto CSAD s nasim inspektorem zvére
Ivanem Faltou. Na misté byla zhotovena bedna, protoZe ta z paluby nebyla pouZzitelnd. Gulab byla pre-
misténa z paluby na auto a vyjela smér Praha. V dobé pfichodu méla byt 6-7 let stard, vazila 1825 kg
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Stary sloninec po prestavbé zac. 40. let mél takovouto podobu az do roku 1973
The old elephant house after reconstruction in the early 1940's had the same look until 1973
Archiv/Archive of Eva Polackova

a v maximalni vysce téla méfila 200 cm. Narodila se ve stdjich pracovnich slon(i pana Sharmy a idajné
po matce zdédila zna¢nou tvrdohlavost a jako pracovni slon se nejevila perspektivni. AZ po mnoha le-
tech, v kvétnu 2012, se podafilo zjistit dalsi Udaje z pocatku jejiho Zivota. Narodila se v Kasore Village
ve staté Bihar na severovychodé Indie, pobliz hranic s Nepalem a v jiné staji — Gohi Village - ve stejné
oblasti, prozila prvnich pét let Zivota. Jejim prvnim mahutem byl Murshid Mian ze Samastipuru, ktery
v historii prazské zoo (56 let). Povahové je opravdu tvrdohlavd, zejména v mladsich letech se to proje-
vovalo Castéji, ale stafi “obrusuje hrany”a dnes je to stard dama, kterd ma rada svij klid. Jinak je to ale
velmi klidné, ohledupliné a hodné zvite, které umoznilo Iépe vniknout do tajli profese mahuta néko-
lika generacim nasich chovatel(i. Méfeni dospélého slona v nasi zoo byl trochu problém, ale nakonec
jsme si nechali vyrobit v nasich dilndch specidlni méfidlo, které ukazalo, ze Gulab po necelych 9 letech
pobytu méfila v bedrech (nejvy3si bod téla indického slona) 245 cm. Posledni zndmé piesné méfeni je
z18.12.1992 a ukazuje vysku 261 cm. S vazenim slont to bylo v 70. az 90. letech dobré, protoze jsme
mohli chodit na mostni véhu v arealu dopravy. Dnes je situace podstatné lepsi, protoZe existuji “pre-
nosné” véhy, které umoznuji vazit slony pfimo v pavilonu. Nejvyssi zaznamenana hmotnost Gulab byla
3666 kg ze dne 3. 8. 2009. V pozdéjsich letech byla hmotnost snizena a pohybuje se kolem 3200 kg.
Posledni vazeni ze dne 23. 6. 2022 ukazalo, Ze Gulab vézi 3352 kg.

V pofadi sedmym slonem, byl indicky sloni samecek Svadhin. Ten pficestoval do prazské zoo
28.11.1968 prostrednictvim Svycarské firmy Karl Kiinzler ve véku 9 mésic(, vazil asi 250-300 kg a v ma-
ximalni vyce téla méfil kolem 110 cm. Pochézel z indického Asamu. Jeho cena byla tehdy stanovena
na 68 104 K¢s. Dne 18. 12. 1968 byly v tzv. Moravkové restauraci pod schody uspofadéany slavnostni
kitiny za Ucasti indického velvyslance s manzelkou. Na sl(iné se velmi vazala slonice Gulab a chodili
spolu na prochazky po aredlu zoo i jejim okoli. Castéji viak na vychazky chodil Svadhin sam a to az do
dnesnich Bohnic. Bylo to velmi Zravé sliing, které pomérné rychle pfibyvalo na véze. Prvni pfesné va-
Zeni ze 4. 3. 1969 ukéazalo 410 kg a posledni oficielni hmotnost byla 725 kg z 28. 1. 1970. Méfeni 20. 5.
1969 ukdazalo maximalni vysku téla 132 cm. Svédhin na svou Zravost nakonec doplatil. V bfeznu 1970
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se jednu noc dostal ze svého boxu do chodby, kde bylo uloZzené granulované krmivo pro cely pavilon
a Svadhin ho velké mnozZstvi sezral. Pozdéji se ukézalo, Ze granulat mél zvyseny obsah soli, kterd se do
smési dostala pfi Cisténi strojniho zafizeni ve vyrobné v Peckach, a to bylo pfi¢inou jeho smrti. Dne 13.3.
1970 Svadhin uhynul na nésledky otravy soli (myokarditida, voda v osrde¢niku, hemoragicka diatéza).

Dne 16. 7. 1969 pficestoval do zoo dal3i sloni samecek, africky slon pojmenovany Petr Il ktery byl
po kratkou dobu v zoo spolecné se Svadhinem a také Gulab. Petr Il pfisel ze Svycarského Curychu, ale
plvod mél v jihoafrickém Kriigerové narodnim parku. Byl vlastné darem Svycarskych déti détem Ces-
koslovenskym, financovany 3vycarskou firmou Rivella A. G. Rothrist v rdmci velké détské soutéZe na
reklamu napoje z africkych plodin. Slon byl slavnostné predan dne 24. 7. 1969 za tcasti zastupc firmy,
matky vyherce, sdélovacich prostredk(, détského souboru Kyjovanka a mnoha dalsich hostt. Jeho cesta
z hrani¢niho prechodu Folmava do prazské zoo byla velkou reklamni akci se zastavkami na ndmésti
v DomatZlicich, plzefiském pivovaru Prazdroj a na hradé Karl$tejné a trvala od 4:30 do 20 hodin. V dobé
pfichodu méfil Petr Il v maximalni vysce téla 137 cm a vézil asi 250 kg. Stejné jako vsichni dosavadni
sloni byl cvicen a také chodil na prochazky po zoo i jejim okoli, ale postupem casu se stal méné spo-
lehlivym av3ak ne neovladatelnym. Posledni pfesny idaj o hmotnosti je ze 7. 3. 1973 a ukazal 1790 kg
a 0 2 roky pozdéji, 6. 3. 1975, byla jeho vyska v bedrech 227 cm. Tento slon se jako jediny tragicky za-
psal do historie Zoo Praha tim, Ze 15. 3. 1977 napad| a smrtelné zranil svého osetfovatele Jifiho Cerno-
horského a musel byt jesté tyz den - ve véku 10 let - utracen (Felix 1998).

V nésledujicich dvou letech, 1970-1972, do zoo pfislo postupné pét slond ve Etyfech transportech -
0,2 slon africky, 1,1 slon cejlonsky a 1,0 slon pralesni.

Dne 6. 8. 1970 pricestovala ro¢ni africka slonice Sabi ze Zoo Dv(r Kralové n. L. Byla zakoupena od
holandské firmy Van den Brink a pochdzela z Kriigerova narodniho parku v JAR. Inspiraci pro jeji jméno
se stala stejnojmenna ficka protékajici timto parkem. Pfi pfichodu méla Sdbi hmotnost asi 200 kg
a v maximalni vysce téla méfila asi 120 cm. Prvni presné méieni se uskutecnilo 21.9. 1970 a ukézalo
131 cm (maximalni vyska téla). Sabi méla slavné kitiny, kdyz se pfimo ve vybéhu 19.9. 1970 stala jejim
kmotrem popularni semaforské dvojice Jifi Grossmann a Miloslav Simek. Bylo to povahové velmi bazlivé
a nestalé zvite, vycvik ji ¢inil velké potize a pomérné negativné reagovala na cizi osoby. Také proto ne-
jsou téméf zadné Udaje o jeji hmotnosti, protoZe na vychazky mimo vybéh byla pro svou nespolehlivost
nepouzitelnd. Posledni méfeni 9. 8. 2003 ukazalo vysku v bedrech 250 cm. Byla to slonice, kterd opravdu
milovala koupéni a ve vnitinim bazénu tehdejsiho pavilonu se musela koupat sama nejen kvli mensim
rozmérdim bazénu, ale zejména proto, Ze ve vodé dovadéla tak, Ze to ohrozovalo kohokoliv dal3iho.
Sébi byla pozdéji z diivodu tpravy chovatelského programu zahrady pouze na slony indické premis-
téna do francouzské Zoo La Fleche, kam odesla 29. 3.2004. V této zoo délala spole¢nost byvalé dvorské
slonici Katce, kterad ji vSak napadala a po jednom nestastném padu na kdmen ve vybéhu Sabi dne
12. 5.2005 uhynula. Dozila se 36 let.

V pofadi desatym slonem byla dalsi africka slonice Arba, coZ v jazyce afrického kmene Zijiciho jizné
od Etiopie, znamend slon. Arba pfisla také ze Zoo Dv(r Kralové n. L., ato 14.4.1971 ve véku tfi let. Stejné
jako Sébi byla zakoupena od firmy Van den Brink, za 122 515 K¢s. V dobé prichodu vazila asi 700 kg
a v maximalni vysce téla méfila 167 cm. Posledni méfeni 6. 3. 1975 ukézalo vysku v bedrech 213 cm
a posledni odhadovany udaj o hmotnosti z bfezna 1979 byl 2200 kg. Arba se dockala nového pavilonu,
ve smisené skupiné nasich slont vsak nebyla Zzadnou vyraznou osobnosti, coz bylo mimo jiné zpUso-
beno i tim, Ze africti sloni byli vyrazné mladsi a byl tam dor(stajici teenager Petr Il. Bohuzel uhynula
nahle 9. 8. 1983 ve véku 15 let na srdecni selhani (infarkty myokardu, edém plic, hnisavy zénét ledvinné
panvicky a katar Zaludku).

Nasledoval pfichod péru slond cejlonskych 19.9. 1971. 11leté slonice Sundari a 2letého samecka
Kadiry. Tyto slony Zoo Praha ziskala jako dar tehdejsi ministerské pfedsedkyné Cejlonu (dnes Sri Lanka)
pani S. Bandaranaikové ke 40. vyrodi zalozeni prazské zoo. Cesta do Prahy zahrnovala jizdu autem do
pfistavu v Colombu, lodi Colombo - Hamburk, kterd trvala 41 dni, vlakem z Hamburku 3 dny do Prahy
a opét autem z nadrazi Praha-Liben do zoo. Sloni pficestovali z Colomba v doprovodu naseho zoologa
Stépana Sira a jejich sinhalského mahuta p. Seemona, ktery v zoo z(istal dva mésice, aby slony zvykl na
nové prostiedi a personal a zaroven preddval své 25leté zkusenosti z prace se slony nasim chovateldm.

Slonice Sundari - v pfekladu Krasné dévce - pochdazela z odchytu z pfirody v oblasti mésta Mada-
wachchiya a do Zoo Colombo se dostala 1. 9. 1962 - tehdy méfila 99 cm v maximalni vysce téla. PFi
pfichodu do Prahy méfila 192 cm v maximalni vy3ce téla a vazila 1380 kg. Srilansky mahut ji drzel velmi
zkréatka, v Colombu platilo, Ze se s ni musi pracovat opatrné a nesmélo se na ni jezdit. V Praze jsme

139



s ni méli zkusenosti trochu odlisné, byla oviem slonem, ktery si umél vydobyt své postaveni v sed-
miclenném stadé - viz napt. v roce 1973 jeji Utoky na dospivajiciho afrického samce Petra Il. Ve vztahu
k chovateltim velmi rozliSovala koho a v jaké mife ma ¢i nema poslouchat - pfikladem mohlo byt to, ze
na ni sméli sedét jen dva chovatelé a jen jeden z nich smél i jezdit. Vycvi¢ena byla dobfte, poslouchala,
ale vyzadovala pfisny pfistup a opatrnost. Posledni tidaje o jeji hmotnosti jsou z 11. 10. 1974, kdy méla
na mostni vaze 2630 kg, a z bfezna 1979, kdy byla jeji hmotnost odhadnuta na 2700 kg. Méfena byla
naposled 6. 3. 1975 a jeji maximalni vyska téla byla 210 cm. Uhynula ndhle dne 17. 8. 1981 na srde¢ni
selhani. Dozila se 21 let.

Dvandcty slon Kadira, coz je na Sri Lance bézné sloni jméno, pochazel z pfirody v okrese Badulla
u mésta Mahiyanganaya a do Zoo Colombo se dostal 18. 6. 1969 jako ro¢ni s maximalni vyskou téla
96, 5 cm. Pfi pfichodu do Prahy méfil 119 cm (maximalni vyska téla) a vazil 300 kg. Bylo to velmi chlu-
paté a pomérné hubené sliing, které oviem velmi rychle rostlo, na ¢emz se podilela i nase osvédcena
krmna davka pro sllinata. Jeho pocatecni vyvoj vsak ovlivnily i nasledky naro¢ného transportu a zmény
prostiedi. Proto dostaval po urcitou dobu jesté specialni vyzivnou kasi slozenou z varené ryze, vajicek,
suSeného mléka Biosan, Konvitu a Glukopuru. Tato péce se brzy projevila zlepsenim jeho vyZivného
stavu. S vycvikem bylo zapocato brzy po pfichodu a spole¢né s Gulab a Sundari podnikali prochazky
po okoli zoo - Kadira naruzivé vyuzival i koupéni ve vltavské tini pod zoo. Postupem doby, jak Kadira
rostl a dospival, zacal byt méné spolehlivy, az nakonec viici persondlu agresivni. Proto bylo nutné po-
stupné provadét mnoha adekvétni technickd opatfeni a nakonec byl pro ného rekonstruovan samo-
statny vybéh a staj s bezpecnostnim koridorem. Pokusy o vyuZiti tohoto samce jako chovného byly
nelspésné a pro svou agresivitu nemohl chodit s ostatnimi slony do spole¢ného vybéhu. Tento slon
jako jediny nepfezil katastrofalni povoden v srpnu 2002, protoze kv(li své agresivité vaci lidem musel
byt dne 13. 8.2002 utracen. Bylo mu 33 let.

Vyznamnou udalosti bylo zakoupeni Jimba, samce afrického pralesniho slona z pafizské Parc Zoolo-
gique ve Vincennes. Jimbo pficestoval vlakem 27. 10. 1972 ve véku 4,5 roku kdy vazil 490 kg. Tento druh
slona v té dobé chovalo pouze sedm zoo na svété v poctu deviti jedinct (5,4), z toho v Evropé Zilo ve
Ctyfech zoo pét jedinct (3,2) a ve vychodoevropskych zemich to byl viibec prvni pralesni slon - takze
zoologicky to byl opravdu vyznamny pocin. Do Pafize byl dovezen z afrického Gabonu 30. 6. 1970, vazil
190 kg a jeho vék byl odhadovan na 16 mésic(i. V Pafizi byl jesté vazen v kvétnu 1971, kdy mél 330 kg.
Po pfichodu do Prahy méfil v maximalni vysce téla 150 cm a mél pomérné dlouhé kvalitni kly o délce
22323 cm. Vijnu 1973 vazil 740 kg. Jimbo si bohuZzel krdtce po pfichodu ulomil levy kel v délce 32 cm.
Otevrela se mu pulpa a podstoupil proto dvouhodinovou operaci, pfi které mu byla pulpa odstranéna
a rdna uzaviena. Jak uz bylo vyse feceno, takovéto zranéni byva pro slony dost ¢asto zdrojem dlouho-
dobych a vaznych komplikaci a to se ukazalo i v jeho pripadé. LéCeni v intenzivni formé trvalo témér
dva roky a vlastné pokracovalo az do Jimbova Uhynu dne 27. 7. 1976. Pitva prokéazala degenerativni
zmény v ledvindch, degeneraci myokardu a dalsi zmény na orgénech. V prazské zoo pobyl pouhé ¢tyfi
roky a uhynul ve véku 8,5 let. Jeho kostra je uloZena ve sbirkach Narodniho muzea.

Ctrnactym slonim pfirGstkem je indicka slonice Shanti. Ta pficestovala do prazské zoo dfive, nez se
stala jejim majetkem, byla to totiz filmové hvézda zakoupend u némecké firmy Sensen pro Ucely na-
taceni celovecerniho filmu,Pan Tau v oblacich”. Film byl natd¢en Filmovym studiem Barrandov v ko-
produkci s CST a dvou némeckych televiznich stanic. Jeji ,umélecké jméno” bylo Bimbo. Piivodem je
z Asdmu v Indii a do Evropy se dostala 5. 5. 1977 s velkym transportem slon( ve véku 16 mésicti. Do
nasi zoo pfijela dne 3.6. 1977 v 17 hodin v doprovodu svého osetiovatele pro filmovéni po celodenni
jizdé kamionem FSB z Urberachu u Frankfurtu n. M. Pfevzeti slona v Némecku a cely jeho transport az na
hranice s CSSR natacela némecka televize. Zaznam se viak bohuzel nedochoval, protoze civku v Praze
nékdo omylem oteviel a tim ji znicil. Nasledovala karanténa, pfiprava na filmovani podle pozadavkd
scénare, seznameni s hlavnimi predstaviteli filmu, a v cervenci mohlo zacit vlastni filmovani. To trvalo
s rGznymi piestavkami az do zéfi a konalo se na nékolika mistech v Cechéch - v tfe$nové aleji u Olbra-
movic, ve vesnicce Picin na Pfibramsku, na letisti Praha-Ruzyné, v prazské zoo, na Strahové v Pamatniku
narodniho pisemnictvi a nakonec v Grandhotelu Pupp v Karlovych Varech. Po ukonceni nataceni byla
koupena nasi zoo a na malé slavnosti dne 5. 10. 1977 se uskutecnilo jeji oficidlni pfedani. Shanti Zije
ve skupiné nasich slond dosud a ve svych 46 letech je druhou nejstarsi ve skupiné. Je to slonice velmi
Zravé, coz ji zplisobovalo obcasné zazivaci potiZe a jeji krmeni musi byt regulovéno. Pfi vycviku potie-
buje dlslednost, je ochotna az trochu zbrkl a dalo se na ni jezdit. Do Shanti byly v 90. letech vkladany
nadéje na rozmnozeni, kdy po mnoha jednanich a pfipravach byla od dubna 1997 odebirdna mo¢ na
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Pavilon velkych savcli - 2. sloninec, foto z jefdbu stavby Indonesie, foto ze dne 17. 6. 2002
The House of Large Mammals - the 2" elephant house, photo taken on 17 June 2002 from a crane during the construc-
tion of Indonesia on 17 June 2002 Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

urceni fijového cyklu a posilana na vysetfeni do némeckého Géttingenu (Deutsches Primatenzentrum,
Abt. Reproduktionsbiologie). Od 15. 5. 1997 pak probihalo pfipousténi se samcem Kadirou. Tyto po-
kusy ale nebyly nakonec Uspéiné, protoze samec nemél o slonici zéjem. Po opakovanych vysetfenich
odborniky z IZW Berlin se ukazalo, Ze Shanti ma na déloze myom, na pravém vajecniku cystu a nemGze
zabreznout, i kdyz cyklus ma. Je velmi silné vézana na Gulab, presto se postupem ¢asu jeji postaveni ve
skupiné zhorsilo, protoZe ji v hierarchii stéda pfedbéhly nové chovné slonice. Za jejiho Zivota bylo zis-
kédno mnoho biologickych Gdajl, napf. 8. 8. 2003 méila v bedrech 265 cm. A nakonec opravdu stru¢ny
prehled o vyvoji jeji hmotnosti: 24. 6. 1977 vézila 390 kg, 9. 1. 1978 uz 637 kg, dne 17. 10. 2000 to bylo
3630 kg a posledni vazeni 23. 6. 2022 ukazalo 3582 kg.

Protoze jsme chtéli dosahnout odchovu, hledali jsme ve spolupréci s evropskym koordindtorem
chovu slonl vhodnou slonici i samce. Byla ndm doporucena indicka slonice Praya z némeckého Miin-
steru. Ta pochézela z odchytu v pfirodé, bylo ji 27 let a v Mlnsteru o ni nemél samec zjem. Praya na-
konec do Prahy pfisla 16. 9. 2003 jako deponét. BohuZel se nepodafilo ji spojit se samcem, ktery kratce
po ni pfisel zHolandska. A pfi vySetfeni zdravotniho stavu IZW Berlin se ukazalo, Ze neni stoprocentné
zpUsobild k chovu (oba vaje¢niky byly nefunkéni, vykazovaly cysty rGizné velikosti aj.) a dokonce, Ze toto
vysetreni jiz dfive absolvovala v Miinsteru v roce 1995 rovnéz s problémy a stanovenim neperspektiv-
nosti k chovu - a to ndm, ale i koordindtorovi, miinstersti kolegové zatajilil Samce se evidentné bdla.
PrestozZe to byla klidnd, kontaktni slonice, nastal problém co s ni. Protoze majitel Zoo Miinster ji zpét
nechtél, byla nakonec predana do francouzské Zoo Amiens, kam odesla po dvouletém prazském po-
bytu dne 8. 11. 2005 v doprovodu chovatele Karla Kaprala. Od 6. 12. 2017 je v belgické zoo Pairi Daiza.

Dalsim - v pofadi $estnactym — slonem byl samec Naing Thein, ktery k nam byl deponovén z holand-
ského Emmenu. Pochéazel z Barmy, kde se narodil v roce 1980.V Emmenu mél jiz nékolik mladat a povést
vyborného plemenika, ale z genetického hlediska byla potfeba v jejich stadé obména samce, a proto
nam byl nabidnut. Po Kadirovi tu totiz nebyl zadny samec. Do Prahy pfisel 23.9.2003. Den pfedtim uka-
zala véha na jefdbu hmotnost 5700 kg (asi s bednou), ale pozdéjsi vazeni ze 4. 10. 2009 ukdzalo 4634 kg.
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Tretim slonincem v Zoo Praha je Udoli slond, navitévnik(im téméF zakryty, 23. 5. 2013
The third elephant house in Prague Zoo is the Valley of Elephants, almost hidden from the view of visitors, 23 May 2013
Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa

Jakjiz bylo vyse fe¢eno, s Prayou se ho nepodafilo spojit, napadal ji, dokonce ji i zranil, a nakonec se ho
bala tak, Ze s nim ani nemohla byt ve vybéhu. Podafilo se ho sice spojit se Shanti, dokonce ji i pafil, ale
tam perspektiva chovu nebyla. Byl to poklidny slon, ucenlivy, suverénni, snadno se adaptoval na even-
tudlni zmény. Nakonec po 3esti letech pobytu v Praze odesel 26. 11.2009 posilit chov v Zoo Lipsko, kde
mél doposud dvé mladata - 9. 4. 2012 narozené mrtvé a 25. 1. 2019 samecka Ben Long.

Sedmnactym slonem - a poslednim, ktery pfisel do Pavilonu velkych savcd, druhého prazského slo-
nince, byl samec Mekong. Pfidel ze Zoo Lipsko 27. 11.2009 a u nas si vymeénil misto s Naing Theinem
v ramci evropského programu chovu. Pochézel z vietnamského Saigonu a narodil se v roce 1982.
V Lipsku mél zdjem jen o jednu samici ve stadé, se kterou mél mladé, ale o ostatni se nezajimal, a pro-
toZe u nas by bylo po Naing Theinovi misto, doslo k této vyméné. Byl to ponékud bazlivy a konzerva-
tivni slon, pfisel nevycvicen a u nas vycvik zacal od zacatku. Byl ucenlivy, ale pomalejsi. Mekong se po
pfechodu do nového pavilonu a pfichodu novych slonic moc jako chovny samec neuplatnil, i kdyz
nakonec jedno mladé zplodil. Odesel 3. 12. 2014 do Zoo Amsterdam, kde se po ném narodilo jedno
mladé, a to 16. 10. 2016 samicka Sanuk. Od 29. 1. 2016 je v dalsi holandské zahradé - v Zoo Emmen.

Nasleduijici prichody patfi do tieti, soucasné, etapy chovu slon(i v Zoo Praha. Novy, v poradi treti,
pavilon pro slony se pfipravoval k vystavbé a bylo tfeba zajistit do tohoto pavilonu s nejnovéjsimi pa-
rametry také vhodna nova zvitata - zejména chovatelsky perspektivni samice, protoze samce jsme uz
méli. Po pfestéhovani Gulab a Shanti do nového pavilonu dne 24.4.2012 nasledoval druhy den presun

jako karanténa pro dvé nové srilanské slonice.

Jiz do nového pavilonu pfisla ze Zoo Rotterdam slonice Douanita (Donna) se svou dcerou Tonyou.
Bylo to 9.5.2012. Donna byla plivodné majetkem Zoo Usti n. L. Pfi dovozu do Evropy ale byla zabavena
v Rotterdamu, kde zUstala v tamni zoo a kde se také pozdéji rozmnozovala. Pochazela z odchytu ve Viet-
namu a narodila se v roce 1986. Donna pfisla do Prahy brezi a ¢ekal nas tedy historicky prvni porod (viz
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Udoli slond, pavilon ze silnice na Bosnu, 24.5.2013
The Valley of Elephants, the house seen from the road to Bosna, 24 May 2013

Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa

dale). Stejné jako jiz v Rotterdamu, i v Praze se projevovaly jeji dominantni sklony. Navic nebyla spoleh-
livd v kontaktnim chovu a musela byt chovéna v chrdnéném kontaktu. Pro tyto provozni komplikace
byla nakonec pfesunuta do némecké Zoo Osnabriick. Odesla 7. 3. 2017 a také biezi - stejné jako pfisla.
Jeji prvnivézeni ze 30. 1. 2014 ukazalo 3666 kg a posledni z 1.3.2017 bylo 3256 kg.

Jeji dcera Tonya se narodila v Rotterdamu 10. 2. 2009. Tonya ale bohuzel nahle uhynula dne 17.12.
2013, takZe v Praze byla pouze jeden rok a sedm mésict. Podezieni na herpes virus se nakonec nepo-
tvrdilo. Pitva prokézala akutni bakteridIni infekci, sepsi zplisobenou bakterii Escherichia coli hemolytica
a krvaceni do gastrointestinalniho traktu.

Po dlouhych a néro¢nych diplomatickych jednanich pfisly do zoo 7. 10. 2012 dvé slonice ze Sri
Lanky - Janitha a Thamara. Obé pfisly ze Zoo Colombo, ale narodily se v Pinnawale, chovné a zachranné
stanici, kterou Zoo Colombo spravuje. Janitha se narodila 17. 10. 2004 a Thamara 23. 8. 2005. Karan-
ténu absolvovaly v pfisném rezimu a s oddélenym persondlem nasich i srilanskych chovateld v Pavilonu
velkych savcl a 6. 3. 2013 se kone&né premistily do nového pavilonu v Udoli slon(. PFisly ve vhodném
véku a v nasi zoo se staly se zakladatelkami sou¢asného UspéSného chovu. Posledni véZzeni ze dne
23.6.2022 ukazalo, Ze Janitha méla hmotnost 2180 kg a Thamara 2234 kg.

Dne 11.2.2013 se odehrél prvni porod slona v historii Zoo Praha. Jiz vyse zminéna slonice Douanita
porodila samicku, ktera dostala jméno Sita jako odkaz na to, Ze jeji matka patfi Zoo Usti n. L., kde byly
kdysi chovany dvé slonice stejného jména. Porod probéhl ve 13:30 hodin a mladé poprvé od matky
pilo v 19 hodin. Sita dobfe prospivala a mohla v Praze zistat, jenze musela nasledovat svou matku do
nového pusobisté. Odesla do Osnabriicku 7. 3.2017. Sita vazila 3. 8. 2015 1134 kg, o rok pozdéji dne
8.8.2016 vazila 1320 kg a posledni hmotnost pfed odchodem z Prahy byla 1406 kg z 1. 3. 2017.

V poradi 23. slonem se stal 31lety indicky samec Ankhor, ktery pricestoval z Tierparku Berlin
13.8.2014 jako dalsi chovny samec. Pochédzi z Barmy, kde se narodil 1. 3. 1983. Je to také zatim posledni
sloni pfichod do Prahy. Jak uz bylo fe¢eno, Mekong se jako plemenik moc neprojevoval a Ankhor mél
byt jeho nahradou, protoze v Tierparku Berlin, kde byl od roku 1989, zplodil 11 potomkd. A také jsme

144



trochu doufali, Ze Mekonga pfitomnost konkurenta vyprovokuje k ¢innosti. Zpocatku se efekt moc ne-
projevoval, ale nakonec Mekong napafil slonici Janithu, ale o Thamaru nemél vilbec zijem, takze se
opakovala situace z Lipska. Ze bylo pafeni Gspé3né, se ukazalo az tésné pted jeho odchodem. Rovnéz
Ankhor, kdyZ dostal plnou pfilezitost, byl Uspésny a napafil Thamaru. A tim zacala soucasna éra Ctyf
Uspésnych porodi skutecné prazskych slinat, kde Ankhor dostal své povésti. Ankhora si snadno na-
vitévnik identifikuje podle dvou bilych péticipych hvézd na zadi slona. Je to oznaceni z majetku barm-
ské statni dievarské firmy a neni to klasicky vyzeh tekutym dusikem, ale pastou z kaolinu, bentonitu
a hydroxidu sodného ve smési s glycerinem a metylalkoholem. Prvni vazeni po pfichodu do Prahy dne
16.8.2018 ukézalo 4032 kg a zatim posledni ze dne 23. 6. 2022 pak 4308 kg.

Prvnim ze série porodi bylo narozeni samce Maxmiliana, zvaného Max, dne 5.4.2016 ve tii hodiny
réno. Samecek, jehoz rodici jsou Mekong a Janitha, mél hmotnost 104 kg a maximalni vysku téla 95 cm.
Po roce Zivota - 4. 4. 2017 - vazil 412 kg a posledni vazeni z 23. 6. 2022 ukézalo 1950 kg.

Druhym - v pofadi 25. prazskym slonem - byl samec Rudolf, zvany Rudi, ktery se narodil 7. 10. 2016
rodi¢lim Ankhorovi a Thamare. 7. 11.2016 véazil 122 kg a v prvnim roce (11.10. 2017) mél 390 kg. Zatim
posledni vézeni z 23. 6. 2022 ukézalo 1536 kg.

Dne 27. 3. 2020 ve 3:09 hodin se narodila samicka Lakuna, vaZila 92 kg a vyska v bedrech byla
93 cm. Jejimi rodici jsou opét Ankhor a Thamara. Vaha 10. 8. 2020 ukézala 246 kg. Lakuna méla v prvnim
roce zivota (30. 3. 2021) hmotnost 462 kg a 23. 6. 2022 to bylo 916 kg.

A zatim poslednim prazskym slonem - v pofadi byla 27. - se stala dne 9. 5. 2020 v 1:58 hodin rano
samicka Amalee. Vazila 124 kg a jeji vyska v kohoutku byla 71,5 cm. Rodici jsou Ankhor a Janitha.
Hmotnost dne 10. 8. 2020 byla 242 kg, v prvnim roce Zivota (8. 5. 2021) méla 500 kg a posledni véZeni
z23.6.2022 ukdzalo 854 kg.

Vdechna tato ¢tyfi mladata jsou Uspésné odchovévéna a prosla zakladnim vycvikem pro usnadnéni
chovatelské péce i provozu. Samicky jsou v klasické rodinné skupiné a mladi samci v sou¢asnosti tvofi
samostatnou sam¢i skupinu s Ankhorem, pfisemz oba po case ¢eka odchod ze Zoo Praha.

Toto je stru¢ny prehled 27 dosud chovanych slon(i v prazské zoo. Z téchto 27 zvifat bylo 22 do zoo
dovezeno, at uz jako koupé, dar nebo vyména a pét se zde narodilo (2,3). Porodni Uspésnost je zatim
100%. Z hlediska chovanych taxont byl v prazské zoo chovan jeden slon pralesni (1,0), Ctyfi sloni africti
(2,2), pét slond cejlonskych (2,3) a 17 slond indickych (7,10). Déle nam statistiky ukazuji, ze z téchto 27
zvifat jich v Praze v priibéhu uplynulych 89 let celkem Sest uhynulo, dva byli utraceni, 10 odeslo do ji-
nych zoo a devét jich je v zoo v soucasnosti (3,6).

Pro Uplnou pfesnost tohoto prehledu je tieba doplnit informaci o tzv. tranzitnich slonech, tedy zvi-
fatech, kterd v letech 1950-1959 v rdmci obchodnich smluv mezi zdpadoevropskymi zemémi a SSSR
prochazela Prahou. Prazska zoo v té dobé fungovala jako tranzitni stanice pro transporty sovétské ob-
chodni organizace Zoocentrum Moskva. Neznamenalo to v praxi, Ze tato zvifata prosla branami zoo, ale
prazska zoo zajistovala jejich administrativu, veterinérni kontrolu, napéjeni, krmeni a eventuelné prd-
vodce na dalsi cesté k hranicim. Bylo to celkem 12 zvifat - 11 slond indickych (1,8,2) a 1,0 slon africky.
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Prvni prazsky slon Baby u své provizorni dfevéné ubikace
The first Prague elephant Baby at his provisional wooden shelter Archiv/Archive of Zbynék Siga

Dospély Baby pfi cviceni se svym osetiovatelem Josefem Kralem
Adult Baby taking exercise with is keeper Josef Kral Archiv/Archive of Eva Polackova

147



Indicka slonice Jumba s Josefem Kralem
The Asian female elephant Jumba with Josef Kral Foto/Photo by Erich Tylinek, Archiv/Archive of Eva Polackova
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Slonice Jumba (v popiedi, sedi na ni Josef Kral) a Duna spolecné ve vybéhu starého pavilonu slonti
Female elephants Jumba (at the front, with Josef Krél on her back) and Duna together in the paddock of the old ele-
phant house Foto/Photo by Frantisek Vopat, Archiv/Archive of Eva Polackova

Slonice Duna byla v poradi tfetim slonem Zoo Praha
Female elephant Duna was the third elephant of Prague Zoo
Foto/Photo by Richard Pavlovi¢, Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive
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Slon africky Petr | jako mlady Petr | jako dospély
The African bush elephant Petr | in his young age Adult Petr |
Foto/Photo by Richard Pavlovic, Foto/Photo by dr.V. J. Stanék,
Archiv Zoo Praha (dar)/Prague Zoo Archive(gift) Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

Maly slon indicky Pepik na prochazce s osetfovatelem B. Krinertem (v bilém klobouku), 1956
The small Asian elephant Pepik taking a walk with his keeper B. Krinert (in a white hat), 1956
Foto/Photo by Richard Pavlovi¢, Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive
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Pepik v Zoo Ostrava, nedatovano
Pepik in Ostrava Zoo, undated Foto/Photo by Fotografia Ostrava, Archiv/Archive of Zdenék Vagner

s L ‘ ]
Slonice Gulab pfi nakladani jefdbem na lod'v pfistavu v Bombaji

The female elephant Gulab being loaded by crane onto a ship in the port of Bombay
Foto/Photo by Karel Hala (namoinik z lodi Jiskra/sailor from ship Jiskra), 1966, Archiv/Archive of Katefina Blahova
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Gulab po pfichodu do Prahy dne 5. 6. 1966
Gulab after her arrival in Prague on 5 June 1966 Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

Gulab a Zbynék Siga ve vybéhu starého pavilonu v roce Gulab na prochazce u Vitavy pod zoo, 1973
1971 . Gulab taking a walk along the Vitava River bellow the
Gulab and Zbynék Sisa in the old house paddock in 1971 200, 1973

Foto/Photo by Erich Tylinek, Archiv/Archive of Zbynék Sisa Foto/Photo by Vladimir Motycka
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Gulab pfi pracovnim cviceni - tahani klady s oSetfovatelem Petrem Kabéatkem
Gulab at training for work - dragging logs - with her keeper Petr Kabatek Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa

Gulab ve vybéhu Pavilonu Velkych savcd, 3. 6.2011
Gulab in the paddock next to the House of Large Mammals, 3 June 2011 Foto/Photo by Tomas Adamec
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Gulab ve vybéhu Udoli slond, 29. 7. 2022
Gulab in the paddock of the Elephant Valley, 29 July 2022

Kftiny indického slona Svadhina za Ucasti indického velvyslance a jeho manZelky se konaly v restauraci ,Pod schody”
dne 8.12. 1968, se Svadhinem na podiu osetiovatelé Kamil Veselsky a Karel Dub

Naming ceremony of the Asian elephant Svadhin witnessed by the Indian Ambassador and his wife in a restaurant
“bellow the steps” on 8 December 1968, keepers Kamil Veselsky and Karel Dub on the stage with Svadhin

Foto/Photo by Stanislav Tereba, Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive
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Svadhin se koupe v louzi u bazénu za dohledu

Kamila Veselského, cca 1969

Svadhin taking a bath in a puddle next to the

pool, supervised by Kamil Veselsky, ca 1969
Archiv/Archive of Jan Masopust

Druhy prazsky africky slon Petr Il jesté v kempu v Africe s vyherkyni soutéze
The second African bush elephant in Prague, Petr I, still in a camp in Africa, with the winner of a competition
Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive
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STREDA 18. CERVENCE 1969
Vezeme do zo0ologické zahrady v Praze

(Detra 1=
nového
afrického
slona

T Poho
& Koriteja
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CTVRTEK 24, CERVENCE 1969 S
Détské slavnost v zoologické zahradé
Pfedéni slona Petra Il
astupcl Bvj ké spoleZ i Rivella
Détské kapelo : Kyjova @ Vypouitini plynovich balénki @
Slosovdni @ Peleni selot @ Cimbdlovd muzikn
Zoétek slavnosti v 15 bod. @ Diti do 10 let maji 24. Zervence
wvilup do 100 wdarma

Se slonem Petrem Il 3¢ od foho dos midete setket kdpkein - preliks
teslogicki sshrade mé abevienc dennd

Propagacni leték k transportu Petra Il na ¢eském uzemi
16.7.1969

A promotion leaflet about Petr II's transport over the
Czech territory 16 July 1969

Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

Petr Il jako sltiné v zafi 1969
Petr Il still a calf in September 1969
Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa

Petr Il na vychazce u VItavy pod zoo v roce 1973
Petr Il taking a walk along the Vitava bellow the zoo in 1973
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Kitiny mladé africké slonice Sabi 19.9. 1970 se konaly za G¢asti popularni semaforské dvojice Miloslav Simek a Jifi Gross-
mann

The naming ceremony of the young female of African bush elephant Sabi on 19 September 1970 was attended by
a popular pair of actors from the Semafor Theatre, Prague, Miloslav Simek and Jifi Grossmann

Foto/Photo by Petr Polak, Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

o

i

- Vit e
Sabi se velice rada koupala, tady ve vnitfnim bazénu Pavi- Sébi se zlobi. Jako dospéla neméla rada cizi lidi a takto
lonu velkych savcli vypadal jeji utok
Sabi loved bathing; here seen in the indoor pool in the Sébi is angry. When she became an adult, she disliked
House of Large Mammals strangers and this is what her attack looked like
Archiv/Archive of Zbynék Sisa Foto/Photo by Tereza Mrhélkova 4. 9. 2003,

(dia, neznamy dar/dia, unknown gift)
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Africka slonice Arba pricestovala do Prahy 14.4.1971
The African bush elephant female Arba came to Prague on 14 April 1971
Foto/Photo by Stanislav Tereba, Vecerni Praha; Archiv/Archive of Zbynék Sisa

Arba na slavnosti vyro¢i zahrady 30.9. 1973
Arba at a ceremony to mark the Zoo's anniversary on 30 September 1973
Foto/Photo by Vladimir Moty¢ka, Archiv/Archive of Zbynék Sisa
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Cejlonska slonice Sundari pfed transportem do Prahy se svym mahutem Mr. Seemonem, Colombo, 1971
The Sri Lankan female elephant Sundari before her transport to Prague with her mahout Mr. Seemon, Colombo, 1971
Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

Sundari pfi vykladce na nadrazi Praha-Liben se Stépanem Sundari na prochédzce v dolnim sadu v zafi 1971

Sirem, 19.9.1971 Sundari taking a walk in the lower orchard in Sep-
Sundari, being unloaded at the Prague-Liben railway sta- tember 1971

tion, and Stépan Sir, 19 September 1971 Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa

Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa
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Sundari pfi cviceni ve vybéhu Pavilonu velkych savcd, 1973
Sundari exercising in the paddock of the House of Large Mammals, 1973
Foto/Photo by Vladimir Motycka, Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

Teti prazsky cejlonsky slon, samec Kadira pfed Kadira na prochézce v dolnim sadu v zafi 1971
transportem do Prahy s mahutem Mr. Seemonem,  Kadira walking in the lower orchard in September 1971

Colombo Zoo, 1971

The third Sri Lankan elephant in Prague, the bull
Kadira before his transport to Prague together with
his mahout Mr. Seemon, Colombo Zoo, 1971

Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa
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Gulab, Kadira a Sundari na vychazce k Vltavé 1973
Gulab, Kadira and Sundari taking a walk towards the Vltava, 1973 Foto/Photo by Vilém Bischof

Kadira v rekonstruovaném a zvétseném vybéhu, 2001
Kadira in the remodelled and enlarged paddock, 2001 Archiv/Archive of Zbynék Sisa
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Kadira pfi povodni 14.8.2002 Slon pralesni Jimbo ve stdji, 1972
Kadira during floods on 14 August 2002 The Forest elephant Jimbo in his stable, 1972

Foto/Photo by Stembera, Foto/Photo by Vladimir Motyc¢ka
Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

Jimbo ve vybéhu
Jimbo in the paddock Foto/Photo by Vladimir Motycka
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Slonice Shanti mezi natacecimi dny na prochazce u VI-
tavy 27.8.1977

The female elephant Shanti in-between film shooting
taking a walk along the Vitava on 27 August 1977
Foto/Photo by Zbynék Sisa

Shanti pfi nataceni v Grandhotelu Pupp v Karlovych Va-

rech, 1977

Shanti filming at the Grandhotel Pupp in Karlovy Vary, 1977
Foto/Photo by Josef Vitek, Archiv/Archive of Zbynék Sisa

Shanti a mi¢ - ve vybéhu Pavilonu velkych savc(, 14. 6.
2006

Shanti and a ball - in the paddock of the House of Large
Mammals, 14 June 2006

Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

163



Shanti v Udoli slon@i 13. 3. 2020
Shanti in the Elephant Valley, 13 March 2020 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

Praya pficestovala do Prahy 16.9. 2003, vykladka v Pavilonu velkych savci
Praya came to Prague, 16 September 2003, being unloaded at the House of Large Mammals
Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

164



Praya ve vybéhu 12. 8.2004
Praya in the paddock, 12 August 2004 Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive

e

Péareni Naing Thein x Shanti 4. 10. 2005
The mating of Naing Thein x Shanti, 4 October 2005 Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive
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Samec Naing Thein 24.9.2003
The male Naing Thein, 24 September 2003 Archiv Zoo Praha/Prague Zoo Archive
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Mekong v Udoli slon(i 17.6.2013
Mekong in the Elephant Valley on 17 June 2013 Foto/Photo by Tomds Adamec
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Slonice Tonya s matkou Douanitou po pfichodu do Udoli slond 9. 5. 2012
The female Tonya and her mother Douanita when they arrived at the Elephant Valley on 9 May 2012
Foto/Photo by Khalil Baalbaki

167



xR

Douanita s dcerou Sitou po porodu 11.2.2013
Douanita and her daughter Sita, just after birth on 11 February 2013

Tonya dne 17.5.2012
Tonya on 17 May 2012
Foto/Photo by Tomas Adamec
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Foto/Photo by Tomas Adamec

Slonicka Sita na fotografii z 3. 3. 2013
Young Sita in a photo from 3 March 2013
Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek



Nakladani cejlonskych slonic Thamary a Janithy v Pinnawale, Sri Lanka, 5. 10.2012
Loading Sri Lankan female elephants, Thamara and Janitha, in Pinnawala, Sri Lanka, 5 October 2012
Foto/Photo by Marian Polék

Janitha a Thamara 6. 3. 2013 v Udoli slonii
Janitha and Thamara on 6 March 2013 in the Elephant Valley Foto/Photo by Tomas Adamec
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Janitha v pavilonu 14.3.2013
Janitha in the pavilion, 14 March 2013

Thamara v pavilonu 14. 3.2013
Thamara in the pavilion, 14 March 2013
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Thamara ve vybéhu 29.7.2022
Thamara in the paddock, 29 July 2022 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

Pichod Ankhora do Udoli slondi 13.8.2014
Ankhor arriving at the Elephant Valley, 13 August 2014 Foto/Photo by Miroslav Bobek
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Ankhor a jeho hvézdy na zadi, 4.9. 2014 Snimek Ankhoraz2.11.2016
Ankhor and the stars on his back, 4 September 2014 A snap of Ankhor from 2 November 2016
Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

Dne 5.4.2016 se narodil samecek Maxmilidn
The male Maxmilidn was born on 5 April 2016 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik
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Max na snimku z 24. 2. 2017
Max in a picture from 24 February 2017 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

7.10.2016 se narodil druhy samce Rudolf
The second male, Rudolf, was born on 7 October 2016 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik
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Rudolf dovadi ve vodé, 23.11.2016
Rudolf playing joyfully in water, 23 November 2016

Samicka Lakuna se narodila 27. 3. 2020
The female Lakuna was born on 27 March 2020
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Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik



Dalsi samicka Amalee se narodila 9. 6. 2020
Another female, Amalee, was born on 9 June 2020 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik

Amalee a Lakuna dovadi ve snéhu 8. 2. 2021
Amalee and Lakuna romping in snow on 8 February 2021 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik
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Samci Ankhor, Max a Rudi ve svém vybéhu 7. 10. 2020
The males Ankhor, Max and Rudi in their paddock, 7 October 2020 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik
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Zatim posledni prazska slGnata, slonice Lakuna a Amalee spolecné ve vybéhu 10. 6. 2021

So far the last elephant young in in Prague Zoo, the females Lakuna and Amalee together in their paddock,
10 June 2021 Foto/Photo by Petr Hamernik
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Gulab v Udoli slont 20. 7. 2022

Gulab in the Elephant Valley on 20 July 2022 Foto/Photo by Oliver Le Que
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Elephants are iconic but also the most demanding kind of animals in zoological gardens. Prague Zoo is
one Zoological Garden of those gardens that have been exhibiting, and now also breeding, elephants
for many years. It is full 89 years this year (17 July 2022) in the more than 90 years of the Zoo's history.
Over the years, we have exhibited all species of elephants and we are the only East-European zoo to
have had an African forest elephant (1972-1976). We can divide the history of elephants in Prague
Zoo into three stages. The first stage being from 1933 up to 1965 (Baby until when Petr | left us), the
second one started with the arrival of the female elephant Gulab on 5 June 1966 and lasted until
25 April 2012, when elephants were moved to a new house. The third stage is their current abode in
the Elephant Valley. As time went by, elephants were reared in three different houses in succession, at
three different spots within the Zoo premises. The ever first elephant in Prague was called Baby and
was provisionally housed in wooden quarters north of the horse exhibition with a small paddock close
to the then main path - i.e. where the pheasantry is located today. Baby moved to his first own house,
built according to the design of architect K. Muzik, on 6 December 1933. The Elephant House used to
stand where the Lemur Island is situated today. The house was remodelled - extended in the early
1940's according to the design of April 1940.

The second Prague Elephant House was within the House of Large Mammals, launched on 4 May
1973 and still standing between the pheasantry and the old millrace. The house itself is now closed to
the public, while the enclosures are used by tapirs (former rhinoceros exhibit), children’s area called Bo-
roro (former elephant paddock) and anteaters are now where hippopotamuses used to roam. The third
and current house in the Elephant Valley was moved to the top section of the Zoo due to the disastrous
floods that hit the zoo in August 2002. It was opened to the public on 30 March 2013.

Prague Zoo was able to show its first elephant just under two years after it opened to the public. And
this was an extraordinary event as the elephant was the first of its kind in the history of all Czecho-
slovak zoological gardens. The name of the Sri Lankan elephant was Baby and came to Prague on
17 July 1933 with the help of the Wilhelm Hagenbeck company from Germany. The elephant was
caught in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and bought for CSK 51,000. According to the importer, he was 15
months old when he arrived, he weighed 400 kg and his maximum height of body was 125 cm. His first
keeper was Milos Krinert, later an animal inspector. The elephant calf received a lot of attention from
Zoo staff as well as the mass media and the public, as can be seen from many articles from contempo-
rary press, records on feeding, on weight gains, his health an the like. Especially two of the records are
worth mentioning. On 23 May 1936, Baby lost a molar tooth weighing 75 g and on 25 January 1937 he
broke his right tusk, 25 cm long, all the way to the pulp. He coped with this very unpleasant injury well
and without any consequences. Apart from other things, the press printed an article in 1937 saying
that Baby's keeper would carry a gun just for safety, but that there was no danger of him being killed
as the animal was obedient. Nevertheless, this would change in the course of time. Baby grew up to
be a robust male, larger than his house, and he even became dangerous for the staff, though he had
been trained and continued to respect his keeper Josef Krél. Baby stayed in Prague Zoo until 28 August
1951, when, after 18 years and a month, he was sold to the Soviet trading company Zoocentre Moscow
(Turek 1953). In the correspondence from July 1951 concerning the sale and transport of Baby we can
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read, for example, in the instructions in respect to his handling that Baby*... hates horses, freight and
motor vehicles. He dislikes green uniforms and white working coats.” He was in Leningrad Zoo from
10 September 1951 until 5 September 1954 and from there he was transferred to the Zoo in Kiev where
he died on 30 June 1960, aged 28 years.

The second elephant in Prague Zoo was a female Asian elephant called Jumba. She arrived before
Baby was sent to the Soviet Union, but was kept separate. She came on 8 March 1951 from the German
Julius Mohr (Ulm) company. According to the contemporary press, she first arrived at the Main Station in
Prague but refused to move onto a truck. She was then taken to the railway station in Bubeneg, closer to
the zoo, and walked from there behind a tractor. She arrived from Marseille but was from India. It took
a few months for her to acclimatize before reaching Prague. Supposedly, she was four years old. Her
weight was taken at the station, reading 880 kg. Her keeper Josef Krél estimated her maximum height
of body at 180 cm. She was a clever and cuddly female and people could ride her. She only spent two
years and four months in Prague. She died on 14 July 1953. Some contemporaries claimed it was due
to eating too much sugar, while the family of Josef Krél believed that she died of sadness missing her
keeper after he had been shifted to a different work place within the Zoo. However, later discovered
findings from her autopsy speak about acute enteritis and gastritis (digestion problems). For a while,
the female elephant Duna kept her company.

The Asian elephant Duna was the third elephant in Prague. She was purchased on 18 December
1952 from the German Ruhe company for DM 19,000. She was said to be 3.5 years old, though some
contemporaries believed her to be older. Supposedly she came from a French circus, where she was
not doing well in dressage. She was trained in our Zoo in the same way as Jumba, but she was fearful,
nervous and could not be ridden. For a short time she had our first African elephant named Peter |
as her companion. But he would start bothering her and, as he matured, his tusks would become
a danger for Duna. These were the reasons for which she was sold to the Zoocentre Moscow company
on 3 October 1960. She was said to have ended in Kiev, but there is no mention of this in the interna-
tional database, so we know nothing of her later fate.

The fourth elephant in succession — and also the first African bush elephant - was the male called
Petr. Later the ordinal number the first was added to his name. He came to Prague on 5 November
1953 and, just as Baby, was purchased from the German Hagenbeck company. He was caught in Tan-
ganyika, when he was approximately three years old. He, too, was a popular animal. He was trained
and among other tricks he could do, such as counting or picking up small items — namely coins in sand
- he was able to play the mouth organ. As he would have easily damaged an ordinary mouth organ,
the Zoo asked the Harmonika enterprise in Hofovice to make a special one for Petr. The company sent
it to the Zoo on 15 February 1957. As has already been mentioned, he was a companion to Duna until
autumn 1959 when he started bothering her with his tusks. When, on 3 October 1959, Petr broke his
left tusk, his attitude towards Duna got even worse. The injury went down into the pulp and there
were complications. It was difficult to treat the wound. The animal was sometimes more aggressive
due to the pain, would be unreliable and repeatedly damage his sleeping quarters. For this reason,
it was arranged to move Petr to Zoo Ostrava, which, at the time, was the only one to have a suitable
and also empty house for such a large animal. His transport on 28 July 1965 was a really great event.
A special transport crate was made from steel sections by the steel works in Ostrava. It was placed into
the paddock by the stable gate in the old Elephant House. As Petr could not be enticed with food or
titbits to walk into the crate, a block and tackle had to be used to get him in. Suddenly he punched the
timbering in the top right-hand corner of the transport crate with his right tusk and broke off part of
that tusk. Surprisingly, after that he was relatively calm and let zoo staff repair the damaged section
by iron bars. Only after that it was possible to take him to the railway station and transport to the Zoo
in Ostrava. For the whole time of the transport and also for several days in Ostrava he was accompa-
nied by his keeper, Zdenék Vagner. His treatment was without any difficulties, but turned to be very
expensive. Despite all the efforts Petr died after 2.5 years after he came to Ostrava, on 5 January 1968
at 6 o'clock in the morning. The autopsy proved acute decompensated heart failure due to dystrophic
myocardial changes (Kunc & Stehlik 1958). He lived to about 18 years of age.

In the meantime, there was another elephant, Pepik, who only spent a short time of 3 months in
Prague Zoo in 1956. Pepik was a young, about 8 months old, Asian elephant. He came from Vietnam on
25 June 1956 as a donation from the Vietnamese government. A hunting ambassador was said to have
shot his mother dead. As, at the time, there were two elephants living in Prague, adolescent Petr being
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one of them, Pepik was transferred to Zoo Ostrava. He perished there in January 1964 when he was not
quite 9 years old. Legend has it, both in Ostrava and in Prague, that he had a fall into the moat and died
of the injuries. | have even heard someone saying that in his fall, the elephant disrupted a heating pipe
and was scalded by the hot water. However, this story, contrary to the fall itself, could not be verified.

These five elephants cover the first stage of the elephant exhibition in Prague Zoo. After Petr I's de-
parture, the paddock at the Elephant House remained empty for 10 months. The second stage started
with the arrival of Gulab.

The sixth in line was the female Asian elephant Gulab, which, translated, means a rose. She joined
the zoo on 5 June 1966 at 9 a.m. She was brought in a transport crate on a truck from the then Yugoslav
port of Rijeka. Gulab was a donation from Mr. M. M. Sharma, the owner of the Ram Bahadur Thakur and
Co., New Delhi, India, who was actively doing business with Czechoslovakia. The deal was mediated by
the Metalimex foreign trade company. The real facts behind this were somewhat more piquant, though.
Mr. Sharma sometimes came on business with his wife who, during her stay in Prague, was taken care
of by Mrs. Kostinkova, the Metalimex General Director’s secretary, who, by coincidence, was the mo-
ther of one of the Zoo's keepers. Mr. Sharma was very pleased with the way his wife was looked after
and wanted to give Mrs. Kostinkova a present to express his gratitude. Mrs. Kostinkova kept refusing,
but Mr. Sharma continued to urge her. So in the end, joking, she said:“...so bring me an elephant”.
Everyone took it as a joke and believed that that was that. Nonetheless, the office received a wire from
Mr. Sharma, saying that the elephant was ready for transport. And now there was a problem - where
to put it? The animal was offered to Prague Zoo but Zoo's director Prof. Z. Veselovsky did not want it, as
the idea for a new house for large mammals was only beginning to take shape and, on top of that, the
zoo had no money for the transport. That was eventually paid by Mr. Sharma and the female elephant
set out on her journey to Prague. First a truck took her to the port of Bombay, where she was lifted by
a crane and loaded onto the “Jiskra’, a ship belonging to the Czechoslovak Ocean Shipping Company.
There a shelter was erected for her on board. During the two-week journey she was looked after by
the ship’s staff, above all, Mr. Klein. She was met at the port of Rijeka by a truck from the CSAD trans-
port company and our animal inspector Mr. lvan Falta. A crate had to be made on the spot, as the one
used on board proved useless. Gulab was shifted from the ship onto the truck and headed to Prague.
At the time of her arrival, she was said to be 6 to 7 years old, her weight was 1825 kg and the maximum
height of her body was 200 cm. She was born at Mr. Sharma’s working elephant farm and was believed
to have inherited stubbornness from her mother so had no good prospects as a working elephant. It
was not until after many years, in May 2012, that we managed to obtain some more information about
her early life. She was born in Kasore Village, the state of Bihar, north-east India, close to the border with
Nepal. She spent the first five years of her life at another farm (stable) - Gohi Village - in the same area.
Her first mahout was Murshid Mian from Samastipur, who was still around in 2012. Gulab is still in our
zoo and is the eldest (now 63) and longest living elephant in the history of Prague Zoo (56 years). She
really is quite stubborn. This was more marked when she was younger, but one “mellows with age”and
nowadays she is an elderly lady who likes her peace and quiet. She is a very calm, considerate and kind
animal that made it possible for several generations of our keepers to get a more profound knowledge
of the profession of a mahout. There used to be a problem taking the measurements of an adult ele-
phant in our zoo. In the end we had a special gauge made in our workshops and this showed that,
after little bit under 9 years of her stay in Prague, she was 245 cm at the shoulder (the highest point of
Asian elephant’s body). The last known exact measurement was taken on 18 December 1992 and read
261 cm. Taking the weight of elephants was quite easy between the 1970's to 1990's as we were able
to use the weighbridge in the transport area. Today the situation is even better as there are “portable”
scales and we can weigh the animals right in the house. Gulab’s highest weight was recorded on 3 Au-
gust 2009 and was 3666 kg. In later years her weight went down and now is around 3200 kg. Gulab’s
latest weight reading was taken on 23 June 2022 and was 3352 kg.

The seventh elephant in succession was the Asian male Svadhin. He was brought to Prague Zoo
on 28 November 1968 (mediated by the Swiss Karl Kiinzler company) when he was 9 months old. He
weighed about 250-300 kg and his maximum body height was around 110 cm. He came from Assam,
India and he was rated at CSK 68,104. A special naming ceremony was held in the so-called Moravek’s
restaurant on 18 December 1968 in the presence of the Indian Ambassador and his wife. Gulab had
a strong link with the young elephant calf and they wandered together around the zoo and its vicinity.
But more often Svadhin would take walks on his own, sometime all the way to the part of Prague now
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called Bohnice. It was a truly voracious animal and gained weight quite fast. The first exact weight was
taken on 4 March 1969 and was 410 kg, while his last official weight, taken on 28 January 1970, was
725 kg. On 20 May 1969 he was 132 cm tall. Unfortunately, Svadhin’s voracious appetite cost him his
life. One night in March 1970 he managed to get out of his stable into the corridor where pelleted food
for the whole house was stored. Svadhin gobbled most of it. Only later it was found that the fodder
contained a high amount of salt which got into the mixture when machines were being cleaned at the
factory in Pecky. And that caused his death. Svadhin died on 13 March 1970 of salt poisoning (myocar-
ditis, fluid in the pericardium, haemorrhagic diathesis).

Another elephant bull came to our zoo on 16 July 1969. He was an African bush elephant called
Petr Il and stayed in the zoo for a while together with Svadhin and also Gulab. Petr Il came from Zurich,
Switzerland, but his origins were in Kruger National Park, South Africa. Actually, he was a gift of Swiss
children to children in Czechoslovakia, financed by the Swiss Rivella A. G. Rothrist company within a
big children’s competition promoting African agricultural produce. The elephant was handed over on
24 July 1969 in a ceremony attended by representatives of the company, the mother of the winner,
mass media, the children’s choir Kyjovanka and many more other guests. His journey from the border
crossing of Folmava to Prague Zoo was a big advertisement campaign, with stops in the Domazlice
main square, the Plzef Prazdroj brewery and at the KarlStejn castle, and lasted from 4:30 a.m. till 8:00
p.m.When he came to Prague, Petr Il was 137 cm at the highest body height and his weight was some
250 kg. The same as other elephants before him, he was trained and also took walks around the zoo
and its neighbourhood. In the course of time, however, he was becoming more and more unreliable,
although not uncontrollable. The last known information about his weight was 1790 kg as on 7 March
1973 and two years later, on 6 March 1975, he measured 227 cm at the shoulder. He was the only ele-
phant in the history of Prague Zoo to have caused a tragic incident. On 15 March 1977, he attacked his
keeper Jifi Cernohorsky, who sustained fatal injuries. The elephant had to be put down the very same
day - he was 10 years old (Felix 1998).

The following two years, 1970-1972, witnessed the successive arrival of five elephants. They came
in four different transports - 0,2 African bush elephant, 1,1 Sri Lankan elephants and 1,0 African fo-
rest elephant.

The first to arrive, on 6 August 1970, was the one-year old female African bush elephant Sabi from
the Zoo in Dv(irr Krdlové n. L. She had been purchased from the Dutch Van den Brink company and origi-
nally came from Kruger National Park, the South African Republic. She was named after a small stream
running through the park. At the time, Sabi weighed about 200 kg and measured approximately 120 cm
at the maximum height of body. Her first exact measurements were taken on 21 September 1970 when
the gauge showed 131 cm (maximum height of body). Sdbi had a famous naming ceremony in the
paddock on 19 September 1970 and her godfathers were two very popular figures from the Semafor
Theatre, Jifi Grossmann and Miloslav Simek. She was a very timid and unstable animal, she found it
difficult to be trained and reacted quite negatively to strangers. This is why there are hardly any data
concerning her weight as, because of being so unreliable, she could not be taken for walks away from
the paddock. The last reading of her height on 9 August 2003 was 250 cm at the shoulder. The ele-
phant really loved bathing. However, she had to be alone in the pool inside the house of that time,
not only because the pool was quite small but, especially, because she was so playful in the water that
she would harm anybody around. As the Zoo breeding programme changed and focused on Asian
elephants only, Sabi was moved to Zoo La Fleche, France. She departed on 29 March 2004. There she
joined the elephant cow Katka, formerly from Dvur Kralové, who, however, kept attacking Sabi. Once
Séabi had an unlucky fall and hit a stone in the paddock. She perished on 12 May 2005. She thus lived
up to the age of 36.

The tenth elephant in line was another African bush elephant female called Arba - which means ele-
phantin the language of the African tribe living south of Ethiopia. Arba also came from the Zoo in Dv(ir
Kralové n. L.on 14 April 1971 when she was three years old and, just as Sabi, she was purchased from the
Van den Brink company for CSK 122,515. When she first arrived, her weight was around 700 kg and she
measured 167 cm at the maximum height of her body. The last reading, on 6 March 1975, was 213 cm at the
shoulder. The last guess at her weight of 2200 kg was made in March 1979. Arba lived long enough to
come into the newly constructed house. She was not an outstanding figure in the mixed group of ele-
phants, partly because the African elephants were much younger than the rest, which also included
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the adolescent Petr II. Unfortunately, she perished suddenly on 9 August 1983 at the age of 15, due
to cardiac failure (myocardial infarctions, pulmonary oedema, suppurative renal pelvis inflammation
and gastritis).

The next to come were a pair of Sri Lankan elephants, who arrived on 19 September 1971 - 11-year
old female Sundari and two-year old male Kadira. Prague Zoo received them as a gift from the then
Prime Minister of Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) Mrs. S. Bandaranaika to mark the 40" anniversary of Prague
Zoo. The journey to Prague involved a truck trip to the port of Colombo, then they travelled by ship
from Colombo to Hamburg. The sail took 41 days, then there was a three-day journey by train to Prague,
where they were loaded on a truck again and brought to the zoo. On their passage, the elephants were
accompanied by our zoologist Stépan Sir and their Sinhalese mahout Mr. Seemon, who stayed in our
zoo for two months to help the elephants get used to their new environment and the staff. He also
shared his knowledge from 25 years of working with elephants with our keepers.

The female elephant, Sundari - which translated means a Beautiful Girl - was caught in the wild in
the vicinity of the town of Madawachchiya and came to Colombo Zoo on 1 September 1962 - at the
time, she measured 99 cm at the maximum height of body. When she reached Prague she was 192 cm
at the maximum height of body and weighed 1380 kg. Her Sri Lankan mahout was very strict with her.
In Colombo they believed that she was to be treated carefully and it was not allowed to ride her. We
had different experience with her in Prague, though. She was an elephant who knew how to win her
position in the seven-member herd - for example, see her attacks in 1973 on the adolescent African
bush elephant male Petr Il. In her relationship to zoo keepers, she chose whom she would obey or not -
an example we can mention, there were only two keepers whom she allowed to sit on her back, but
only one of them could also ride her. She was well trained and obedien, but people needed to be strict
and careful with her. Last data about her weight were from 11 October 1974 - taken on a weighbridge
and reading 2360 kg. In March 1979 her estimated weight was 2700 kg. She was last measured on
6 March 1975, when her maximum body height was 210 cm. She died suddenly on 17 August 1981 of
heart failure. She was 21 years old.

The twelfth elephant was Kadira, which is a usual name for elephants in Sri Lanka. He came from the
wild in the district of Badulla, close to the town of Mahiyanganaya and got to Colombo Zoo on 18 June
1969 at the age of one year. The maximum height of his body was 96.5 cm. When he came to Prague,
he measured 119 cm (maximum height of body) and weighed 300 kg. It was a very hairy and relati-
vely skinny calf, but started growing very fast, which was also thanks to our well-proven feed ration for
baby elephants. But his early development was affected by the demanding transport and change of
environment. This was why, at first, he was also given a special nourishing mixture of boiled rice, eggs,
powder milk Biosan, Konvit and Glukopur. The care given to him soon helped improve his condition.
His training began soon after his arrival and he would take walks together with Gulab and Sundari in
the neighbourhood of the zoo - Kadira was eager to take baths in a pool of the Vltava river bellow
the zoo. Over time, as Kadira was growing and getting more mature, he was becoming less and less
reliable, until he turned aggressive towards the staff. It was thus necessary to start introducing some
adequate technical measures. In the end, an independent paddock had to be adjusted for him with
and a stable furnished with a security corridor. Attempts at making use of the bull for reproduction
turned futile and, because of his aggressiveness, he could not be let out with the other elephants into
the same paddock. He was the only elephant not to survive the disastrous floods of August 2002. He
could not be moved and, because of his aggressiveness towards people, he had to be put down on
13 August 2002. He was 33 years old.

The purchase of Jimbo, male African forest elephant, from the Paris Parc Zoologique de Vincennes,
was a great event. Jimbo arrived by train on 27 October 1972 when he was 4.5 years old and his weight
was 490 kg. There were only seven zoological gardens in the world keeping such an elephant and al-
together there were nine of them (5,4). In Europe five animals (3,2) lived in four zoos while he was the
first forest elephant ever to live in an east-Europen country - so, from zoological point of view, it re-
ally was an outstanding event. He was imported to Paris from Gabon on 30 June 1970, weighing 190
kg and his age was estimated at 16 months. Still in Paris he was weighed in May 1971 and had 330 kg.
When he came to Prague, he measured 150 cm at the maximum height of body, his tusks were relati-
vely long and were of good quality, measuring 22 and 23 cm, respectively. In October 1973 his weight
was 740 kg. Unfortunately soon after arrival Jimbo broke off his left 32-cm long tusk. The pulp was left
open and the animal had to undergo a two-hour surgery in which the pulp was removed and the wound
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closed. As has already been said above, such injuries often entail long lasting and serious complica-
tions, which was the case here. For almost two years he had to be treated intensively and his treatment
continued until Jimbo perished on 27 July 1976. Autopsy showed degenerative changes of his kidneys,
myocardial dystrophy and other changes in his organs. He only spent four years in Prague Zoo and was
8.5 years old when he died. His skeleton is now in the collections of the National Museum in Prague.

The fourteenth in succession was the Asian female elephant Shanti. She joined Prague Zoo even
before she had become its property - she was a film star bought from the German Sensen company
to take part in a film called “Mr. Tau up in the Sky”. The film was made by the Barrandov film studio
and the Czechoslovak TV in co-production with two German TV stations. Her “stage name” was Bimbo.
Her origins were in Assam, India, and she came to Europe on 5 May 1977 within a large transport
group of elephants, when she was 16 months old. She arrived in our zoo on 3 June 1977 at 5 p.m. to-
gether with her keeper for the duration of filming. Her long-day journey on a truck from Urberach
near Frankfurt am Main to the Czechoslovak border was shot by German television. Unfortunately, the
recording got lost as somebody in Prague opened the box by mistake and the recording was destroyed.
The elephant was in quarantine, then there was some training according to the script to get her ready
for the filming. She met the main actors and the filming itself started in July. With some intervals, this
lasted until September and took place in several places in Bohemia - in a cherry orchard by Olbramo-
vice, in the small village of Picin in the Pfibram region, at Prague-Ruzyné airport, in Prague Zoo, at the
Museum of Czech Literature in Prague, and finally in the Grandhotel Pupp in Karlovy Vary. When the
filming was over, the elephant was bought by our zoo and officially handed over, at a small ceremony,
on 5 October 1977. Shanti continues to live in the group of our elephants, which has now been for over
45 years, and, being 46 years old, she is the second oldest among them. She loves eating and some-
times she has problems with her digestion, so her feed has to be controlled. Her training must be con-
sistent. She is wiling, sometimes rather rash, and she could be ridden. In the 1990’s there were hopes
that Shanti would reproduce. After a lot of discussion and preparations, in April 1997 urine samples
were taken to pinpoint her oestrous cycle and sent to be examined in Géttingen, Germany (Deutsches
Primatenzentrum, Abt. Reproduktionsbiologie). From 15 May 1997 mating attempts were made with
the male Kadira. In the end, these attempts were not successful as the male was not interested in the
female. Experts from the I1ZW Berlin examined her repeatedly until they discovered a uterus myoma,
a cyst of her right ovary and that Shanti would be unable to conceive even during her oestrous cycle.
She is very much attached to Gulab. However, as time went by, her position in the group was getting
worse as new breeding females managed to get ahead of her in the herd hierarchy. A lot of biological
data has been collected so far, e.g. on 8 August 2003 she measured 265 cm at the shoulder. We can
conclude with a brief review of her weights: 24 June 1977 it was 390 kg, 9 January 1978 it went up to
637 kg, on 17 October 2000 she weighed 3630 kg and the last figure of 23 June 2022 showed 3582 kg.

As we wanted to go into breeding condition, we and European coordinator of the elephant breed-
ing program were looking for a suitable female or male. The 27 years old female elephant Praya from
Minster, Germany, was recommended to us. She had been caught in the wild. The bull in Miinster
showed no interest in her. Eventually, Praya came to Prague on 16 September 2003 on breeding loan.
Unfortunately, her mating with the male that came from Holland shortly after her was unsuccessful.
When medically examined by the IZW Berlin, she proved not to be a hundred percent fit for reprodu-
ction (neither of her ovaries was functioning, there were cysts of varying sizes, and more). It also be-
came clear that she had undergone a similar examination in Minster, in 1995, and there had also been
problems, and she was said to have no prospects in breeding - and this was something our colleagues
in Minster kept a secret from us and the coordinator! She was evidently afraid of the male. Though
she was a calm and friendly animal, there was the problem — what to do with her? Her owner, Miinster
Zoo, did not want her back, so she was finally transferred to Amiens Zoo, France. She left for France
after her two-year stay in Prague, on 8 November 2005, accompanied by her keeper Karel Kapral. Since
6 December 2017, she has been in Pairi Daiza, Belgium.

The sixteenth elephant in line was the male Naing Thein, who was sent on breeding loan from
Emmen, the Netherlands. He came from Burma (Myanmar), where he was born in 1980. He already had
had several offspring in Emmen and had a reputation of an excellent breeding male. However, from
the aspect of genetics, the zoo needed to replace the male in their herd and offered him to us. There
had not been a male in our zoo since Kadira. Naing Thein came to Prague on 23 September 2003. The
day before, his weight taken on a crane was 5700 kg (most likely including the crate), as later figure
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taken on 4 October 2009 showed only 4634 kg. As has already been said, he was not able to mate with
Praya, he would attack her and even injured her. She was afraid of him after that and could not share
the same paddock with him. We managed to get him into contact with Shanti, and he even mated
with her, though there was no chance of breeding there. He was a calm elephant, ready to learn, self-
assured, and easily adapted to any change. In the end, after six years in Prague, he left on 26 November
2009 for Leipzig Zoo to bring fresh blood into their breeding. Up till now, he has sired two calves -
9 April 2012 still born and 25 January 2019 a male called Ben Long.

The seventeenth and also last elephant to join the House of Large Mammals, the second elephant
house in Prague Zoo, was the male Mekong. He came within the European breeding programme from
Leipzig Zoo on 27 November 2009 to replace Naing Thein. He was born in Saigon, Vietnam, in 1982.
While in Leipzig, he showed interest in a female and fathered one offspring, but took no notice of the
other females in the herd. As we had a vacancy after Naing Thein had left, we arranged this exchange.
He was somewhat timid and conservative and was not trained. We started with the training from the
very beginning. He was clever, but slow to learn. When Mekong was transferred to the new house and
after the arrival of new female elephants, he did not prove himself to be a good breeding bull. None-
theless, in the end he sired one baby. On 3 December 2014 he left for Amsterdam Zoo, where he
fathered another offspring, born on 16 October 2016, the female Sanuk. He has been in another Dutch
zoo since 29 January 2016 - Emmen Zoo.

Further arrivals fall into the third, present, stage of elephant breeding in Prague Zoo. A new house
for elephants, a third one, was about to be built and we needed to find new suitable animals - especi-
ally female ones, as we already had a male - for this state-of-the-art house. First Gulab and Shanti were
taken to the new house, on 24 April 2012, and, the next day, Mekong was transferred to the new pre-
mises. The elephant section of the Large Mammals House became abandoned. But the building was
still used for a time to place two newly arrived Sri Lankan elephants into quarantine.

On 9 May 2012, the female elephant Douanita (Donna) and her daughter Tonya came from Rot-
terdam Zoo straight to the new house. Originally, Donna was the property of the Zoo in Ustin. L., and
turned up in Rotterdam after she had been confiscated upon arrival in Europe. She remained in the
Rotterdam Zoo and even reproduced there. She was caught in Vietnam, where she was born in 1986.
When she came to Prague, Donna was pregnant and we were awaiting the first ever delivery. Already
in Rotterdam the female tended to be dominant and stayed that way in Prague, as well. On top of that,
she was unreliable in hands-on regime and had to be kept in protected contact. Because of these com-
plications, she was later transferred to Osnabriick Zoo, Germany. When she departed on 7 March 2017
she was pregnant once more, just as when she first arrived. First weight reading on 30 January 2014
was 3666 kg and the last one of 1 March 2017 showed 3256 kg.

Her daughter Tonya was born in Rotterdam on 10 February 2009. Unfortunately, Tonya died sud-
denly on 17 December 2013, so she only spent one year and seven months in Prague. Our suspicion of
herpes virus was not confirmed. Autopsy revealed acute bacterial infection, sepsis caused by Escheri-
chia coli hemolytica bacteria and gastrointestinal bleeding.

On 7 October 2012, two female elephants joined Prague Zoo. Janitha and Thamara arrived from
Sri Lanka. Both of them came from Colombo Zoo, but they were born in Pinnawala Elephant Orpha-
nage, which is controlled by Colombo Zoo. Janitha was born on 17 October 2004 and Thamara on
23 August 2005. They spent their quarantine under a strict regime and had separate staff of Sri Lankan
and Czech keepers to look after them in the House of Large Mammals. At last, on 6 March 2013, they
were transferred to the new house in the Elephant Valley. They were at a suitable age to become
founders of our zoo's current successful breeding programme. The latest weight reading on 23 June
2022 showed that Janitha's weight was 2180 kg while that of Thamara was 2234 kg.

February 11, 2013, witnessed the first delivery of an elephant in the history of Prague Zoo. The
above mentioned female Douanita gave birth to a female baby that was named Sita, referring to the
fact that her mother belonged to the Zoo Usti n. L. where two female elephants of that name had lived
a while ago. The time of the delivery was 1:30 p.m. and the baby first sucked from her mother at 7 p.m.
Sita was prospering well and could have remained in Prague, but she had to follow her mother to the
new place of her abode. She left for Osnabriick on 7 March 2017. Sita's weight was 1134 kg on 3 Au-
gust 2015, a year later, on 8 August 2016, it was 1320 kg and her last weight of 1 March 2017, before
leaving Prague, was 1406 kg.
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The next, the 23rd elephant to come was the 31-year old Asian elephant Ankhor, who came from
Tierpark, Berlin, Germany, on 13 August 2014 as another breeding bull. He was born in Burma (Myanmar)
on 1 March 1983. So far, he is the last elephant to arrive in Prague. It has already been said that Mekong
did not prove himself much in reproduction, and Ankhor was to replace him, as he had sired 11 off-
spring in Tierpark Berlin, where he was from 1989. We also had some hopes that the presence of Mekong
would provoke his rival to some activity. At first, the effect was not really noticeable, but, in the end,
Mekong mated Janitha but was not at all interested in Thamara. So, it was the same as the situation in
Leipzig. Just before his departure it became evident that the mating had been successful. And Ankhor,
when he had the opportunity, mated Thamara. This was the beginning of the current era of four suc-
cessful births of truly Prague baby elephants and Ankhor lived up to his reputation. Visitors can easily
identify Ankhor by two white stars on his back. This is a mark to show ownership of a Burmese state
timber company. It was not made by the usual nitrogen branding but it was done with a paste made
of kaolin, bentonite and hydrate of sodium mixed with glycerine and methyl alcohol.

He was first weighed after arrival in Prague on 16 August 2018 and had 4032 kg and the latest rea-
ding of his weight was on 23 June 2022 and showed 4308 kg.

The first arrival in the series of births was that of the male Maxmilin, called Max for short, - on
5 April 2016 at three in the morning. He weighed 104 kg and was 95 cm tall. His parents were Mekong
and Janitha. After the first year of his life, on 4 April 2017, his weight was 412 kg and last time, on
23 June 2022, he weighed 1950 kg.

The second one - 25" Prague elephant in line - was the male Rudolf, called Rudi, who was born on
7 October 2016 to his parents, Ankhor and Thamara. On 7 November 2016 he weighed 122 kg and in
his first year (11 October 2017) his weight went up to 390 kg. His latest weighing was on 23 June 2022,
when his body mass was 1536 kg.

At 3:09 o'clock in the morning of 27 March 2020, the female Lakuna was born. Her weight was
92 kg and she was 93 c¢m tall at the shoulder. Her parents were Ankhor and Thamara. On 10 August
2020 the scale showed 246 kg. In her first year of life (30 March 2021), Lakuna'’s weight was 462 kg and
by 23 June 2022 it increased to 916 kg.

So far the last elephant coming to Prague Zoo - the 27* in succession - was the female Amalee who
was born on 9 May 2020 at 1:58 a.m. Her weight was 124 kg and she measured 71.5 cm at the withers.
Her parents were Ankhor and Janitha. Her weight taken on 10 August 2020 was 242 kg, in her first
year of life (8 May 2021) she weighed 500 kg and her latest weighing on 23 June 2022 showed 854 kg.

All the four calves have been successfully reared and undergone basic training to make care and
handling easier. The females are kept in the usual family group, while the males have, for the time
being, formed an independent male group together with Ankhor. Both of them are to leave Prague
Zoo in some days.

This is a brief account of the 27 elephants that have so far been in the keeping of Prague Zoo. Out of
these 27 animals, 22 were imported to our zoo, either bought, given or in exchange, while five of them
were born here (2,3). And, so far, the rate of successfoul births is 100% . From the point of taxa, there
was one African forest elephant in Prague Zoo (1,0), four African bush elephants (2,2), five Sri Lankan
elephants (2,3) and 17 Asian elephants (7,10). We can also see from the statistics taken over the 89 years,
that from these 27 animals six died, two had to be put down, 10 departed to other zoos and nine are
currently still in Prague Zoo (3,6).

And to make the review complete, we must add another piece of information concerning the so-
-called transit elephants, i.e. animals passing Prague Zoo between1950 and 1959 in the framework of
business contracts between West European countries and the Soviet Union. At the time, Prague Zoo
served as a transit station for shipments of the Soviet Zoocentre Moscow trading company. In prac-
tice, this did not mean that the animals actually passed through the gates of the garden but Prague
Zoo had to do all the paperwork, provide veterinary checks, had to feed and water the animals, and, if
necessary provided somebody to accompany them on their way to the border. In total, there were 12
animals - 11 Asian (1,8,2) and 1,0 African bush elephant.
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